
National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with 

a low around 38. South wind 10 
to 15 mph becoming southwest 
after midnight. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 67. Southwest wind 
10 to 15 mph. 

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 34. 
South wind 5 to 15 mph becom-
ing northwest after midnight. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high 
near 53. Windy, with a northwest 
wind 15 to 20 mph increasing to 
25 to 30 mph in the morning. 
Winds could gust as high as 40 
mph. 

Sunday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 25.

Monday: Sunny, with a high 
near 53.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 28.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high 
near 56.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 31.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 57.

Wednesday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 33.

Thursday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers. Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 56.

Thursday: High, 58; Low 27
Precip: Thursday 0.None
 Month: 0.38 inches
 Year:   14.44 inches
 Normal:  20.03 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Saturday 7:29 a.m. 5:28 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 99 percent

Sunday 7:31 a.m. 5:28 p.m.
Full moon at 9:17 a.m.

Monday 7:32 a.m. 5:27 p.m.
Moon: waning, 99 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Area/State

The deadline for Briefl y is noon 
the day before. Items submitted in the
morning will be set up for the following
day, space available. The deadline for 
Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

Food for Thought be-
gins with author

The Prairie Museum’s Food for 
Thought program, held at noon on the
third Thursday of every month from
November to March, will kick off for
the season with a presentation by author
Albert Hardon of Atwood next week.
For information, go to www.prairiemu-
seum.org.

Reception to bid farewell
to Chamber director

A farewell reception for Thomas 
County Area Chamber of Commerce
Director Holly Whitaker is planned
from 4 to 6 p.m. next Friday at the Sleep
Inn Convention Center, 2075 Sewell 
Ave. She and her husband Adam are 
about to embark on a new adventure in
England. She has been Chamber direc-
tor for 7 1/2 years. For information, call
the Chamber offi cer at 460-3401.

Creation expert 
to speak at banquet

The “Partners for the Future” ban-
quet at 6:30 p.m. next Friday at Heart-
land Christian School will feature Brian
Young, director of the Creation Instruc-
tion Association. Tickets are $15 in-
cluding dinner, music and the speaker.
Call Deena Bandy at 460-6419 for in-
formation.

Help Genesis 
with holiday baskets

Genesis needs nonperishable food 
items and money to fi ll baskets. Bring
donations to the offi ce, 350 S. Range 
(open Wednesdays), Leroy’s Printing 
downtown or participating churches.
Checks may be sent to Genesis, Box 
214, Colby, Kan., 67701. For informa-
tion, call Leisa Hansen at 460-2710.

No trash pickup 
Thanksgiving, day after

Colby residential trash pickup for 
Thanksgiving on Thursday, Nov. 28, 
will be done Wednesday Nov. 27. Resi-
dential trash for Friday, Nov. 29, will be
picked up on Monday, Dec. 2. The resi-
dential crew will not work on Thanks-
giving or the following Friday. The
commercial truck will run on Saturday
Nov. 30. It will not run on Thursday or 
Friday. For information, call Director 
Omar Weber at the Public Works De-
partment, 460-4420.

Donations to group 
will support food aid

Help support the Genesis-Thomas
County food bank and the Food 4 Kids
backpack program. Drop off your do-
nations from 3 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 3, at the Thomas County Offi ce 
Complex to support the “Community
Can” food challenge, sponsored by the
Women of K-State at the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center. For questions,
call Becky Darling at 462-6281.
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Colby wrestler to be honored
plugging along. Only now do I see the pres-
tige of being honored with only about 200 
others still living.”

Nebraska-Lincoln recently became the 
fi rst NCAA university to boast 300 Aca-
demic All-American athletes. The Huskers 
(307) lead a top fi ve that includes Notre 
Dame (231), Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (204), Penn State (182) and 
Stanford (176).

“I’ll be a Husker for life,” the son of 
Colby’s Jim and Bernice Murray said. “As a 
school, it is second to none.”

Yet bigger goals have taken Matt Murray 
far beyond any state borders or city limits. 
After graduating with a math education de-
gree in 2006, Murray began his own busi-
ness named Murray Custom Homes which 
continued the family tradition.

Dad Jim has worked in the construction 
and roofi ng business since 1976.

“Even in college, I would come home to 
Colby and work for Dad during summers,” 
Matt recalled.

“Quite honestly, I was hoping Matt would 
do something more,” Jim said. “But he’s 
done very well. We are very proud of him.”

Murray Custom Homes has expanded to 
have Denver, Dallas and Houston, besides 
Lincoln. Besides many employees, wife 
Courtney handles the interior and exterior 
decorating while brother Scott Murray does 
drafting.

Courtney also graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree 
in business. The couple’s about to take on 
another great adventure.

“Our fi rst child is due on New Year’s 
Day,” Matt proclaimed. “It’s a son.”

This weekend’s festivities will include a 
University of Nebraska wrestling reunion. 
Manning has coached 34 All-Americans 
during 13 seasons including two-time na-
tional champion and Olympic gold medalist 
Jordan Burroughs.

Manning’s teams have posted a 175-71-3 
dual record entering this season and more 
than one top fi ve NCAA Division I team fi n-
ish.

