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Blue-green algae poses high risk for pets

With blue-green algae contami-
nating lakes nationwide, a Kan-
sas State University toxicologist
warns pet owners to understand
the bacteria’s dangers for their
pets and for themselves.

Blue-green algae produce tox-
ins that are hazardous to humans
and can be fatal in animals, par-
ticularly dogs, said Deon van der
Merwe, associate professor of di-
agnostic medicine and pathobiolo-
gy. Also known as cyanobacteria,
the algae grow in bodies of water,
such as lakes and ponds, and wet
places such as moist soil or rocks.

“Essentially anywhere there
is water, you can find blue-green
algae,” said van der Merwe, who
manages the toxicology section of
the Kansas State Veterinary Diag-

nostic Laboratory.

Blue-green algae develop when
water has excess nutrients, which
helps cyanobacteria grow rapidly
and creates an algae bloom. Dis-
colored water or scum can be signs
of an algae bloom, which can last
anywhere from a few days to sev-
eral weeks. Cyanobacteria need
sunlight to grow because they are
photosynthesizing organisms, van
der Merwe said.

“If there is a lot of sunshine and
if the weather is warm, that makes
it easier for them to grow rapidly,”
van der Merwe said. “That’s why
blooms occur most frequently in
the summer.... Under drought
conditions, you typically have
many cloudless days and more
sunlight reaching water.”

Health problems can arise when
animals and people come into
contact with the toxins produced
by cyanobacteria. The most prom-
inent problem involves microsys-
tin, which affects the gastrointesti-
nal tract and liver, van der Merwe
said. When animals are exposed to
this, they may experience vomit-
ing or diarrhea. If the exposure is
severe, it can be lethal and cause
liver failure in animals.

Although gastrointestinal prob-
lems and liver failure also are pos-
sible in humans after blue-green
algae exposure, irritant effects
are more common. Humans often
experience skin rashes, sneezing,
coughing, irritated eyes, running
noses and conjunctivitis after
blue-green algae exposure.

“If you go to a lake or pond and
the water is green, it is important
to avoid physical contact with that
water,” van der Merwe said. “If
people swim or ski behind a boat
and they inhale spray ..., those
can also be situations in which
people can be exposed.”

Although blue-green algae af-
fect all animals, they primar-
ily affect dogs because of their
behaviors, van der Merwe said.
Dogs often roam around and seek
out algal scums in the water or on
the lakeshore. This is dangerous
because even when the scum has
dried, it still can maintain toxicity.

“If people suspect that their
dog has been exposed and the dog
starts to vomit, that is often the
first sign you will see,” van der

Merwe said. “It is very important
to get the dog to the veterinarian
as soon as possible. It may be pos-
sible to do preventative treatment
to stop the full development of the
poisoning.”

It’s also important for pet own-
ers to protect themselves from
blue-green algae exposure, van
der Merwe said. Pet owners
should wear protective gloves
when handling animals that have
been exposed to blue-green algae.

“It is a risk for people as much
as it is for animals,” van der Mer-
we said.

Blue-green algae can affect
other animals — such as birds,
deer, cattle, horses and other live-
stock — that use open water. Cya-
nobacteria blooms can even cause

massive fish die-offs, van der
Merwe said. As the algae bloom
goes through its normal cycle of
blooming and dying, the millions
of decomposing organisms reduce
the levels of oxygen in the water,
which can kill fish.

The Kansas State Veterinary Di-
agnostic Laboratory accepts water
samples to test for blue-green al-
gae. Samples can be dropped by
the laboratory from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays or shipped to the
laboratory in an insulated box
with a cold pack. The address for
the Kansas State Veterinary Diag-
nostic Laboratory is 1800 Denison
Ave., Manhattan, Kan., 66506.
For information, contact the labo-
ratory at (866) 512-5650 or visit
www ksvdl.org.
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TO HAVE YOUR AD PLACED IN THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CALL KATHRYN OR SHARON TODAY AT (785)462-3963

Dusty Locksmith
and Security

Lock installation, repair,
replacement and rekeying.
Lockouts: Home-Auto-
Business. Safe cracking &
combination change.

