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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 11/27

Dear Readers: Is the license plate on your auto 
easy to read? In many states, it’s illegal to alter 
a license plate. Also, something as simple as a 
license-plate frame that does not fi t correctly and 
covers information may be grounds for a ticket. 
If a frame, decal, etc., obscures the number or the 
state name, it is a big no-no!

Also, don’t put any cover on it or anything that 
makes the license plate unreadable. Take this into 
consideration, and check your state laws the next 
time you are thinking about getting a special li-
cense-plate frame, etc. -- Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When we traveled to a rented 

beach house, I put fi ve laundry-detergent pods 
and fi ve dryer sheets in an empty plastic con-
tainer from a powdered drink mix and packed it 
in my checked luggage. When we got there, we 
didn’t have to go out to buy more laundry sup-
plies than we needed, and I had a container to 
bring shells home in! – Joni W., Bentonville, Ark.

NO TEARS
Dear Heloise: I have a 2-year-old female Shi-

hpoo (Shih Tzu-poodle mix). She gets pinkish-
brown staining on her cute little face just under 
her eyes. Do you have a safe, pet-friendly hint 
about how to clean her face and remove most of 
the staining? – Debbie T., via email

There is an easy, safe Heloise Hint that I 
learned from several veterinarians. Mix 1 part 
baby shampoo (no tears!) with 10 parts warm 
water. Gently wipe the area using a cotton ball. 
It may take several times to get rid of the gunk. 
Then use a damp cloth (water only) or another 
cotton ball to “rinse” the area.

Many dogs have this problem, especially most 
white and light-colored dogs, plus it seems to 
show on them more than on a dark-colored dog. 
Try to wipe their eyes daily to help prevent a 
buildup. If the staining is really bad or your dog 
tears excessively, check with your veterinarian to 
make sure nothing is going on. – Heloise

WALLET MISHAP
Dear Heloise: I had an accident where my wal-

let fell out of the rear pocket of my jeans. I came 
up with the idea to sew a 2-inch strip of self-grip-
ping fabric to the top center of that pocket, which 
prevents that from happening. It also may pre-
vent the loss of a wallet from a “nimble-fi ngered” 
pickpocket, as the pocket cannot be opened with-
out you feeling it and hearing the self-gripping 
fabric unzip. – Frank L., Anaheim, Calif.

COLD FEET
Dear Heloise: Recently, my daughter got her 

feet soaked in the melting snow. When she re-
turned from lunch, she was complaining about 
how cold her feet were. A fellow employee sug-
gested that she set her shoes in front of the re-
frigerator in the kitchen. By 5:00, her shoes were 
totally dry. Makes sense, since the warm air from 
the refrigerator blows out the front. – Evelyn. B., 
Little Rock, Ark.

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Covered plate
may tempt fate

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 11/29

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. One heart. Whether or not to bid over a re-

double is more a matter of common sense than 
convention. A pass indicates that there is nothing 
to be gained by bidding, while a bid indicates that 
it is unwise to pass.

Here, the aim of the one-heart bid is to avoid 
the awkward situation that could arise if you were 
to pass and partner bid one spade, your worst suit. 
The heart bid does not promise any values; it can 
be based merely on heart length and/or the obli-
gation to keep partner out of trouble.

2. Pass. This is a fairly good hand opposite a 
takeout double, but there is no need to respond at 
this point since partner has a bid coming, and you 
have support for any suit he names.

3. Three spades. This is not a strong bid, but 
instead indicates extra spade length and very 
limited high-card strength. Partner is expected 
to pass unless he has values in excess of a mini-
mum double. While the chief purpose of the 
three-spade bid is to interfere with the opponents, 
it also implies substantial offensive strength if 
spades are trumps.

4. Pass. Here it is better to let partner seek 
his own salvation. You can’t be sure which suit 
should be trump, so you let him make the choice. 
You’re at least moderately prepared for any suit 
he chooses. 

Note the difference between this hand and the 
fi rst one. There you bid one heart because of the 
danger that partner, left to his own devices, might 
bid spades. Here there is no good reason to fear 
that action.

5. Two hearts. The jump to two hearts informs 
partner that your side may have a game in hearts. 
The bid is not forcing and shows a stronger hand 
than a jump to three hearts, which would be pre-
emptive, as in No. 3 above. If partner does not 
accept your invitation, game is unlikely.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


