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Filthy car-nage brings fun end to fair

The annual Thomas County 
Fair Demolition Derby drew 
a good crowd in Colby Satur-
day night. They saw full-class 
drivers like Jared Pfeifer (21) 
shown (above) work his way 
through smoke and mishaps 
to earn prize money.. Every-
one struggled to avoid Andy 
Blackhart (94, also above), 
who earned the Derby’s “Hard 
Charger” award for delivering 
the most good hits. Other col-
lisions (right) continued while 
knocking out all except full-
class champ Alex Ryan.

SAM DIETER
and R.B. HEADLEY

Colby Free Press

The grandstand fi lled up nicely 
Saturday night for action that was 
anything but nice to fi nish this 
year’s Thomas County Fair.

Demolition Derby fans 
wouldn’t want it any other way 
as local drivers decided more than 
$5,000 in prize money.

Alex Ryan conquered a full-
class car showdown that didn’t 
disappoint the fi red-up crowd. 
Several competitors drew loud 
cheers from various sections of 
fans when their names were an-
nounced.

Several intense collisions left 
them all stalled except for Ryan 
and Chase Mollering.

Mollering didn’t give up the 
$1,200 championship purse with-
out a good fi ght. He appeared done 
on more than occasion, sputtering 
and struggling until suddenly his 
engine roared back to life.

Yet Ryan never stalled nor 
stopped attacking. Several good 
slams to the passenger side left 
Mollering virtually pinned against 
a wall.

Finally, there were no more re-
starts and Ryan could celebrate.

Ryan took home the $1,200 
while Mollering earned his $800 
for second place. Jared Pfeifer fi n-
ished third and collected $600.

Another $900 was awarded to 
the fourth through sixth place full-
class placers. Though not quite 
as profi table, Andy Blackhart 
received $100 for a prestigious 
“Hard Charger” award that repre-
sented the Derby’s most good hits.

Others listed as competing in 
the full class were John Racette, 
Robert Clanton, Cody Lilly, Jason 
Felhoelter, Josh Barnhart, Mitch 
Griffi n, Ryan Baalmann and 
Rocky Baalmann.

The compacts crashed this Sat-
urday night gathering next with 

There were no ladies or cou-
ples league golf at Meadow Lake
Course last week, but 48 did par-
ticipate in the Men’s Night scram-
ble.

Results from both fl ights:
First fl ight

1. Taylor/Ryan, 2. Molstad/
Sager, 3. Schifferal/Kriss, 4. Wil-
liams/Williams.

Second fl ight
1. Garcia/Suter, 2. Brewer/Wad-

dinton, 3. Woofter/Molstad, 4. Ga-
ble/Giersch.

The men will play a 3-man 
Scramble Tuesday evening.

Also on this week’s Meadow 
Lake calendar will be the Seniors 
Tournament Thursday.

Nearly 50
play in
scramble

CANTON, Ohio (AP) —
Football is back! 

A preseason score may 
have been meaningless, but 
the Dallas Cowboys and Mi-
ami Dolphins played each 
other on Sunday in the annual 
Hall Of Fame Game. 

Linebacker DeVonte Hol-
loman produced the fi rst 
highlight as his interception 
return of a tipped pass for  
touchdown started Dallas to 
the 24-20 win.

Cowboys,
’Fins open
preseason

James Carney winning this cham-
pionship and $600 prize.

John Lockert earned $300 by 

outlasting every other compact 
competitor except Long. 

Robert Long completed the top 

three and won $200. 
Another $375 were divided 

between the fourth through sixth 

places.
Figure 8 photo and results are 

featured below.

Speedway begins home stretch
with five drivers winning titles

Familiar drivers took home the 
main-event titles at Thomas Coun-
ty Speedway Sunday evening and 
only one race night remains to de-
cide season champions.

The top fi nishers in each class 
are featured today with more de-
tails being planned later this week.

Econos: 1. Ray West, 2. Eric 
Clayville, 3. Ryan Baalmann, 4. 
Ron Baalmann, 5. Levi Jones, 6. 
Ronnie Baalmann, 7. Joey Foster, 
8. Alex West. Duke Turner and 
Billy Turner did not fi nish.