785-405-0068

Dr. Tom Barlow
DENTIST
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

Mobile Home

Lots for Rent
$175 Month

(includes water, sewer & storage shed)
FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 S. Franklin, Colby
Call 785-462-6445

IRE

Razorback Roustabout LLC

Licensed septic system installations,
excavation, demolition, tree & debris removal

I wont turn down any work that is within
my capabilities - so please call!!

785-342-1152

RV Resort
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Live at the resort in your

$450 monthly rent - includes

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and laundry room, and store!
We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 « www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.

water, sewer & cable TV!

824 Main, PO Box 378
Hoxie, KS 67740
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HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.

(785) 675.3263 - Fax (785) 675.3721

115 S. State St.
Winona, KS 67764

Langer Industrial Service

2022 County Road 11 « Levant, KS 67743 - 785-586-2208
Monday - Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
We pay cash up to for all scrap metal*
Brass « Copper * Aluminum - Batteries ¢ Electric motors « Cars
+ Combines « Farm Equipment « Prepared/Unprepared Iron and Tin
« Container Service « Off site baling and car crushing
* Limited pickup service available
Schedule deliveries after normal business hours by appointment when necessary.
* Some Conditions Apply
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Dennis Tubbs

dtubbs@kansasins.com

David Browne Il
550 N. Franklin Ave,

Vemon Hurd
850 N. Franklin Ave.
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INSURANCE
AGENCY

490 N. Franklin
785-462-3939

+ Home & Auto

¢ Farm & Crop

¢ Business Insurance
+ Boat, Motorcycle, RV

Formerly TH

Nationwide®
Agribusiness
On Your Side®

If you have CDs about to mature or other assets to invest,
consider all of your options. Not only do our fixed annuities
offer you a competitive return, they also offer you flexibility,
security and guarantees.

To see how simple it can be to save for your future,
contact us today.

Coly, KS Colby, KS
785-462-3388 785-462-3386 r-
www .com W, hurd.com
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
Insurance + Investments
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Christy Griffith, RTRP

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping

165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701
785-462-7428

Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating
WHO YA GONNA CALL?

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

nINK

J"ERMITE 3

EST CONTROL

www.hinkletermiie.com
JOE HESKETT ¢ OWNER e 785-545-6868 (CELL)

1-800-536~-2704

NEW SYSTEM

PROF ESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
/ (785) 462-6995
(800) 611-6735 .‘;ﬂx\,

www.MyWindowCleaner.net #
Serving Colby since 1992!
Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

Residential:

* Roofing

« Construction

* Remodels

* Blown in
Insulation

Commercial:
-TPO, EPDM,
\ Duro-Last,

} Modified, Fibered
/) and Non-Fibered
roof coatings.

# DURO-LAST ROGFING, INC.

Elite Dura-last Contractor

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.MurrayEnterprises.org

Fully Insured, Bonded,
Licensed and Covered by

Office: 785-462-6908

Office Manager: 785-443-5708

workman’s Comp.

Owner: 785-443-1339

NKBA

The Kitchen & Bath Professionals

+ Entertainment Centers
» Custom Jewelry Closets

« Kitchen Cabinets « Counter Tops
* Closets * Furniture - Commercial

Mingo Custom Woods

1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS - 800.320.2201
www.mingocustomwoods.com * 785.462.2200

Order Today!

Made for Me.

High Plains Pizza

At High Plains RV Resort

Behind the
Colonial Steakhouse

YES! We deliver to Oakley!

(185) 672-2222

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib
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=T GoLr Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

o% Jeep

SALES & SERVICES SINCE 1919

* New Vehicle Sales
« Used Vehicle Sales
* Parts

« Accessories

* Service

* Windshield Pit Repair
» Tires

* Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-

785.626.3286

Fax 785.
210 State St. « Atwood, KS 67730

6, Saturday 8-Noon

626.3717




