
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 12/02

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/29

Famous Hand
This deal features Edwin Kantar, Los Ange-

les star, who played it in a national team-of-four 
championship.  West led a diamond against four 
hearts, and East cashed two diamonds before re-
turning a trump. Looking at all four hands, you 
might think the contract would fail by either one 
or two tricks. 

But Kantar analyzed his prospects thoroughly 
and came up with an inspired line of play that 
brought home the game. He decided that his best 
chance was to play East for specifi cally the K-x 
of spades and the king of clubs, which East was 
likely to have on the bidding. 

Accordingly, after playing three rounds of 
trumps, Kantar cashed the ace of spades and then 
led a spade to dummy’s eight! This worked out 
just as he had hoped when East was forced to win 
the trick with the king, thus establishing an ex-
tra spade trick in dummy on which Kantar could 
later discard one of his club losers. 

But that wasn’t all Kantar accomplished with 
this play, for East now had to return a club or 
yield a ruff-and-discard, allowing South to es-
cape his other club loser. So Kantar miraculously 
wound up making four hearts, fi nding a way to 
avoid losing any clubs at all. 

Note that it would not have helped West to play 
the nine of spades on the second spade lead. Kan-
tar, consistent with his play, had already assigned 
East the doubleton king of spades, and he would 
have proceeded on that assumption regardless of 
which spade West produced on the trick. It isn’t 
easy to talk a fellow like Kantar out of a precon-
ceived notion.

 (c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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The ancient 
Greeks collected 
bottles, but only a 
few wealthy Ameri-
can collectors were 
buy ing bottles in 
the early 1900s. 

At the time, only 
commercial fl asks 
that held whiskey 
and other hand-
blown bottles were 
thought important. 
Probably the earli-
est book for bottle 
collectors was 
writ ten in 1921 by 
Stephen Van Rens-
selaer. In 1941, 
George and Helen 
McKearin wrote “American Bottles” and created 
a system of identifi cation that listed, numbered, 
described and sketched all known historic Ameri-
can fl asks. 

Bottle collecting became a hobby of the mid-
dle class in the 1950s. Valuable bottles were dug 
from backyards and river banks or found at yard 
sales. The fi rst collectors club, the Antique Bottle 
Collectors Association of California, started in 
1959. By the 1960s, articles on old bottles were 
being published in magazines and books. Kovels’ 
“Bottles Price List,” written in 1971, was the fi rst 
of 13 editions. We wrote the last in 2006. 

Interest in bottles has gone up and down during 
the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s, but clubs, shows and 
collections remain. Prices of historic fl asks have 
gone from less than $100 to thousands of dollars. 
Fruit jars, soda bottles, commemorative bottles, 
perfumes, poisons and inks attracted collectors. 

But who would have guessed old bottles could 
become part of modern art? Amateurs could buy 
kits to take old bottles and stretch them into elon-
gated modern shapes. Early 1900s bottles were 
turned purple by exposure to the sun or radiation. 
Claire Falkenstein became famous for sculptures 
made from iron rods and drooping bottles. Eng-
lish artist Barry McGee, made modern art from 
bottles painted with pictures of heads. He chose 
empty whiskey bottles to picture street people. 
His bottle art sells for thousands of dollars. 

Still, the most expensive commercial bottles 
today remain the historic fl asks. Rarities can sell 
for more than $40,000.

Q: I have a ceramic vase marked “Mougin 
Nancy” and “J. Mougin.dc.” It has been in our 
family for more than 60 years. I would like to 
know who made it.

 A: The marks on your vase were used by Jo-
seph Mougin (1876-1961). Joseph and his broth-
er, Pierre, were French sculptors and ceramists 
known for their Art Nouveau and Art Deco de-
signs. They worked in Nancy, France, from 1906 
until 1916, producing their own designs as well 
as works by other artists. In 1916 they moved to 
nearby Luneville. Your vase, marked “Mougin 
Nancy,” was made between 1906 and 1916. 

    (c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Bottle collecting
can get creative

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel

Three empty whisky bot-
tles and three metal wall 
brackets plus the imagi-
nation of a modern art-
ist made this artwork by 
Barry McGee. The piece 
sold for $6,875 in Octo-
ber 2013 at Los Angeles 
Modern Auctions.


