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weather

report
39°

at noon

Today
Sunset, 7:22 p.m.
Tomorrow
Sunrise, 6:10 a.m.
Sunset, 7:23 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+Soil Temp. 50 degrees
sHumidity 89 percent
*Sky Rain and snow mixed
*Winds N 35-45
*Barometer 29.95

inches and rising
*Record High  86° (1936)
*Record Low  15° (1928

Yesterday's Data

High 62°

Low 41°

Precipitation none
Northwest Kansas

Tonight: Decreasing cloudiness;
low 30s; winds N 30-40, gusting to
60, high wind warning. Tomorrow:
Mostly Cloudy; flurries; high 40-45;
winds NW 20-30.

Extended Forecast
Friday through Sunday: Dry all
three days; highs 50-60; lows 25-
35.

24-hour weather information is broadcast at
162.400 MHz.

NEIGES

Noon

Wheat — $2.33 bu.
Posted county price — $2.24
Loan deficiency payment — 13¢
Corn — $1.81 bu.
Posted county price — $1.99
Loan deficiency payment — 13¢
Milo — $2.69 cwit.
Soybeans — $3.95 bu.
Posted county price — $4.08
Loan deficiency payment — 81¢
Millet — $4.25 cwt.
Sunflowers

oil current — $8.35 cwt.

Loan deficiency payment— $1.94

oil 1999 crop — $8.85 cwi.

conf. current— $17/$10 cwi.

Pintos - $12 (new crop)

Local markets courtesy of Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun and Frontier Equity

Local bean market courtesy of Prairie Pea and
Bean

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

1p.m.

K
NATO strikes
Serbiantargets

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia —
NATO warplanes hammered Se

airstrikes today, Yugoslav medi
said. On Albania’s border, Ser

forces shelled adeserted Albanigqn employees as long as the county was

village they had briefly seized
day earlier.

The action on the ground ca
amid a flurry of diplomatic consul

tations, including a German peage

initiative that would provide for
24-hour suspension of allie
airstrikes if Yugoslav Preside
Slobodan Milosevic began with
drawing his forces from Kosovo
“The idea is to find a feasibl

way to achieve a cease-fire and a

withdrawal of the Serbs fron
Kosovo,” and there is “fairly broag
agreement on this idea” withif
NATO, German deputy foreign
minister Ludger Volmer said toda]
on German radio. NATO woulg

“permanently suspend” airstrikep

once the pullout is completed.

dland Daily News

/ _ b sas Cellular which would allow county
targets in Kosovo with dozens 4f employees to get cellular phones at a
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A celebration of reading at Central

County
OKSs use
of arena

Roping club leases
Sherman grounds
for season practice

By Tom Betz

Goodland Daily News

The Sherman County commissior
ers granted permission Tuesday fof
and J Roping Club to hold practices
the fairgrounds, and approved a ne
cellular phone plan.

VPRI
u:n-m;;:”fi'”

Dana Belshe, county extensio
agent, and J.D. Burk talked to the con
missioners about using the fairgrounc
for roping practice. Belshe said the
would not be any liability for the
county, and that the ropers would sign
a lease for the summer season.

He said included in the lease was|al
provision that Doug Johnson woul
contact Belshe to schedule practicgs
and in lieu of any payment, the roping |&
club would help with maintenance i :
the arena and cutting weeds. Also, thef*
club would be responsible for utilitie
andrestroom expensesiftheseareu
The club will provide a $250 damag
deposit, Belshe said.

Commissioner Kenney Davis sai | el
was concerned about each membe "'u_t_.,_‘_ 2 by
being aware of the terms of the leasefummu -
andthat each should sign an agreem .
acknowledging they had read an
agreed to them.

el Ly . - ] . A5
David Branda was reading “The Malachite Palace” by AlmaAdatothird tothe school library by third grade teacher Susan Jensen. In the back-

graders from Linda McKee’s and Karen Stone’s classes at Central ground was Central School library technician Karen Colip.

The commissioners asked that Jop-School for National Library Week. The book was one of many donated Photo by Janet Craft/ The Goodland Daily News
nson have everybody signh who is rojp-

ing, and that if someone didn’t sign,
they would not be allowed to rope.

