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National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 34. South wind 5
to 10 mph becoming north after
midnight.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 56. North wind 5 to
15 mph becoming east in the
afternoon.

Thursday Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 31.
Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph be-
coming south after midnight.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 61. South wind 10 to
15 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 33.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 62.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 32.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance
of rain. Mostly sunny, with a high
near 52.

Sunday Night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 26. Chance of
precipitation is 30 percent.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 39.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 20.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 44.

Monday: High, 38; Low 17
Tuesday: High, 48; Low 21

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:27a.m. 5:30 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 92 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

‘Extraordinary’ show comlng to Colby

~

Craig Karges does more than
put his money where his mouth
is; he bets his paycheck won’t
be ripped to shreds.

At 3 p.m. Sunday<n17> in the
Cultural Arts Center at Colby
Community College, Karges
will present his one-man show,
“Experience the Extraordinary!”
The show toured over 100 cities
last year.

Billed as an extraordinist,
Karges is known to television
viewers for his mental feats in-
volving extraordinary phenom-
ena on “The Tonight Show with
Jay Leno,” “Larry King Live,”
Fox News Channel, CNN Head-
line News, CNBC, Lifetime and
E! Entertainment Television.

He is author of “The Wizard’s
Legacy,” “Ignite Your Intuition”
and “Extraordinary Tales.”

Special funds from the Patri-
cia A. Embree Trust Fund at the
Thomas County Community
Foundation have been given
to bring this unusual show to
Colby.

During his full-evening stage
show, Karges says he will risk
his performance fee as a demon-
stration of his unique abilities.

“I’ll ask a member of the au-
dience to place the check for my
performance in one of several
envelopes,” Karges says. Ac-
cording to Karges, the other en-
velopes will each contain blank
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That makes the hidden costs
even more significant.

“This is an ecological disas-
er,” said Craig Cox of the En-
vironmental Working Group, a
natural ally of the president that,

Precip: Monday None like others, now finds itself at
Tuesday None odds with the White House.
Month: 0.38 inches The administration accepts
Year: 14.44 inches the cost because it believes sup-
Normal:  20.03 inches

porting corn ethanol will en-
courage development of cleaner,
greener biofuels.

“That is what you give up
if you don’t recognize that re-
newable fuels have someplace

Ringneck Classic starts
Thursday night in Norton

NORTON (AP) — Gov. Sam
Brownback is sponsoring his
third annual, four-day Ringneck
Classic this week in Norton and
Graham counties to spotlight
pheasant hunting in northwest
Kansas.

The event begins Thursday
with an evening reception in
Norton. A five-hour sporting
clays tournament is set to begin
Friday morning, with Brownback
holding an evening reception at
the National Guard Armory.

The governor’s all-day hunt
begins Saturday morning, and
it’s followed by an awards ban-
quet in the evening. There will be
further hunting Sunday.

Also participating with
Brownback are Wildlife Secre-
tary Robin Jennison, state Sen.
Ralph Ostmeyer, state Rep. Tra-
vis Couture-Lovelady, and Miss
Kansas 2013 Theresa Vail.

Pheasant  hunting  season
opened in Kansas last week.

paper, and will then be sealed
and mixed up. “I’ll instruct that
person to select one envelope
and then I will destroy the re-
maining envelopes using a pa-
per shredder,” Karges says. “If |
am successful in controlling my
volunteer’s thoughts, the enve-
lope remaining should contain
my check. If not, Western Plains
Arts Association won’t have
to worry about me cashing my
check.”

Karges was named by Perfor-
mance magazine as one of the
top five touring variety-family
shows of the year alongside Da-
vid Copperfield, Disney on Ice,
the Campbell Soup World Fig-
ure Skating Tour and Barney the
Dinosaur.

In his show tables float, minds
are read, metal bends and your
imagination will be challenged.
According to Karges, he does
not possess supernatural pow-
ers, nor does he claim to per-
form as a psychic or magician.
He also offers $100,000 to char-
ity if anyone can prove he uses
stooges or confederates from the
audience to aid him in his dem-
onstrations.

Admission to this unique
event is by Western Plains Arts
Association season ticket or at
the door: adults $20 and stu-
dents $10.

CHRIS HANEWINCKEL

Craig Karges demonstrated his skills at a program. He will be

in Colby Sunday.

Oower carries cost

here,” EPA administrator Gina
McCarthy said in a recent inter-
view with AP. “All renewable
fuels are not corn ethanol.”

Still, corn supplies the over-
whelming majority of ethanol
in the United States, and the ad-
ministration is loath to discuss
the consequences.

“It just caught us completely
off guard,” said Doug Daven-
port, a Department of Agricul-
ture official who encourages
southern Iowa farmers to use
conservation practices. Despite
those efforts, Davenport said
he was surprised at how much
fragile land was turned into corn
fields.