Yet he still has never forgotten that Colby 
Community College Trojan who attended a 
Huskers wrestling camp more than 10 years 
ago.

“Matt Murray wasn’t a heavily recruit-
ed kid coming from Colby, but he proved 
himself when he got here,” Manning said 
in a phone interview with the Free Press 
Wednesday evening. “He was one heck of 
a competitor who did everything right. He 
was a warrior and he always wanted to be 
a leader, especially with how he practiced. 
And he won a lot of big matches.”

Murray’s road to the 2004 NCAA 
141-pound championship match featured 
wins over No. 2-ranked Nate Gallick of 
Iowa State in four overtimes and a 4-3 tri-
umph against No. 3-ranked Teyon Ware 
from the University of Oklahoma.

“Ware was eventually a national cham-
pion, but I don’t think he ever beat Matt,” 
Manning said. “A lot of guys didn’t like to 
wrestle Matt because he was going to bring 
his lunch pail, and you had better bring 
yours.”

Seeded No. 7, Murray fi nally did lose that 
national title match, 5-2, to the University 

of Iowa’s Cliff Moore. However, he still 
posted an impressive 48-13 record during 
two seasons and 30-6 in duals.

The effort followed Murray’s 34-4 sea-
son at Colby Community College and state 
champion Colby High career. Murray still 
credits a lot of his success to these earliest 
Eagle days, both in athletics and academics. 

“My dad was one of my wrestling coach-
es up into college, but my family also taught 
me that academics was fi rst right away,” 
Matt said. “I never forgot that.”

From “WRESTLER,” Page 1

Matt and Courtney Murray

Foundation audit leads to changes

Linking pupil scores to teacher ratings risky

college, for the fall semester 
scholarships.

The motion passed unani-
mously.

Hurd also moved to require 
the college to certify in a no-
tarized document that the fall 
scholarship recipients meet each 
scholarship’s criteria.

“Clearly, taking the college 
at their word has put us in error 
at least 15 percent of the time,” 
said Hurd, referring to an audit 
of last year’s scholarships.

The audit, performed by rep-
resentatives of Adams, Brown, 
Beran and Ball, sampled one-
third of the recipients of foun-
dation scholarships, compar-
ing their characteristics with 
the stated qualifi cations for the 
scholarships they received.

Fifteen percent of the sample 
students did not qualify for the 

scholarships they were given by 
the college.

The foundation has relied on 
the school to correctly match 
the scholarship characteristics 
to the students and, due to pri-
vacy concerns, has not been able 
to verify that each student quali-
fi ed for the scholarships he was 
given.

Board member Larry Koon 
voted against the motion to re-
quire a certifi cation, describing 
it as “divisive.”

Though four board members 
voted in favor of the motion, 
four voted against it, and the 
motion failed after the remain-
ing board members abstained.

We need to make a public 
demonstration that we are be-
ing true to the people who gave 
these scholarships, said Hurd.

His sentiments were echoed 
by several other board members, 
even those who voted against 

his second motion.
Audrey Hines, representing 

the college trustees at the foun-
dation’s meeting, argued against 
both motions, grumbling under 
her breath even while the board 
was voting.

“Just take it over and forget 
it,” she said at one point, refer-
ring to the scholarship selection 
process.

Hines had also argued against 
providing a copy of the founda-
tion’s audit report to the press.

“It’s problematic to person-
ally award 187 scholarships,” 
said Wells, “but if that’s what 
we have to do, that’s what we 
have to do.”

Wells said 64 college employ-
ees have changed in the last few 
years and this level of turnover 
has led to errors.

Dr. Stephen Vacik, the col-
lege’s president, said some fi -
nancial aid was delayed by an 

error in federal government 
processing, leading to delays in 
some disbursements.

Vacik said charges have been 
applied to student accounts 
though not all students have 
received a paper bill yet or a 
refund check if they received 
more fi nancial aid than needed 
to cover their bill. 

“As we’ve been able to get 
things processed,” Vacik said, 
“we’ve been disbursing.”

Vacik did not wish to com-
ment on the foundation’s policy 
change.

He admitted billing has been 
later than normal this year.

The fi rst batch of statements 
went out within the last three 
weeks, he said, and the last 
batch should go out “any day 
now.”

From “AUDIT,” Page 1

LAWRENCE (AP) – Using 
student test scores to evaluate 
teachers is risky and potentially 
misjudges the work of otherwise 
good teachers, a leading testing 
expert says.

James Popham, an emeritus 
professor at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, and 
other speakers at a University 
of Kansas conference on test-

ing and instructional quality 
expressed concern that many 
high-stakes, standardized exams 
may test what students know 
without testing whether they 
have a good teacher or not, The 
Topeka Capital-Journal (bit.
ly/1hKW7dE) reported.

“Think of the terrible, bad 
things that can happen when a 
good teacher is thought to be un-

good,” Popham, who has three 
decades of experience devel-
oping and analyzing tests, said 
Thursday.

Kansas and many other states 
are moving toward new systems 
of teacher evaluation in which 
teachers are assessed based in 

part on student scores on annual 
mathematics and reading tests.

Popham said he isn’t opposed 
to using test scores to evalu-
ate teachers, but that valid tests 
must be used. There must be ev-
idence the tests being used can 
evaluate teacher quality.