= \VIOTE] OWNEKS cCOMplalng about tax

only, and thatif the roping club decided
to have an event where there were apy Tom Betz
fees, that the club would be required 0 Goodland Daily News

request a different lease and provide A Goodland motel owner challenged
liability insurance. the way Sherman County handles its

The lease was amended as Davis h&/€St tax,” at a county commission
asked, and then approved. Davis afeeting on Tuesday, saying he thought
Commissioner Gary Townsend votin{'€ Chamber of Commerce was spend-
in favor; Commissioner Chucking motel owners’ money the wrong

Frankenfeld was absent. way. _
Saying he felt the tax had been im-

Belshe reported there was some njiroperly established, Karl Hildreth,
norwind damage at the fairgrounds lagtwner of the Buffalo Inn, appeared at
week, and that he has called the insyfre commissioner meeting asking to
ance company. have changes made in how the money

County Attorney Mike Irvin said hels collected and spent. _ “The 1990 re_zsolgtion u_sed the statssueis howthefunds are being sp
had talked to Robert Perry, an attorne Howe_ver, County Attorney Mike ute as a guideline, including the make- “We have been trying to get pec
involved in the hospital financing deallfVin said he thought the tax had been According to Hildreth, the first reso-up of the board, but that resolution aldoom the motels to be on the board s
aboutthe certificate the commissionetg9@lly established even though thigition passed Dec. 14, 1982, cited ttRxempted the county from the statutehave been a commissioner,” Toy
are being asked to sign in support of tf&Y things are done does not stric_tl\y,rong statute, and that should hav&roughthe home-rule provisions. Urse“nd $aid_. _ _
master lease for the Goodland Regiorf&”ow state law. The county used itgnade itinvalid. An error in the resoluder home rule, you can do what you “I think it is the fault of the commi
Medical Center. “home rule” powers to make changesgion passed in 1990, which raised th&#ant, and in the 1990 resolution, theioners thatthis has gone on,” Hildl

) . ) the attorney said. tax from 2 percent to 3 percent, he sugoard representation called for sigaid. “There was aletter fromthe at

“The big key is the hospital cannot One key issue is the number of mM@ested made the new resolution invaliiotel representatives ‘if possible.™ ney general saying there were probl
misuse the funds,” Irvin said. *As longel owners on the board, which Hildreth |n December, the question about the Commissioner Kenny Davis askednd nothing was done.”
asthe funds are used for hospital equigharges has led to control of the Cofotel representation on the board waghat was keeping the motel people “I agree there may be a conflict,
ment and non-profituses, there will bgention and Visitors Bureau by th@roughtto the attention of the commigrom attending the meetings when theijnave not seen anything from the a
no problem. Also there is no problenchamber. Officials say, however, thajioners, and a letter was sent to tt@d been invited. ney general on this matter,” Irvin s
with this under the tax lid.” it's hard to get motel owners to serveConvention and Visitors Bureau board “l don’t think the current situation is“There is a letter from Scott Showa

Davis asked that since Frankenfeld | don't feel there is a valid law forin January asking them to find addifair,” Hildreth said. “This is my adver-(former county attorney) which in
was absent, the item be tabled until tig@!lecting the transient guest tax,tional motel representatives. tising money, and it seems skewed toates there are areas open to inte
next meeting Tuesday. He also said thtildreth said. “I don’tthink the resolu- - County Attorney Mike Irvin attendedward economic dev_e!opmer_n.“ _ taEion." _
county should receive reports on wh3Pn was done correctly in 1982 whethe meeting and said he and Commis-In answer to Davis’ question, Hild- “lwantyou to do it the way we we
the hospital spends the money on. itwas firstestablished, and | believe th§joner Chuck Frankenfeld had beg@th said it was difficult for motelit done,” Hildreth said. “I think

. . ] resolution passed in 1990 was flawegheeting with the motel owners and thieeople to take time off for a meeting atoice is like 1,000 people saying thi

Discussion of bonds to finance a newhe first resolution calls for six motekonvention and visitors board to af a.m. wrong and is a mess and (they) we
bridge westoftownonold U.S. 24 alspeople to be on the board, and ...thempt to resolve the matter. “Will changing the time help getchanged.”
was tabled until the next meeting.  has never been followed.” He said a meeting has been setup fgople to show up for the meetings?”