Hobby Stocks: 1. Tyrel Smith, 
2. Matt Giesenhagen, 3. Jake 

Blackhart, 4. Colton Pfeifer, 5. 
Curt Kennedy, 6. Brian Stich, 7. 
Daniel Irwin, 8. Mike Giesenha-
gen, 9. Cody Graham, 10. Adri-
enne West, 11. Gary Pancake, 12. 
Richard Boon, 13. Irvin Earl. Tan-
ner Moss did not fi nish.

Sport Mods: 1. Daniel Gott-
schalk, 2. Clay Money, 3. Andy 
Barton, 4. Cody Pancake, 5. Clin-
ton Hockersmith, 6. Warren Hark-
ness, 7. Ryan Stevenson.

Stock Cars: 1. Jeff Tubbs, 2. 
Jason Rogers, 3. BJ Wagoner, 4. 
Mike Meyer, 5. Perry Misner, 
6. Brent Moss, 7. Tyler Tipton, 

8. Jason Stevens, 9. Wheat Lip-
pelmann, 10. Eric Kinderkencht.
Jake Eicher and Rich Wadel did 
not fi nish.

Modifi eds: 1. Michael Wadel, 2.
Adam Morris, 3. Darren DeLoach,
4. Nate Moore, 5. Dusty Springer,
6. Matt Morris, 7. Todd Schwarz, 
8. Wheat Lippelmann.

Loose Caboose special race: 1. 
Baalmann Boys, 2. Ron’s Auto
Sales.

The racing season concludes
at Thomas County Speedway on 
Sunday, Aug. 21 with the Jeff
Hartwell Memorial.

R.B. HEADLEY/Colby Free Press
Many drivers warmed up for Saturday night’s Demolition Derby by competing in the Figure 8 races 
at the Thomas County Fairgrounds. Aggressive turns and an occasional collision did occur. Pic-
tured clockwise from top right are Cody Talsman (82), Jarrett Marker (88) and Robert Clanton (74).

Drivers zoom around Figure 8
Mitch Griffi n showed his car 

could maneuver around all sorts 
of obstacles while winning the 

Thomas County Fair Figure 8 
competition Saturday night in 
Colby.

Drivers were divided into heats 
as many of the Demolition Derby 
challengers decided to participate.

Source says suspected cheaters
won’t fight 50-game suspensions

NEW YORK (AP) — A person 
familiar with the negotiations tells 
The Associated Press that all play-
ers targeted for drug suspensions 
other than Alex Rodriguez have 
aCcepted 50-game penalties from 
Major League Baseball.

The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity Monday because the 
suspensions had not yet been an-
nounced.

The person says All-Stars Nel-
son Cruz of Texas, Jhonny Peralta 

of Detroit and Everth Cabrera of 
San Diego are among the 12 who 
accepted penalties Monday.

Others include Yankees catcher 
Francisco Cervelli and outfi elder 
Fernando Martinez; Philadelphia 
pitcher Antonio Bastardo; Seattle 
catcher Jesus Montero; New York 
Mets infi elder Jordany Valdes-
pin and outfi elder Cesar Puello; 
Houston pitcher Sergio Escalona; 
San Diego pitcher Fautino De Los 
Santos; and free agent pitcher Jor-

dan Norberto.
MLB informed the Yankees 

on Sunday that Rodriguez will
be suspended for his links to the
Biogenesis of America clinic,
which was accused of distributing
banned performance-enhancing
drugs, a person familiar with that
decision said. 

The Yankees weren’t told the
exact length of the suspension, 
though they were under the im-
pression it will be through 2014.

Tiger wins Bridgestone tourney
AKRON, Ohio (AP) — They 

say par is a good score in a major.
If that’s true next week at the 

PGA Championship, then Tiger 
Woods has already done that.

Woods played safe and smart 

with a big lead, parring 16 holes 
in an even-par 70 Sunday to coast 
to a seven-shot victory.


