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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 10/10

Dear Readers: Wow! Are my readers super! A 
reader had a problem: How to frame a puzzle? 
Here are just a few of the hints you shared:

Elaine in Alabama wrote: “You can fi nd tons 
of good frames, all kinds and all sizes, at thrift 
stores. Some will be empty, and some will have 
pictures in them. Just take out the pictures. They 
will be very inexpensive.” (I agree! – Heloise)

Frank in Arkansas wrote: “Find a carpenter, as 
they always have a lot of scraps left over. They 
have saws and could cut pieces at the end of the 
day. Buy glue at the hardware store to fi nish. Use 
books as weights to hold pieces in place while 
glue sets.”

Marillyn in Texas wrote: “After assembling, 
coat the front of the puzzle with glue (Heloise 
here: They make special glue for puzzles, or use 
any that dries clear) and slide a squeegee or plas-
tic ruler over the puzzle to work the glue into 
puzzle pieces. It will dry clear. After it has dried, 
turn the puzzle over and repeat the process on the 
back. Cut a piece of poster board to fi t, and glue 
in place.”

Marie, via e-mail, wrote: “Picture frames do 
not come in the sizes that puzzles are made in. 
Buy a frame that is larger and use pretty paper 
or pieces of fabric to cover the edges where the 
backing shows.”

All of these are great hints! Thanks for writing 
in! – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

PLEASE PRINT
Dear Heloise: When my husband passed, there 

were so many friends and family who signed the 
guest book. However, I couldn’t read 90 percent 
of the names. Sign your name, but also print it. – 
Sue, via fax

Sue, I am sorry for your loss, and you are so 
kind to write with this hint. This time in anyone’s 
life is diffi cult enough. One should not have to 
worry about trying to read an unreadable name. 
Also, with sympathy cards, please include your 
last name – there are a lot of Johns and Janes out 
there. – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: Whenever we travel on a get-

away trip via car, we appreciate the motels that 
accommodate us with a coffee machine and cof-
fee. But for some reason, the water from the tap 
doesn’t taste right. Now when we travel, we take 
our own bottled water, and our coffee brews deli-
ciously. – Sally F. in Texas

Love the coffee machines in a hotel room, but 
you are right! Sometimes the water is just fi ne; 
other times, in some cities or older hotels, well, 
it’s not. — Heloise

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Readers solve
puzzle problem

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 10/11

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. One notrump. When you are in the balanc-

ing seat – that is, when the bidding is at a low 
level and would be over if you passed – you are 
allowed to make bids that do not meet the usual 
requirements for the same bid made in a different 
situation. Here, the one-notrump overcall does 
not promise the normal complement of 15 to 18 
points, but instead indicates 11 to 14. If a player 
in the balancing position actually has a stron-
ger notrump hand, he must double fi rst and bid 
notrump later.

2. Double. If you were North – immediately 
behind the opening bidder – you would overcall 
West’s one-diamond bid with one notrump. But 
since you are in the balancing seat, you cannot 
afford to bid one notrump because partner would 
expect you to have 11 to 14 points, as in the pre-
vious problem. Instead, you should double, plan-
ning to bid notrump at your next turn.

3. One spade. Even though your hand would 
not qualify for a vulnerable overcall if you were 
in the North position, here it is better to bid one 
spade than to pass. Partner probably has at least 
10 points, which gives you a good shot at mak-
ing a partscore. You’d lose this opportunity if you 
elected to pass one diamond.

4. Pass. Your best chance for a signifi cant plus 
score lies in letting West play the hand in one dia-
mond. The fact that you have the values for an 
opening bid does not mean that you must take 
action at this point. West will probably go down 
two or three tricks in one diamond — 200 or 300 
points — which could well be the best result 
available. Note that you cannot double, since this 
would be for takeout.

5. Double. Here you have values that are com-
pletely independent of your being in the balanc-
ing seat. If you were North, you would double, 
and as South you should take exactly the same 
action. True, your double is suspect when you 
are in the balancing position, but you plan to take 
strong action at your next turn to identify your 
actual strength. It is much better to double than to 
bid two spades, which is strength-showing in the 
balancing position, but not forcing.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


