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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 12/19

Dear Heloise: Information about retiring fl ags 
via cremation by funeral homes recently was 
published in one of your columns. I am writing to 
tell you about Stars for Our Troops. 

Flags are sent to Stars for Our Troops from all 
over the country. The canton (blue) area is re-
moved and washed, and then the stars are cut out 
and placed in a small pouch with a note to let our 
military know that they are not forgotten. 

These stars are placed in care packages going 
to our military who are currently serving. Stars 
also are given with thank-you cards to our vet-
erans in veterans hospitals, nursing homes, etc. 

There are Star Parties going on throughout this 
great country. It is a great project for any age. 
Families fi nd it a great “family time,” and they 
learn about our country, fl ag and military. — Su-
san Wells, organizer, Stars for Our Troops

Dear Readers: I called Susan to fi nd out more 
about this wonderful organization. What a heart-
warming effort she and volunteers all across 
the country do, repurposing a fl ag that other-
wise would have no further use. To learn more 
and fi nd out how you can help, visit www.stars-
forourtroops.org. To donate a fl ag, send it to: 
Susan/Stars for Our Troops, Gettysburg Flag 
Works, 715 Columbia Turnpike, East Greenbush, 
NY 12061. — Heloise

P.S.: I told her she probably will be swamped!
SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When I travel, I look for Christ-

mas ornaments to put on my tree. They were im-
possible to fi nd in some places. While at Niagara 
Falls, I noticed a key chain decorated with a boat-
load of passengers dressed in rain gear — so cute!

I bought a small, artifi cial Christmas tree. The 
key chains slip easily on the branches. My little 
tree is now covered with key chains from Italy, 
London, India, etc., and it gets more attention 
than my large, 7-1/2-foot tree! — Phyllis W. in 
California

DEAF DOG
Dear Heloise: Thanks for printing the ad-

vice from blind dog owners. Our dog is a large 
13-year-old in good health for her age, but she 
was rapidly becoming deaf. 

We learned to still talk but also use hand sig-
nals at the same time. Facial expressions and eye 
contact are important to dogs, especially those 
who really know and trust us. She caught on to 
the hand signals right away. — A Reader, Bel-
laire, Texas

Good for you and her! Yes, dogs can “read” fa-
cial and body expressions! — Heloise

PACIFYING PARENTS
Dear Heloise: I try to fi nd ways to cut down 

on dirt but not my time. After my third child, I 
started keeping pacifi ers in small, plastic condi-
ment cups. It keeps them free from lint and snack 
dust in the bottom of my purse and the diaper 
bag, along with making them easy to fi nd in a 
pinch. — Leslie in Indiana

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Retired flags
become stars

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 12/20

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise

Bidding Quiz
1. Three notrump. North’s two-diamond bid is 

basically a game try made in the form of a cuebid 
in the enemy suit. (It is possible to play this bid as 
having a different meaning — such as a transfer 
to hearts — so be sure to discuss this with your 
partner.) He has at least eight high-card points 
and is probably short in diamonds. He is likely 
to have four cards in one or both of the major 
suits, so you should bid a four-card major if you 
have one. Typically, partner could have any one 
of these hands:

In the given case, you should jump to three 
notrump to show that you have a maximum for 
your notrump overcall and no other suit to bid. If 
your queen of spades were the deuce, you would 
bid only two notrump to indicate a minimum 
notrump overcall.

2. Two spades. Partner’s cuebid asks you to 
name a four-card major suit if you have one, and 
the two-spade bid complies with this request. 
What happens thereafter depends on what partner 
does. After your two-spade bid, he will know that 
you have a 15-point to 18-point balanced hand 
that includes four spades. In most cases, partner 
will then be in good position to determine the 
best fi nal contract.

3. Three clubs. Again, you have an opportunity 
to describe the nature of your hand. The three-
club bid denies possession of a four-card major, 
and at the same time indicates a fi ve-card club 
suit. This response, in conjunction with your pre-
vious notrump overcall, should enable partner to 
choose the best contract.

If partner bids three spades next, showing a 
fi ve-card suit, you bid three notrump; if he bids 
three hearts, you raise to four hearts; if he bids 
three notrump, you pass.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.


