Page 2 Colby Free Press Wednesday, October 16,2013

Area/State

Weather;

Checking out the good old stuff

SA‘M DIETER/Colby Free Press
People examined the wares on display Saturday afternoon at an Arts and Antique Show
which went on Friday and Saturday at the Whistle Stop RV Park.

County jail problems seen
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a bid from Tubbs and Sons Ford for a new pickup
for $22,142. After Landfill Director Larry Jumper
studied the bids for a new tractor, the commis-
sioners approved a bid for a $55,514 New Hol-
land tractor from American Implement.

could flood the jail floor, where there are several
fans and space heaters hooked up to electrical out-
lets.

“Somebody’s going to get electrocuted sooner

I?g or later,” he said. The commissioners then agreed with Jumper’s
af- The commissioners did not come to a decision recommendation to take around 1,100 old rail-

after their discussion about the jail. Earlier in the
meeting, they heard a report from Allen Beck, a
consultant hired to work on the jail expansion.
Beck said he is still going over demographic data
from the county, and is getting conflicting data on
population trends. The population is going down,
he noted, but more apartments are being built.

During the talk about the contraband, the com-
missioners discussed using pre-fabricated metal
pods as a way to house inmates. Baughn said he
understood that Beck does not like the idea of
pods.

In other business, the commissioners:

* Approved bids for a new pickup and mower

Deal reached to avoid default

road ties from Superior Railroad. Jumper said
he talked with the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment, and learned the landfill might
need a permit to grind the ties down, and that they
would need to be sampled for creosote. The land-
fill would get $41,000 to dispose of the ties.

* Approved a $2,965 bid from Northwest Deco-
rating Center to replace a carpet in the treasur-
er’s office. County Clerk Shelly Harms said that
someone installing a new postage meter dropped
ink on the floor, and the company he worked for
offered to clean the ink up, but not to replace the
carpet.
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Morning” today that a U.S.
government default on its debts
would be “much worse than
Lehman Brothers,” the invest-
ment firm whose 2008 collapse
led to the global financial crisis.

Aides to Reid and McConnell
said the two men had resumed
talks, including a Tuesday night
conversation, and were hopeful
about striking an agreement that
could pass both houses.

ately reopening the government
fully and keeping agencies run-
ning until Jan. 15 — leaving law-
makers clashing over the same
disputes in the near future.

It also set a mid-December

deadline for bipartisan budget
negotiators to report on efforts
to reach compromise on longer-
term issues like spending cuts.
And it likely would require the
Obama administration to certify
that it can verify the income of
people who qualify for federal
subsidies for medical insurance
under the 2010 health care law.
But that emerging Senate pact
was put on hold Tuesday, an ex-
traordinary day that highlighted
how unruly rank-and-file House

ers, especially conservatives.
Boehner crafted two versions
of the bill, but neither made it to
a House vote because both faced
certain defeat. Working against
him was word during the day

from the influential group Heri-
tage Action for America that his
legislation was not conservative
enough — a worrisome threat for
many GOP lawmakers whose
biggest electoral fears are of pri-
mary challenges from the right.

The last of Boehner’s two
bills had the same dates as the
emerging Senate plan on the
debt limit and shutdown.

But it also blocked federal
payments for the president,
members of Congress and other

Precip: Monday ~ 0.15 inches It was expected to mirror Republicans can be, even when officials to help pay for their
Tuesday NOUe a deal the leaders had neared the stakes are high. Facing solid health care coverage. And it pre-
Month: 0.64 !nCheS Monday. That agreement was Democratic opposition, Boehner vented the Obama administra-
Year: 13.38 !nCheS described as extending the debt tried in vain to write legislation tion from shifting funds among
Normal: ~ 19.29 inches limit through Feb. 7, immedi- that would satisfy GOP lawmak- different accounts — as past

Treasury secretaries have done —
to let the government keep pay-
ing bills briefly after the federal
debt limit is reached.

Brieflyy

The deadline for Briefly is noon the day before. Items submitted in the
morning will be set up for the following day, space available. The deadline
for Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

It’s time to stop separating grass clippings

The Colby Sanitation Department will stop picking up grass clippings
separately after Friday. You may put clippings in with your regular trash
until spring. For questions, call Omar Weber at the Public Works Depart-
ment, 460-4420.

Nurturing parents focus of free classes

Smart Start Northwest Kansas will be offering free “nurturing parent”
classes designed to teach people how to build healthy and caring fami-
lies from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays beginning Monday.
Dinner is included. Enroll by Friday by calling Denise Singer at 465-9103.

Church women selling holiday greenery

The Colby Presbyterian Women are selling fresh Christmas greenery —
wreaths, garlands and centerpieces — as a fund raiser for their mission proj-
ects. Orders are due by Friday, Nov. 8. For information or to order, contact
the church at 462-6342 or JoAnne Sunderman at 460-2476. Delivery will
be the first week of December.

Wheelchair users invited to support group

A support group for people using wheelchairs, walkers or other devices
to get around will meet at 4:30 p.m. Thursday at the Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary. Anyone who’s interested, along with their caretakers, is invited. For
questions, call DeAnn Guy at 443-6102 or Maxine Nelson at 462-3571.

Pancake feed to help with projects

The Colby Kiwanis Club will hold a pancake feed from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall, 220 N. Lake. For $4, you
can support Christmas and youth projects and other community services.
For information, call Charles Keifer at 460-4610.

Haunted House coming soooooon

The American Youth Soccer Organization Haunted House will be open
beginning at 7 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays this weekend and Oct. 25 and
26, and Thursday, Oct. 31, at the Thomas County Fairgrounds, for $10 a
person. Children under 12 can attend for $6 from 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
26. An item for Genesis-Thomas County Food Bank will take $1 off. For
information, call Emily Griffin at 443-5884.

Commodities to be given out here Monday

U.S. Department of Agriculture commodities will be distributed from 1
to 2 p.m. Monday at the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program office in
the Senior Progress Center at Fike Park. Distribution is first come, first-
served, but you may send a signed permission slip with another person.
Bring a sack or box. For questions, call the office at 462-6744.

Open house to welcome doctors

The Family Center for Health Care and Citizens Medical Center will
hold an open house from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday at the clinic, 310 E. College
in Colby, to show off the center’s new addition and to welcome Drs. Sarah
Gabel and Kelly Gabel. For information, call the clinic at 462-6184.

Schools plan concert, musical in October

The Colby Public Schools District Music Concert will begin at 7:30
p-m. Tuesday at the Community Building. Doors open at 7:15 p.m. The
third grade will put on the musical, “You’ve Got the Power,” about think-
ing positive and feeling great, at 2 and 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, in the
Colby Grade School Auditorium. For information, call Jennifer Otten at
460-5100.

Conservation district moved by shutdown

Because of the federal shutdown, the Thomas County Conservation Dis-
trict, normally housed in the U.S. Department of Agriculture building on
Country Club Drive, has moved to temporary quarters at 1290 W. Fourth
St. in the new office of Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management Dis-
trict. District Manager Debbie Potter can be reached at 443-4830.

Massage clinics being offered at college

Students enrolled in the therapeutic massage program at Colby Commus-
nity College are holding massage clinics on Monday evenings in Thomas
Hall on the Colby campus. Cost is $25 for a one-hour massage. Online
scheduling is available at www.colbymassagetherapy.genbook.com. For
information, contact program Director Ceena Owens at 460-5427 or e-
mail ceena.owens@colbycc.edu.
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