FREE PRESS

PORTS

Colby Free Press Friday, December 20,2013 Page 9

R.B. HEADLEY/Colby Free Press
Colby High alum and Colby Community College sophomore
wrestler Konnor Kriss scored a pin during Thursday’s home dual
victory over defending co-national champion Labette.

Trojans take down champions

By R.B. Headley
Colby Free Press
rbheadley @nwkansas.com

All these coaches want for
Christmas are full and healthy
lineups.

“We haven’t had one yet,” Col-
by Community College coach Da-
vid Ortiz said about his national
ly 20th-ranked Trojan wrestlers.
“I’m anxious to see it.”

Though neither team brought
anything close to a complete
lineup Thursday night, Nordhues
and Colby fans saw plenty during
the Trojans’ 36-20 dual win over
defending co-national champion
Labette Junior College.

The Trojans suffered some
tough early defeats while falling
behind 13-0.

“I'm disappointed how we
handled certain situations. We

put our heads on the mat, let
them (Labette) circle around and
score points,” Nordhues observed.
“That’s unacceptable, especially
from our lightweights. It was hard
for me to swallow.”

Nordhues happily accepted how
his Trojans responded with five
wins in the final six matches.

A trio were by forfeits as Labette
didn’t enter wrestlers to challenge
Calvin Ochs (157 pounds), James
Johnson (197) or heavyweight
DeVante Ragland.

Yet the Trojans also delivered
two impressive pins from Colby
High alum Konnor Kriss (149)
and freshman Brian Wood of
Manbhattan in his season debut.

Kiriss attacked quickly and took
down Cody Rader just seconds
into their match. His three-point
nearfall quickly made it a 5-0 ad-
vantage, and Kriss pinned Rader

Dynamic Chief returns from odd injury

The Kansas City Star

When Dexter McCluster fin-
ished practice last Wednesday, he
noticed that something was wrong
with his ankle.

He knew he’d gotten a small
cut there a few days earlier, in the
Chiefs’ 45-10 win over Washing-
ton, and he also knew it was way
more swollen than it should have
been.

But when he went to the Chiefs’

medical staff and later found out
the cut had been infected and
needed to be cleaned out and treat-
ed with antibiotics, well, he hadn’t
expected to hear that.

“I’'m like ‘Mom, I don’t know
what that is,” ” McCluster said
with a laugh.

McCluster’s tests came up neg-
ative for the infection, and though
he missed the Chiefs’ 56-31 rout
over Oakland on Sunday, that set
the stage for him to return this
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Special
orders
welcome

week.

The Chiefs (11-3 record) play
a huge home game on Sunday
against AFC South leader India-
napolis (9-5). Kickoff is noon.

Free Press scribbler R.B. Head-

ley’s quick NFL picks:

Chiefs over Colts, Broncos over
Texans, Redskins upset the Cow-
boys, Saints over Panthers, Pack-
ers over Steelers, Ravens over Pa-
triots and Eagles over Bears.

before the first period was fin-
ished.

Kriss’ pin followed a dominant
11-2 decision over Pratt College
Saturday evening at the Colby
Community Building.

“Konnor’s really been wrestling
well. He went through kind of a
slump early in the year,” Nord-
hues said. “But the last couple
of weeks, he’s been leading this
team. He’s got his head on right
and he’s focused.”

Meanwhile, Wood made quite
an impression during his third-
period pin of Labette’s Derrick
Gates.

Like Kriss, Wood went wild
early and built a 4-0 first-period
lead.

He struggled during the next
two minutes as Gates closed with-
in 5-4. In fact, only the second-
period buzzer stopped Gates from
likely adding three cradle points.

However, Wood regained con-
trol and never lost it again. He
wasn’t content with just a win and
finally — with just six seconds
remaining — the referee slapped
down to signal pin.

“Brian is a battler, things don’t
come easily for him,” Nordhues
explained. “I'm glad to see him
come out and get a big win in a

match they were probably fa-
vored.”

Labette’s not near where the
Cardinals finished last season.
when they tied North Idaho Col-
lege for that 2013 National Junior
College Athletic Association na-
tional wrestling championship.

The Cardinals are a few votes
short from joining this season’s
Top 20 teams, though, so it was
a solid dual victory for Colby to
close 2013.

Colby’s next home dual will be
against Western Wyoming Col-
lege on Friday, Jan. 3.

The Trojans hope to have sever-
al other wrestlers healthy, includ-
ing Eagle alum Quade Woofter.

Woofter started a 184-pound
match against Labette’s Tyler
White.

Yet after White took Woofter
down for some early points, the
match was called due to injury
default.

Woofter’s still recovering from
some shoulder and neck injuries,
according to reports.

“Quade’s a tough kid. He’s mad
at me because I wouldn’t let him
keep wrestling,” Nordhues said.
“I wasn’t going to throw him out
here at this point. Maybe I threw
him out there too soon.”

Let the good times roll.

Current Offers include

and prior model year
KLX110/110L and

$200 Holiday Cash on 2014
KLX140/140L Motorcycles

Call or stop by Oakley Motors Inc.
today for more information

OAKLEY MOTORS INC.
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805 E. 4%
Colby  Fine Wine & Spirits 9am -9 pm
785.460.3681 Mon. - Sat.

FOR TICKETS cOME BY 303 E. Iron MON-FRI 11:30-5:30
cALL 785.827.3033 or cLick SalinaTheatre.com

Oakley Motors Inc. * 785-672-3238
118 W. 2nd Street * Oakley, KS 67748

KAWASAKICARES:Always wear a helmet, eye protection, and proper apparel. Never ride under
theinfluence of drugs or alcohol. Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Professional
rider shown on a closed course. © 2013 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.

PUMP & WE
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Hoxie, KS 67740
Office Phone 785/ 675-3991

Fax: 785/ 675-3990
E-mail: woofpw@ruraltel.net

Shop Phone 785/ 675-3023

Irrigation, Domestic, Geothermal
& Environmental Services

* Irrigation Pump Repair

* Irrigation Well Drilling

+ Domestic Well Drilling & Repair
+ Environmental Drilling

*» Windmill Repair

* Solar Systems

* Geothermal Pump Systems

For all your irrigation needs call:
Lance Shepard (785) 675-8376

NEW GMC’S!

Finley Motors Rebate of $500 + All Other Applicable Incentives!
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2014 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT CREW CAB 4WD
#G7482: Cobalt Blue, Leather, Only 12 miles!
REBATE UP TO $4,500!

#G7481: White Diamond, Leather, Only 3 miles!
REBATE UP TO $2,500!
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SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOMIZED
STEEL AND PosT FRAME BUILDINGS

WE WILL BEAT ANY NORTHWEST KANSAS
COMPETITOR'S PRICE ON A COMPARABLE PROJECT!!

AFFORDABLE e SUSTAINABLE ® LOW-MAINTENANCE ® MULTI-PURPOSE
Vap Construction, Inc. offers numerous design styles, sizes, exterior finishes,
accessories and colors for your Commercial, Agricultural or Residential Building.
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CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE TODAY! CALL: 866-492-1978

Serving Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and Wyoming * Fully insured with over 25 years of experience
For more information visit: vapconstruction.com * 605 North 10th Street | Atwood, KS 67730
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VAP CONSTRUCTIONE

Steel & Post Frame Buildings

This special time of year is an
opportunity for us to say “Thank
You” and to Wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
We sincerely appreciate your
business and look forward to
serving you in the future.

Hom and

REALTY#HAUCTION

Colby
(785) 462- 8255

www.HomelLandRE.com

Goodland
(785) 899-3060




