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weathe{r Wl ndS pUSh Like a giant erector set
semis off road
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Sunset, 7:23 p.m.

== | along freeway

Midday Conditions
*Soil Temp. 45 degrees

L By Tom Betz made traveling Sherman County roa
*Humidity 54 percent Goodland Daily News treacherous and there were reports|of ’
«Sky Mostly cloudy High winds were expected to convehicles sliding offinto ditches, and i
*Winds northwest at 25-40 mph tinue through this afternoon, forecasttleast one case, blocking the road with|
*Barometer 30.20 ers said, continuing the threat that motke pickup sideways and high centered.
inches and rising truck drivers would join the half dozen Johnson, from the weather servicg,

*Record High 91° (1963) orsowho have ridden theirrigs into theaid the winds should decrease tonight
*Record Low  20° (1951 ditch since Wednesday. ~ toarange of 15-25 mph, but will co -
, Aaron Johnson of the Nationatinue out of the northwest. He said the
~ Yesterday's Data Weather Service office in Goodlanavinds are expected to pick up again
High 52° said northwesterly winds were gustingriday to 25-35 mph with gusts up t
Low 31° to 40 mph during the day, and there w49 mph. from the northwest.

Precipitation Lin. for the avery briefsnow flurry fromKanorado “A strong area of low pressure cor}-
day, 1.71 in. month, 3.17 in. to Goodland about 11:30 a.m. tinues to move east,” he said, “but|a |
The winds, which peaked at 1:0highis parked overthe Rockies and the
l_\IOI’FhWESt Kansas . p.m. in Goodland Wednesday at 5gressure is tight between the high and
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, brisk, | yoh caused several semi-trailer trudke low, creating the winds. -
possibility of snow 20 percent.Low | accidents along I-70, dispatchers atthe“The low will slowly move north
20-25, wind northwest 15-25 mph. | Kansas Highway Patrol office innortheast through tomorrow, and the |
Tomorrow: Cloudy, high 40-45, | Norton said. high will slowly move across the are
wind northwest, 20-25 mph. Accidents involving semis were reby early Saturday and the winds should
ported at mile post 14.5 west of Goodiecrease,” Johnson said. “It will b
Fridgﬂﬁ?i?dcig;%gagr — land, mile 35, east of Goodland; milevindy through Friday atleast. Saturdgy
y nignt. R N 43.8 in Thomas County; mile 129 neanorning will not be calm, bu winds
low 20s. Saturday: Rain possible, | - \yakeeney: and mile 137 near Ogallalshould be more normal by afternoon
high in the 50s. Sunday: High 60, | and near Salina. There were noinjuries, “Temperatures will start warming u
low about 30. Monday, dry, high65- | but because of the high winds severahturday, but will continue below nor,
70, low about 30. of the wrecks were not removed untihal through Friday. Saturday’s hig
this morning. will be near 50 and it will be closer tq
The combination of wind and raimormal over the weekend.”

Land prices here
soar as state sags

markets By Roxana Hegeman Meanwhile, farmland values de

Associated Press Writer clined in all three eastern Kansas re- ey A A
Noon WICHITA (AP) — Buffeted by low gions this year. Northeast Kansas was S, = =
- - i -

24-hour weather information is broadcast at
162.400 MHz.

Wheat — $2.37 bu. commaodity prices, farmland values inlown 0.6 percent, east-central Kansps

