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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 8/15

Dear Heloise: My dog recently went blind, and 
our family had some adjusting to do. I wanted to 
share a few hints with you and your readers that 
might help someone else who’s going through 
this. 

We talk to our dog a lot more now. We want 
him to know that we are in the room and that he 
isn’t alone. Always make sure you talk to pets be-
fore touching them so you don’t scare them when 
they aren’t expecting it.

Leave the furniture where it is. He has learned 
where the furniture is and can move around it. If 
you change the location of a piece of furniture, 
pets could lose their way and bump into it.

When he fi rst went blind and was learning his 
way, we padded the sharp corners on coffee ta-
bles, etc. They sell furniture pads for childproof-
ing that work very well for pets, too.

We placed a mat under his food and water 
bowls. If he feels the mat, he knows he is close 
to the bowl and isn’t searching for it and spilling 
food and water. 

Hope this helps! – Linda in Vermont
When our previous mini schnauzer, Savvi, 

went blind due to diabetes, I put some of my per-
fume on a cotton ball and dabbed it around her 
doggie door to help her fi nd it. She managed very 
well after a few days. However, when the carpet 
was cleaned, her “scent trail” was gone! So we 
walked several times through the house, and she 
was right at home fi nding her way. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: My dentist gives me a little 

goody bag when I go for my cleaning: a tooth-
brush, dental fl oss and a little tube of toothpaste. 
I save these and take them with me when I travel. 
– M.B. in Texas

MILK-CHOCOLATE MEDICINE
Dear Heloise: I read your column in the Oma-

ha (Neb.) World-Herald about a reader who gave 
the idea for mixing her daughter’s medicine with 
yogurt to get her to take it. I had a pharmacist 
who recommended that I use chocolate syrup 
with my girls. She said to take a little before and 
a little after the medicine. Since it is so thick, it 
coats the tongue and helps to get the medicine 
down. – Jenny R., Omaha, Neb.

TABLECLOTH FOLDS
Dear Heloise: I cover my tables with vinyl 

tablecloths, but I would like to know how to get 
them to lie fl at. After they are folded for storage, 
they will not lie fl at. Is there any way to remove 
those deep folds? -- Linda in Oshkosh, Wis.

If they are cloth-backed, you can try ironing 
them on a low setting. Or drape them over the 
shower rod, turn on the hot water and let them 
steam for a little while. Instead of folding them, 
why not hang them somewhere or keep them on 
the table under each other so they don’t get the 
deep folds? – Heloise

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Blind dog needs
help navigating

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 8/16

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Pass. Partner’s one-heart bid is 100 percent 

forcing, but you are not obliged to bid after East 
intervenes with one spade. At this stage there is 
no way for you to know whether partner’s re-
sponse was based on six, 10 or even more high-
card points, nor can you tell what kind of distri-
bution he has.

When East enters the auction with one spade, 
you are presented with an opportunity to tell part-
ner, by passing, that you have no clear-cut action 
at this point. Partner has another bid coming after 
East’s overcall, so there is no chance of his being 
left at the post with a good hand.

2. Four notrump. Partner obviously has a one-
track mind – he likes diamonds. He probably has 
seven of them to the A-Q-J or something similar, 
and your best bid under the circumstances is to 
fi nd out how many aces he has.

Accordingly, you bid four notrump (Black-
wood). You plan to pass if partner responds fi ve 
diamonds, showing one ace; to bid six diamonds 
if he responds fi ve hearts, showing two aces; and 
to bid seven diamonds if he responds fi ve spades, 
showing three aces, even though there is a small 
risk that the grand slam might fail.

3. Three notrump. It would be wrong to bid 
only two notrump, since your fi rst two bids could 
have been based on only 13 or 14 points. Since 
you have 17 points and have not yet shown your 
extra values, you should identify them now by 
jumping to three notrump.

A two-spade bid would be incorrect on two 
counts as it would understate your high-card val-
ues and would also fail to describe your relatively 
balanced distribution.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


