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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 10/24

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

4
1
8
6
3
5
9
7
2

7
2
3
4
9
1
8
5
6

5
9
6
7
8
2
3
4
1

9
3
7
2
6
4
5
1
8

1
6
4
8
5
7
2
3
9

8
5
2
9
1
3
7
6
4

6
7
1
5
2
8
4
9
3

2
4
9
3
7
6
1
8
5

3
8
5
1
4
9
6
2
7 20

13
 C

on
ce

pt
is

 P
uz

zl
es

, D
is

t. 
by

 K
in

g 
Fe

at
ur

es
 S

yn
di

ca
te

, I
nc

.

Difficulty Level 10/23

Accent on the Wrong Syllable
You can’t play bridge by rote. While it’s true 

that, over the long haul, you’d probably hit the 
mark quite often by blindly applying the general 
rules of bidding or play, it’s important to remem-
ber that a general rule should not be regarded as a 
substitute for thinking. 

Suppose you’re East in today’s deal and part-
ner leads the diamond nine. Dummy follows low, 
and the question is whether to play the ten or the 
ace.  

Your decision is crucial. If you play the ten 
from force of habit, consistent with the tradition-
al principles of sound defense, it costs you the 
contract. South wins with the king, takes a club 
fi nesse and fi nishes with 10 tricks. 

Observe, however, that if you win the opening 
diamond lead with the ace and shift to the ten of 
spades, the contract fails regardless of what de-
clarer does from this point on. Eventually he los-
es three spades, a diamond and a club, and goes 
down one. 

It should not surprise you that if you let South 
win the fi rst diamond with the king, he will make 
the contract. While it can’t be denied that putting 
up the diamond ace allows South to score three 
diamond tricks instead of one, those three tricks 
do not give him the nine he needs to make the 
contract. You should feel much more concerned 
with fi nding a play that defeats the contract than 
with fi nding a play that stops declarer from mak-
ing three diamond tricks. 

To that end, you should launch an attack on 
spades – your only real hope – before declarer 
can launch his own attack on clubs. If you do, 
you wind up with a modest plus instead of a sub-
stantial minus.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I recently acquired a vintage dining room 
table, one table leaf and fi ve matching chairs. 
The wood is walnut, and the table is very or-
nate. We found a paper label on two of the 
chairs. It reads “Midwest Furniture & Chair 
Co.” I can’t fi nd any information about the 
company. And what could the set be worth?

A: Midwest Furniture & Chair Co. was in busi-
ness in St. Joseph, Mo., in the 1920s. Your set 
would be worth more if you had a sixth chair. 
Sets by the maker have sold recently for $450 
and $675, but both had at least six chairs plus a 
sideboard. So your set might sell for $200 or less.

Q: I have a letter opener that reads “Pan-
American Exposition, 1901” on the blade and 
a picture of the fair’s Electric Tower on the 
handle. The back has fruit and fl ower designs. 
It’s silver-colored, but I’m not sure if it’s ster-
ling silver. Does it have any value?

A: The Pan-American Exposition was held 
in Buffalo, N.Y., from May to November 1901. 
Many souvenir items were made picturing the 
buildings and features of the fair. The Electric 
Tower on your letter opener was the tallest struc-
ture at the fair and often pictured. Most souve-
nir items are silver plate, not sterling. Your letter 
opener is probably worth about $25. Here’s some 
history: President William McKinley was shot by 
anarchist Leon Czolgosz while the president was 
shaking hands with visitors in the Temple of Mu-
sic on the fairgrounds on Sept. 6, 1901. He died 
eight days later. For more information about the 
1901 World’s Fair, go to PanAm1901.org.

Q: A few years ago, I was at a garage sale 
and spotted a bronze-colored bust of a clas-
sical woman. I instantly fell in love with her. 
She’s imprinted on the back with the artist’s 
signature, “Henri Jacobs,” and “copyright 
1904 by Napoleon Alliot.” I would like to know 
more about the maker of this bust.

A: Henri Jacobs (1864-1935) has been called 
the “Father of Belgian Art Nouveau.” He was an 
artist and architect and was also known for his 
Art Nouveau busts of women. Napoleon Alliot 
was a sculptor who also had a foundry. Your bust 
could sell at auction for more than $1,000 even 
though it is not bronze.

Terry Kovel and Kim Kovel answer as many 
questions as possible through the column. By 
sending a letter with a question, you give full per-
mission for use in the column or any other Kovel 
forum. Names, addresses or e-mail addresses will 
not be published. We cannot guarantee the return 
of any photograph, but if a stamped envelope is 
included, we will try. The amount of mail makes 
personal answers or appraisals impossible. Write 
to Kovels, (Colby Free Press), King Features 
Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., New York, NY 10019.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Dining room set
short one chair

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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Collecting
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Terry 
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