
Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: I have an expensive Dutch oven 
(enamel over cast iron, I think), and I have been 
unable to clean the food stains inside. Please 
help. – Marilyn W., via e-mail

If you have already tried soaking it with dish 
detergent and warm water without good results, 
then try this recommended (from a leading manu-
facturer) method next: Place warm water and a 
powdered laundry detergent (about 2 teaspoons 
in 2 pints of water) in the pan and mix to dis-
solve. Clean with a nylon or soft abrasive pad (no 
abrasive cleaners or metallic pads). If stains still 
remain, set the pan on the stovetop, heat to boil-
ing, then simmer for just a few minutes. Scrub, 
rinse and dry.  

In the future, try not to let the food dry before 
adding water and detergent to it. This will make 
cleanup easier. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com    

CUTTING SPAGHETTI
Dear Heloise: Our local paper, the (Geneva, 

N.Y.) Finger Lakes Times, recently published 
your hint about cutting spaghetti prior to serving 
it to children.

In my experience, three out of four children re-
fused to eat spaghetti after it was cut even if they 
did not see me cutting it. Thus, I switched from 
spaghetti to pasta shaped like elbows, shells, 
wheels, etc., with the spaghetti sauce. 

The kids always enjoyed having different 
shapes of pasta. Strictly speaking, it wasn’t spa-
ghetti, but it was less messy! Thanks for all your 
hints! They are very helpful! – Sue W., Geneva, 
N.Y.

BOUQUET GARNI
Dear Readers: Here is a hint for making bou-

quet garni (a French term that literally means 
“garnished bouquet”). A “garni” (different herbs 
tied together) is added to a dish while cooking but 
removed before the dish is served.

To make a garni, gather thyme, bay leaves, 
parsley or other herbs. Wrap them in cheesecloth 
and tie at the top so the leaves and stems stay 
wrapped in the bag. Drop the bag of herbs in 
soup, stew or stock for added fl avor, removing 
the bag when the dish is done cooking. 

You can buy bags to put your herbs in or pur-
chase premade garnis that can simply be added to 
your dishes. – Heloise 

NO CELERY
Dear Heloise: I was getting out the makings for 

egg-salad sandwiches and discovered I had no 
celery. With no time to go to the store, I cut the 
long center ribs out from the lettuce leaves (Helo-
ise here: Romaine lettuce is what I use) and diced 
them as I would celery. Nobody even noticed the 
difference. – A Reader, via e-mail

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Fight stains
on enamel pans

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

First Things First
There are very few deals so cut-and-dried that 

there is literally nothing to the play. The trouble 
is that many hands seem to be of this type, but 
are really diabolical traps waiting to ensnare an 
overconfi dent declarer.

Take this case where South reached six hearts 
as shown and West led the jack of diamonds. At 
fi rst blush, the hand seemed ice-cold; indeed, if 
the opposing diamonds were divided 3-2, declar-
er would make an overtrick, eventually discard-
ing his club loser on a good diamond. At the very 
least, declarer would lose only a club after ruffi ng 
a spade in dummy.

So without giving the matter further thought, 
South won the diamond jack with the ace and 
cashed the A-K of trumps. Upon fi nding the 
trumps divided 3-1, he stopped playing the suit 
and instead played the ace of spades and ruffed 
a spade with dummy’s last trump. When declarer 
next tried to enter his hand by leading a diamond 
to the queen, West ruffed and led a club to East’s 
ace for down one.

After a crestfallen South had regained his abil-
ity to speak, he tried to explain that even if he 
had drawn West’s last trump, he would still have 
had to lose a club and a spade and go down one. 
His argument did not, of course, hold any water, 
since he could easily have made 12 tricks with a 
bit more care.

All South had to do to make the slam was to 
ruff a spade in dummy before playing two rounds 
of trumps. Thus, after taking the opening trick, 
South should cash the ace of spades and ruff a 
spade. Declarer then plays the king of hearts, 
leads dummy’s remaining heart to his hand and 
draws the missing trump.

If the diamonds divide evenly, South makes 
seven; more importantly, though, if the diamonds 
don’t break, at least he makes six.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


