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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 11/18

Dear Heloise: I recently badly burned my fi n-
gers while baking cookies because I failed to no-
tice that my hot pad had gotten damp in the pro-
cess of washing and reusing the cookie sheets. I 
knew that a damp hot pad or kitchen towel would 
allow you to be burned, but I was working too 
quickly that day to notice. 

Later, when explaining to my friends and fam-
ily how the burn happened, I was surprised to 
hear that some of them didn’t know you could 
be burned by using a damp pad to pick up some-
thing very hot. The extreme heat turns the mois-
ture immediately to steam, and the burn can be 
quite bad. 

Please let readers know to watch out for this 
and never use a damp pad or towel to pick up 
anything really hot. — Bonnie P. in Houston

Ouch! But in truth, I’ve done the same thing! 
Once learned, never again. — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com    

FREEZING AVOCADOS
Dear Heloise: To always have fresh avocados 

on hand, I peel the avocados, cut them in half 
and remove the seed. I put the avocado halves 
in a vacuum-sealed bag and place in the freezer. 
When I want an avocado, I simply open the bag 
and take out what I want. I reseal the avocado in 
the vacuum bag and return to the freezer. They 
thaw quickly and taste fresh. — Lynda in Ama-
rillo, Texas

For those readers who do not own a vacuum 
sealer, after removing the seed, press plastic wrap 
against the avocado fl esh. Put the seed back in (to 
keep the avocado fl esh from getting mushy) on 
top of the plastic and place the entire half, seed 
included, in a freezer zip-top bag, Store avocado 
in the refrigerator or the freezer until needed. — 
Heloise 

P.S.: You may want to “double-bag” the avo-
cado just to be safe.

RANCH POPCORN
Dear Heloise: I know people put seasonings 

or cheese on popcorn. Not being a huge popcorn 
fan, I have yet to try it. My daughter puts dry 
ranch dressing on popcorn for her kids. Needless 
to say, the family insisted I try it. It’s delicious. I 
thought it would make an excellent hint, since I 
would have never thought of it. — D.H. in New 
Jersey

GRATED BUTTER
When you get ready to bake and the butter is 

in the freezer or refrigerator, just grab the cheese 
grater and grate it. Now, I never soften the butter 
before baking. — Virginia D., Moody, Texas

CAKE CHECK
Dear Heloise: I was baking a cake and found a 

simple way to check to see if the cake was done. 
Instead of a toothpick, I wanted something long 
enough so I wouldn’t burn myself and could 
check without having to get the cake out of the 
oven. I used a piece of raw spaghetti. — T.A., 
via email.  

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Be careful –
keep hot pad dry

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 11/20

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Card-Reading
It isn’t diffi cult to make six clubs on this deal if 

you peek at the opposing cards. You simply lead 
the jack of clubs from your hand at some point 
and let it ride if West follows low.

But that is far from the normal thing to do. Per-
centagewise, it is much better to lead a club to 
the ace and fi nesse the jack on the way back. This 
would fail in the actual deal, and declarer, having 
already lost a diamond on the fi rst trick, would 
be down one.

However, when the deal was played many years 
ago by all-time great Waldemar von Zedtwitz, he 
made the slam. Never one to simply settle for the 
obvious play, von Zedtwitz decided to postpone 
tackling trumps until he could gain more infor-
mation about the opposing distribution.

After winning East’s diamond return at trick 
two, he cashed the A-K of spades, noting with 
interest the fall of West’s jack. This was the open-
ing von Zedtwitz was looking for, and he exploit-
ed it to the hilt.

At trick fi ve, he continued with the queen of 
spades, on which West discarded a diamond. 
Convinced that West would have trumped the 
queen if he had worthless clubs, and also that 
West would probably have trumped with the ten 
if he had it, von Zedtwitz placed West with the 
queen of clubs.

Accordingly, he next led the jack of clubs, and 
it was curtains for the defense. In practice, West 
ducked the jack, von Zedtwitz played low from 
dummy, and the slam was home. It would not 
have helped West to cover the jack. Either way, 
the queen was a goner.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


