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Farm safety takes everyone working together

Each year since 1944, the third week
of September has been recognized as
National Farm Safety and Health Week.
This year, Gov. Sam Brownback has also
proclaimed Sept. 15 to 21 as Kansas Farm
Safety and Health Week.

It’s no coincidence that national atten-
tion turns to safety during the busiest sea-
son of the year for agriculture, said John
Slocombe, farm safety specialist with K-
State Research and Extension. The push
to get crops in and out of fields hits full
speed in the fall. Livestock are moved
from summer pasture to fall and winter
locations. Tractors and farm implements
are more common on rural roads during
the fall. Sharing the road becomes in-
creasingly important as farming season
peaks and days become shorter.

“This year’s theme, Working Together
for Safety in Agriculture, really gets to

the core of safety on the farm and on rural
roadways,” Slocombe said. “Each of us,
whether we work on the farm or not, has
a responsibility to work safely and this is
especially true as farm vehicles share the
road with other motorists during the busy
fall farming season.”

Most crashes involving farm equip-
ment on public roads involve a passenger
vehicle and a farm implement. Too often
these crashes result in fatality and most
are preventable.

Tips for motorists:

e Expect to see more equipment on
roadways during the busy agricultural
seasons, such as during fall harvest, but
be alert for farm equipment on the road
year round, especially on rural roads.

e Be alert for agricultural equipment
with slow-moving vehicle emblems, re-
flectors, or flashing lights.
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* Slowing down immediately when you
see agricultural equipment with emblems,
which are red and orange, retro-reflective
triangles attached to equipment meant
to warn motorists to slow down because
the equipment displaying the emblem is
moving less than 25 miles per hour.

* Be extremely cautious when passing
equipment because the operator may not
see or hear you. Be patient; do not pass
the slow moving equipment unless it is
absolutely safe to do so.

e Pass with caution. The equipment
may be longer and wider than you think.

* Be aware of possible left hand turns
by farm equipment into fields. Watch for
signal lights and hand signals. Scan your
surroundings for the location field drive-
ways before beginning to pass.

Tips for farmers:
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on all farm equipment traveling 25 mph
or less.

* Emblems must be clean, unfaded and
visible. New emblems can be reflective
up to 1,200 feet. Replace faded and bro-
ken emblems.

e Check lights and reflectors before
road travel. Make sure lights and blinkers
function properly and visible by motor-
ists.

* Maintain high visibility on the high-
way. Use lights, flashers, and turn signals
to indicate your location and intentions.

* Use reflective marking tape to show
the size of farm equipment.

e Pull over and allow traffic to pass,
when it is safe to do so and you can pull
off the road entirely with your equipment.

* Avoid or minimize road travel when it
is dark, during morning and evening peak
drive times, and during bad weather when

visibility may be poor.

* Use an escort vehicle when moving
large equipment on the road.

* Consider installing service roads in
fields along busy highways to eliminate
travel on highways when feasible.

One final tip for farmers — never trans-
port extra passengers on a tractor de-
signed for one person. It’s unsafe for the
passenger and is a distraction to the trac-
tor driver. Extra riders are at tremendous
risk of falling from the tractor, which
could place them in the path of a towed
implement if one is attached to the trac-
tor. If the tractor is equipped with an extra
seat the rider should be seated and buck-
led while the tractor is moving.

It takes time to prevent farm accidents,
Slocombe said. Unfortunately, it takes
only seconds to become a farm accident
victim. Plan ahead. Think safety first.

Shirley D Skolout

1690 W. 4th St., Colby
(785)460-6284

=] Insurance

Your protection
is personal.

Get a quote today from:

Mountain Plains Agency LLC

skolos1@nationwide.com

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

Nationwide’

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Home office:
(olumbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Nalionwide, the
Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual
Insurance Company. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval.
Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance, the Nationwide framemark, Nationwide is On Your
Side and Join the Nation are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.
© 2013 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NPO-0194M1 (01/13)

Razorback Roustabout LLC

Licensediseptic system installations,
excavation, demolition, tree & debris removal

I wont turn down any work that is within
my capabilities - so please call!!

785-342-1152

wigh, ggg

S0

clubhouse and laundry room, and store!

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.
High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 « www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Live at the resort in your
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$450 monthly rent - includes
water, sewer & cable TV!

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,

i

'ANSAS

Islsurancem

HSI

824 Main, PO Box 378
Hoxie, KS 67740

HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.

(785) 675.3263 - Fax (785) 675.3721

Langer Industrial Service

115 S. State St.
Winona, KS 67764

2022 County Road 11 - Levant, KS 67743 « 785-586-2208

Monday - Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

We pay cash up to for all scrap metal*
Brass « Copper * Aluminum - Batteries ¢ Electric motors « Cars
+ Combines « Farm Equipment « Prepared/Unprepared Iron and Tin
« Container Service « Off site baling and car crushing

* Limited pickup service available

* Some Conditions Apply

Dennis Tubs

Schedule deliveries after normal business hours by appointment when necessary.

Christy Griffith, RTRP

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701
785-462-7428

Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates
Now Processing Tax Returns
Under Extension

Working to bring you the best possible solutions

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
COMMERCIAL

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

David Browne Il Vemon Hurd

dtubbs@kansasins.com

Heritage Shingles . EPDM Rubber H ks .
Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply _maam o
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

estern Agricultural Insurance Company*

2 are based on the claims-paying abilty of Farm Bureau Life Ins
sofvioes offered through FBL Mamdmmm LLG*, 5400 Un

MAS

ounty

INSURANCE
AGENCY

490 N. Franklin
785-462-3939

+ Home & Auto

¢ Farm & Crop

¢ Business Insurance
+ Boat, Motorcycle, RV

Formerly TH

Nationwide®
memd  Agribusiness
On Your Side®

If you have CDs about to mature or other assets to invest,
consider all of your options. Not only do our fixed annuities
offer you a competitive return, they also offer you flexibility,
security and guarantees.

To see how simple it can be to save for your future,

contact us today.
r-
.
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance + Investments

2 Company. Note: Bank
iy Ave., West Des Mcm
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*AWest [

DIC insured, the other products referenced here 2r2 not
66, 877/860-2004, Mcmw&lm Farm Bureau Propenn
Woines, |A. *Affiliatss “Company providers of Farm Bureau

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

/ (785) 462:6995
: (800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!
Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

The Kitchen & Bath Professionals
« Kitchen Cabinets « Counter Tops
* Closets * Furniture - Commercial

» Entertainment Centers

INK

J["ERMITE &

1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS - 800.320.2201
www.mingocustomwoods.com * 785.462.2200

.f\x.};: » Custom Jewelry Closets EST EUNT L
\ Mingo Custom Woods 1-800-536-2704
www.hinkletermlie.com

JOE HESKETT e OWNER e 785-545-6868 (CELL)

Meadow Lake

Restaurant & Lounge

COMPLETE LAWN CARE

* Mowing * Verticut
+ Edging * Tree Trimming
* Trimming & Removal

Lawn & Tree Spraying & Fertilizing

| Sprinkler System Repairs & Installation |

Call today to get your FREE estimate
Fully Insured, Bonded, Licensed and Covered by workman’s Comp.
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