
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 11/25

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/22

Famous Hand
You might think that hands played in the annu-

al world championship would be models of per-
fection. But the fact is that every once in a while, 
a deal comes along where the bridge played is 
the antithesis of how it should be played, and the 
outcome is distressingly imperfect.

Consider this deal from the 1974 world cham-
pionship match between Italy and North Amer-
ica. When the Italians were North-South at the 
fi rst table, they wound up in fi ve clubs doubled 
after the auction shown.

West’s four-spade bid on fi ve high-card points 
was audacious indeed, but it is hard to argue with 
it since the bid led to an 800-point penalty against 
the Italians.

The perpetrator of this daring deed was Eric 
Murray of Canada, who believed in bidding 
hands to the hilt -- and then some. His four-spade 
bid was a far cry from the values most players 
would have for that bid, but it proved very ef-
fective when North, quite reasonably, went on to 
fi ve clubs.

Then, adding insult to injury, when the fi ve-
club bid rolled around to Murray, he doubled! He 
led his diamond, and East, Sami Kehela, cashed 
the A-K-Q and continued with a diamond, ruffed 
by West with the jack. Declarer later took a trump 
fi nesse, losing to the king, and so went down 
three, -800.

Murray was well-aware that he lacked the 
usual values for his four-spade bid, but he took a 
calculated risk hoping to provoke the enemy into 
a costly misstep. His ploy worked to perfection, 
as evidenced by the outcome.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Page 6   Colby Free Press Monday, November 25, 2013

It’s time to think about Thanksgiving and the 
abundant dinner expected for the holiday. Tradi-
tion today suggests a menu of turkey with stuff-
ing, cranberry sauce, creamed onions, sweet 
potatoes and apple or pumpkin pie. A green-
bean casserole and deep-fried turkey are newer 

ideas. But the fi rst 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
probably featured 
very different food: 
deer, turkey, wild 
birds, perhaps even 
passenger pigeons, 
fi sh, clams, mus-
sels, some nuts and 
maize – corn – used 
to make bread. 

By later Colonial 
times, pies were 
popular for a main 
course when fi lled 
with meat and for 
dessert when made 
with fruit. There 
were no refrigera-
tors, not even ice 
boxes, but a cooked 
pie could be safely 

stored for about a week if kept away from bugs 
and mice. 

A “pie safe” was used for food storage by the 
19th century, especially in the Midwest. A wood-
en cupboard on four tall thin legs was made with 
shelves and drawers. But the sides and the cup-
board doors had panels made of pierced tin. 

The sharp edges of the holes kept out most 
creatures and the holes let in air so the cooked 
fruit did not create mold. The cabinet was kept 
on a porch on the cool, shaded side of the house. 

Collectors today like handmade informal 
kitchen furniture. The best pie safes had tin pan-
els with the holes placed in attractive patterns. 
Sometimes the tin or the wood was painted. 

Some experts today say a pie can stay on a shelf 
for two or three days and still be OK to eat. Re-
frigerating a fruit pie lowers the quality the pie.

Q: My mother has some Royal Doulton 
fi gurines of women dressed in elaborate ruf-
fl ed hoop skirts, bonnets and shawls. But one 
fi gurine seems a bit risque for Royal Doulton. 
She is wearing a tight, revealing dress while 
sprawled on a couch. Could it be a fake?

A: The Royal Doulton fi gurines made by 
Doulton and Co. after 1902 were made to sell 
in gift shops. Most of the fi gurines were senti-
mental, beautiful ladies. But one of Doulton’s 
designers, Leslie Harradine, made small anthro-
pomorphic animals and other fi gures that were 
unusual. He designed several fi gurines of women 
lounging on couches in provocative poses. One 
called “Dreamland,” made in the 1930s, was in 
the Art Deco style. Another, “Siesta,” made be-
tween 1928 and 1938, featured a shapely blond 
in a fl imsy dress leaning on a sofa covered with 
a pink shawl. Both of these fi gurines are rare and 
expensive today. Siesta sold in 2013 for $1,560. 
Dreamland was listed a few years ago for $7,000, 
but is worth a little less today. The fame of the art-
ist is the reason the fi gurines sell for high prices.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Holiday pies
take safe storage

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel

This yellow pine pie safe 
was made in Virginia in 
the 19th century. It is 65 
inches high. An eager 
buyer paid $3,159 for it 
at a Pook & Pook auc-
tion in Downing town, 
Pa., in April 2013.