EOSteg g.ounty price — $t2'3213¢ Kansas this year rose for the eightiias down 1.3 percent and southegstconstruction is underway on the Goodland’s new 500,000 water tower near Centennial Park in the south-
C%?rq—e é?eg??)égaymen - straight year —19b9U1t by;[]he Strr?a”e'St '”(]fi_lphsas was down O:I8 p?kzcelnt.d I west portion of the city. All the steel has arrived, according to Robert Vasko, project supervisor from Pitt-
Posted county price — $1.87 gﬁgzgcslilggcej Kansé\;vAgrr;cuI?uParllgt}a%poﬁ ggggg%ﬁ?;g‘niz sseo ﬁgrn\@rt? DeMoine of Pittsburgh, Pa. The first 55-foot section of the tower was up by today, and Vasko said a special
Loan deficiency payment — 12¢ all ' 9'"80-ton crane should arrive Friday or Monday, depending on the weather, to handle the erection of the next
Milo — $2.73 cwt. tistics reports. ~Juneand January. 55 feet. Mike Berney of Wyoming is already welding on a section of the water ball which will be the top of
Soybeans — $3.97 bu. Northwest Kansas, where irrigated Wells said irrigated farmland has the tower. The project is expected to take about three months for all the welding, and then a month or two
Posted county price — $4.15 farms are more common, led the rest siibstantially higher yields, and the ir|- o, the painting and finishing. Photo by Tom Betz / Goodland Daily News
Loan deficiency payment — 74¢ the state with a healthy rise in farmlancreases in land values can be tied to fe-

Millet — $4.15 cwt. prices. Butin the eastern third of Karducing the risks of crop losses.

Sunflowers sas, farmland values dropped as sup-The northwest has a good percen

Ic())ig%u(;re%r::ti;@8bi%‘g¢it_ $1.04 ply-and-demand came into play.  age ofirrigated land, probably a high O me taxpaye rS are aCtu al Iy g iVi ng u p IeSS

oil 1999 crop — $8.90 cwt. Statewide, the average value fqrercentage inthatareaisirrigated,” he

conf current — $17/$10 cwt. farmland in 1999 climbed to $580 pesaid. “... South-central Kansas tracks WASHINGTON (AP) — For the  Thatmight provide some small comFreedom Day” would be May 11, a
Pintos - $12 (new crop) acre, up half a percentage point frommder the same reasoning.” millions of Americans rushing to meefort as people rush to one of the hutiater than last year. The foundation
Localmarkets courtesy of Mueller Grain, Sigeo | 12St year, the agency said. But evenBut Wells was less sure about whagnight's income tax deadline, considetreds of larger post offices that will stagulates it would take an average wo
Sun and Colingwood Grain 3 within the state, that number variets driving the downturn in land priceshis: Many middle-class people are aopen late to handle the crush of up to 40itil that date to earn enough to pa
Beafcalbea"markemu"esy orpraite Peaand | - widely depending on whether the cropn eastern Kansas. tually paying slightly less in federamillion state and federal tax returns tor her share of all federal, state an
land was irrigated or used for pasture. “I can’'t really put my finger on thattaxes than they did in 1995. be dispatched today. cal individual and corporate taxes.

An irrigated acre, on average, wasecause of simple supply and demand,”According to the Congressional (In Goodland, window service will A reminder: If you can't finish |
worth $1,020, compared to $623 for ane said. “There are more instances Blidget Office, taxpayers with the meend when the mail truck leaves at 4 p.rtime, file for an extension using Fc
acre of non-irrigated cropland. Théand being available now, and thergian family income — about $39,00@0day. The Colby post office will be4868 and pay as much of your estim
overall average value of Kansas crogren’'t buyers for it, so the price goeip 1999 — will pay 18.9 percent of theiopen until midnight for late filers.)  tax as possible to avoid penalties.
land was $659 per acre. Rangeland wdswn. | have a lot of uncertainty abouhcome in all federal taxes this year. But there was depressing news asn also pay by MasterCard, Ameri
valued at $370 per acre statewide. that. We didn'tglean muchinformationrhat compares to 19.7 percent fowell. The Tax Foundation, a nonprofiExpress or Discover card by calling