The commissioners have been con- Friday for the motel owners to reviewdavis asked.
sidering a new phone plan from Kan- how the funds have been spent, and to'| don't feel the Chamber of Com-
go over the accounting procedures. merce and the convention bureau are
“| agree that he (Hildreth) has somﬁ\}ledrighr: on%s t?élandlethistax money,"
. . points, butin my opinion they are opehildreth said. “l don‘twant anything to
is a valid law for i, interpretation which does not neceglo with the Chamber.”
collecting the tran- sarily invalidate the resolution or the “Whatis ityou want us to do?” asked
. » Ppresent board configuration,” IrvinCommissioner Gary Townsend.
slent guest tax.” g;ig. “| want you to pass a new resolution
— Karl Hildreth County Clerk Janet Rumpel brougmnd make it conform to the eight busi-
owner of the Buffalo Inn out the original books which show th@esses who are paying the tax,” Hild-
resolution from 1982, but also locateteth said. “l want to see the money used
a second resolution passed March 28, promote the filling of all the motel

1983, which appeared to correct th@omsin Goodland. We can do that,
error in the earlier resolution. bring more people to downtown an
“ “l think the second resolution corall the businesses.”
| want you to pgss rected the problem with the first reso- “I am not saying that what Hildre
a new resolution lution,” Rumpel said, “The tax appears saying is inaccurate, but there is
and make it con- t© have been OK when it was implesther side,” Irvin said. “I feel the co
. mented.” missioners need to get all the infori
form to the eight  “The question about the possible etion before making any changes.”
; or in the 1990 resolution can be inter- Townsend and Davis agreed to al
busme'sses who are{Jreted several ways,” Irvin said. “Onérvin and Frankenfeld continue to w
paying the tax.” interpretation would mean the wholevith the two groups.
— Karl Hildreth resolutionis null and void, but another “I would like to finish what w
owner of the Buffalo Inn interpretation would be that only thastarted, and then look at the possik
one part would be null and void. of change,” Irvin said. “The ultime

“I am not saying
that what Hildreth
IS saying is inaccu

rate, but there is

another side.”

— Mike Irvin
Sherman County Attorne

“I don't feel there
lower rate. Davis said he did not have a
problem with offering the benefit to the

not responsible for any of their phone
bills.

He was assured by County Clerk
Janet Rumpel and Townsend that the
bills would be sent directly to the em-
ployee, and they would be responsible
for payment. Townsend said the depart-
mentheads are to keep track of who h
aphone or when they leave the coun

Under the plan. the long distanc
minutes of all the phones will be adde
together to reduce the monthly minut
rate for allemployees. Commissione
David and Townsend vote to approwv
the plan.

State running behind on processing tax refunds

TOPEKA (AP) — The processing of state inng a shortage of employees. Last year, the department processed 1,325,
come tax returns and refunds could be delayed thi$hat is why the department s pushing electroniax returns. This year, it expects 1.5 million, anc
year because the state Department of Revenuefitiag for taxpayers due refunds. has fewer workers to do them.
fewer workers to handle them. They get their refunds in 10 to 14 days, and theSix people separate tax forms from the regu

“It's crunch time,” said Angela Goering, thevorkload on the department’s staff is reduced. mail, 185 open and sortreturns, six scanreturns
agency'’s information officer. The deadline tofile is midnight Thursday, and theecomputer and 67 do data entry.

Refunds that normally take six to eight weeks atepartment expects some 500,000 returns to arriv®ata entry is short about 40 employees, Goer
likely to take eight weeks or more, she said, blam-its mail room this week. said. That's what is delaying refunds.

The meeting adjourned at 10 a.n
The nextregular meeting willbe 8a.m|
Tuesday inthe commission room onth
first floor of the Sherman County
Courthouse.