Shortly after Davenport spoke
to The Associated Press, he got
an email ordering him to stop
talking.

“We just want to have a con-
sistent message on the topic,” an
Agriculture Department spokes-
man in lowa said.

That message was laid out by
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack, who spoke to ethanol lob-
byists on Capitol Hill recently
and said ethanol was good for
business.

“We are committed to this in-
dustry because we understand
its benefits,” he said. “We un-
derstand it’s about farm income.
It’s about stabilizing and main-

_ Sponsored by the

taining farm income which is at
record levels.”

But the numbers behind the
policy have become so unwork-
able that, for the first time, the
EPA is soon expected to reduce
the amount of ethanol required
to be added to the gasoline sup-
ply. Meanwhile, an unusual
coalition of big oil companies,
environmental groups and food
companies is pushing the gov-
ernment to go even further and
reconsider the entire ethanol
program.

To understand how America
got to an environmental policy
with such harmful environmen-
tal consequences, it’s helpful to
start in a field in Iowa.

Leroy Perkins, a white-haired,
66-year-old farmer in denim
overalls, stands surrounded by
waist-high grass and clover. He
owns 91 acres like this, all hilly
and erodible, that he set aside
for conservation years ago.

Soon, he will have a decision
to make: keep the land as it is
or, like many of his neighbors,
plow it down and plant corn or
soybeans, the major sources of
biofuel in the United States.

“I"d like to keep it in,” he said.
“This is what southern Iowa’s
for: raising grass.”

For decades, the govern-
ment’s Conservation Reserve

Program has paid people to stop
farming environmentally sensi-
tive land. Grassy fields convert
carbon dioxide into oxygen, and
that combats global warming.
Plus, the deep root systems pre-
vent topsoil from washing away.

A decade ago, Washington
paid farmers in Wayne County
about $70 an acre to leave their
land idle. With corn selling for
about $2 per bushel (56 pounds),
farming the hilly, inferior soil
was bad business.

Lately, the math has changed.

“I'm coming to the point
where financially, it’s not fea-
sible,” Perkins said.

The change began in 2007,
when Congress passed a law re-
quiring oil companies to blend
billions of gallons of ethanol
into gasoline.

Oil prices were high. Imports
were rising. The legislation had
the strong backing of the junior
senator from Illinois, the na-
tion’s second-largest corn pro-
ducer.

“If we’re going to get serious
about investing in our energy
future, we must give our family
farmers and local ethanol pro-
ducers a fair shot at success,”
Obama said then.

President Bush signed the bill
that December.

Briefly
The deadline for Briefly is noon
the day before. Items submitted in the
morning will be set up for the following

day, space available. The deadline for
Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

Reception to bid Cham-
ber director farewell

There will be a farewell reception for
Chamber of Commerce Director Holly
Whitaker from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday, Nov.
22, at the Sleep Inn Convention Center,
2075 Sewell Ave. Join in to bid her a
fond farewell as she and her husband
Adam embark on their new adventure
to England. For information, call the
Thomas County Chamber officer at
460-3401.

Wellness Challenge to
kick off Jan. 6

This year’s Thomas County Wellness
Challenge will kick off with a presen-
tation from Dr. Doug Gruenbacher on
Monday, Jan. 6, with blood draws for lab
tests available from 6 to 9 a.m. Thurs-
day through Saturday, Jan. 9 through
11, and Monday, Jan. 13, in the lobby of
Citizens Medical Center. The Challenge
itself will begin Monday, Jan. 13. For
information, contact Megan Carmichael
at 460-4596.

Food for Thought be-
gins with author

The Prairie Museum’s Food for
Thought program, held at noon on the
third Thursday of every month from
November to March, will kick off for
the season with a presentation by author
Albert Hardon of Atwood on Nov. 21.
For information, go to www.prairiemu-
seum.org.

Creation expert to
speak at banquet

The “Partners for the Future” ban-
quet at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22, at
Heartland Christian School will feature
Brian Young, director of the Creation
Instruction Association. Tickets are $15
including dinner, music and the speaker.
Call Deena Bandy at 460-6419 for in-
formation.

Sign up now for holiday
food basket

Genesis-Thomas County Food Bank
plans to distribute holiday baskets for
Thomas County families. If you’d like
a basket, pick up a form at the office,
350 S. Range, Suite 13, from 10 a.m.
to noon or 1 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays,
the Pioneer Memorial Library, Thomas
County Health Department and the state
Department for Children and Families,
or call 460-7930 and leave a message.

Genesis needs nonperishable food
items and money to fill baskets. Bring
donations to the office, 350 S. Range
(open Wednesdays), Leroy’s Printing
downtown or participating churches.
Checks may be sent to Genesis, Box
214, Colby, Kan., 67701. Organizations
planning a food drive are asked to leave
a message at the office, 460-7930.

For information, call Leisa Hansen at
460-2710.
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