Within those categories, howevefrom comments.” years ago, and is about $400 less. tax research group, said today “Ta&88-2PAYTAX —fora 2.5 percent fe

|-70 ramps to close
Monday for repaving

Closure of the westbound ramps aind working back west.
the western I-70 Goodland inter- Goodland City Manager Ron Pick
change, set for Friday, actually wilman said it was unfortunate that th
begin Monday morning. work on the ramps could not be coo
Donna Binning, construction engidinated with the rebuilding of K-27
neer for the Kansas Department ainder I-70. The K-27 projectis set fa
Transportation, said the contractobids in June, said Chriss McDiffett
Koss Construction of Topeka, willdistrict engineer for Kansas Depar
have 31 working days to complete theaent of Transportation.
ramp work. Once the K-27 ramps are “lt would have been much easier o
completed, the crew will move to theraffic if both could have been coo
east Goodland interchange. dinated,” Pickman said. “Now we wil
Originally, the plans called for thehave to close one lane at a time wh
ramps at the Edson interchange to brk begins to replace the roadwe
completed before the east Goodlanthder I-70. We are concerned abg
exit, but Binning said Koss decided ihaving enough room for the trucks
would be easier to start onthe west endbake the necessary turns.”
and move east as quickly as possible.June is also when the city’s Cher
The contract allows for 31 days, an8treet project is expected to be let f
based on six work days a week, thH#ds, and work could begin on part ¢
crew should move to the eastertat by September, Pickman said.
Goodland exit by Monday, May 17. Replacement of the bridge on ol
were hurtinthe Wednesday attagk  Among other areas showing an i Koss has been positioned concret¢:.S. 24 bridge at Caruso remains
on the convoy. Previously, the a}- crease: north-central Kansas, up 1,8 paving machines near the west exihe schedule for July 1, and Sherm
liance had suggested Serbs gt-percent; central Kansas, up 1.8 perceft;The westbound ramps of the west Goodland interchange with 1-70 (Exit - &nd continues toremove the old wesBounty Road Superintendent Cu
tacked the refugees, either frofn and west-central Kansas, up 1.2 pgr-17) will be closed for about a month beginning Monday. bound concrete roadway, moving eagVay expects the resurfacing of the e
the ground or the air. cent. Farmland values in southwegt Photo by Tom Betz / Goodland Daily News O its batch plant, then starting at Edsguart of old U.S. 24 to begin by Aug. 1
Kansas showed no chgm

Late news

from the are wide variations based on location.
- An irrigated acre in northeast Kan
Press sas was valued at $1,430 per acre, siil

1p.m.

the most expensive land in the state. An
irrigated acre in northwest Kansas, hly
NATO d - comparison, was $1,090 per acre, ever|
a. m ItS with thatregion’s big boostin land val
c ues. And just below it, in west-centrg|
bom bl ng error Kansas, anirrigated acre brought $825.
The same wide variances can be sgei
BRUSSELS, Belgium —| in per-acre values of non-irrigate
NATO today acknowledged mis} cropland and pasture. The cheapgs
takenly bombing a refugee corj- farmlandisin southwest Kansas, whefe
voy, but blamed the Serbs for pu- pasture was valued at $220 per acrel.
ting the refugees in harm’s way. Statistician Eddie Wells attribute
“NATO confirms, fromits pre-| the smaller land value increase sta
liminary investigation, it appear$ wide to low commodity prices. But he
that one of its aircraft mistakenly said other factors such as supply a
dropped a bomb on a civilian v§- demand, demographics and availab
hicle in a convoy yesterday,” saifl ity of cash and credit come into play.
NATO spokesman Arild Isegg “Based on the comments we are r
reading a statement in Brussels| ceiving, it appears to be a direct corr
Thousands of Kosovar Alba} lation between low commaodity price$
nians chased by Serb artillery fife and the value of land,” he said.
poured into neighboring statestg-  Northwest Kansas farms are risin
day. Along the tense Albania} fasterinvalue thanfarmland elsewher
Yugoslav border, internationg in the state, up 4.1 percent this ye
observersreported anew roundpf compared to last year. Farmland i
Serb shelling. south-central Kansas, which includg
Yugoslav officials said 75 peo} fast-growing Wichita, showed the nex
ple died and more than two dozgn biggest rise at 3.4 percent.
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