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Student wounds six at school

CONYERS, Ga. (AP) — A student with twgsophomore at Heritage High School who accorghid. suspect, said he had seen guns at his friend’s
guns opened fire at his high school today, shottg t0 a friend had recently broken up with his Senior Joe Watts said the gunman dropped the never heard him mention plans to shoot
ing six schoolmates exactly one month after tg#lfriend. The gunman had two weapons, a .22fle as he fled. Once outside, he pulled out a e at school. He did notice the boy’s grade:

weather

at noon

Today Colorado massacre. caliber rifle and a .22-caliber revolver, Distriokolver, dropped to his knees and put it in hixeen falling.
* Sunset, 7:57 p.m. The suspecttearfully surrendered after puttidgtorney Richard Read said. ) mouth, Watts said. “He wasn't even trying anymore, which | v
Tomorrow a gun into his own mouth. “Ilooked to my leftand saw this guy infrontof An assistant principal embraced the gunmakind of concerned about,” Dunn said.

The most seriously wounded student was listé girls bathroom,” said Jessie McCumber, a 3bho began crying and said, “Oh, my God, I'm so The most seriously wounded, a 15-year-olo
as stable after surgery for a gunshot wound to y&&r-old freshman. “He started running sidewagsared,” Watts said. was airlifted to Grady Memorial Hospital in ,
intestines. and shooting his gun at no particular personjt was “complete pandemonium,” senidanta where she underwent surgery for a shc

Hours after today’s shooting, the U.S. Sendtyeryone’s screaming, 'Oh, my God, he’s got\ichael Ramos said. had pierced her intestines. The hospital ga
approved a Democratic proposal — with Vicgun!™ Nathaniel Deeter, 15, said the gunman had bdetail on her condition other than thatitwas st
President Al Gore casting a tie-breaking vote —The shootings happened about 7:55 a.m. ke up with his girlfriend three days ago and sinée others injured had superficial wounds: T
to place fresh restrictions on gun transactions. Tagout 20 minutes before classes were to begiftisn had told Deeter, “| have no reason to live awere held for observation at Rockdale Hospif

* Sunrise, 5:29 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:58 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 64 degrees
+ Humidity 86 percent

. \?vk% dn;Onsélr)tlhigz?gt 1 proposal would require mandatory backgrouiais middle-class suburb 20 miles east of Atlantaore.” Conyers and two were treated and releasec

i checks for all transactions at gun shows and fg@day was the final day of classes for seniors at| told him he was crazy,” Deeter said. “I Students gathered outside the school on &

* Barometer 29_'9_8 inches anyone seeking to reclaim a weapon at a paki@ritage. thought he was just feeling sorry for himself befter the shooting, then began boarding bu
and rising shop. “I'thoughtitwas firecrackers until | saw the kidsause a lot of kids feel like that.”

* Record High 98° (1934)
* Record Low 30° (1931)

Last 24 Hours* - -
1 STORM oA
WATCH |

Experts
keep eye
on clouds

Weather station
predicts storms
that pose danger

By Keith Lippoldt
Goodland Daily News
The storm system that rolled throu
northwest Kansas Wednesday aft
noon produced heavy rain, hail up
ping-pong-ball size and winds wit
gusts of 70 miles per hour.

None of that came as a surprise. = - . .
fact, ithad been expected for more thaffith storms firing up all around Wednesday, Meteorologist David Thede

aday. (above) watched two radar screens, one showing relative wind veloc-
With the help of multi-million-dol- ity and direction on the left, plus the “base reflectivity” screen on his

The suspect was described as a 15-year-gi@ning toward me,” math teacher Tony Gray Chris Dunn, a sophomore and friend of the

—
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See SHOOTINGS, Page 5

High
Low

Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy, low 45 to
50, 30 percent chance of thunder-
storms, winds north at 10-20 mph.
Tomorrow: Partly sunny, high near
75, 20 percent chance of thunder-
storms, winds southeast at 10-20
mph.

Extended Forecast
Friday through Monday: Chance
of thunderstorms, highs in the 80s,
lows in the 50s

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

market

Noon
Wheat — $2.23 bushel
Posted county price — $2.18
Loan deficiency payment — 27¢
Corn — $1.71 bushel
Posted county price — $1.85

right which depicts in the core of the storm. During the same storm,
Aaron Johnson reviewed a folder of warning data as Vincent Papol
manned a station behind him. Photos by Keith Lippoldt/Goodland Daily News

Loan deficiency pmt. — 14¢
Milo — $2.59 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.04 bushel

Posted county price — $3.98

Loan deficiency payment — 91¢
Millet — $4.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $7.80 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.31

Oil new crop — $8.05 cw.

Confection current — $17/$10 cwt.
Pinto beans — $12 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain,
Sigco Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op
and Prairie Pea and Bean.)

afternoon

Ire

Late news S o changedinthe governmentwork sysaid, whether it be providing storm
from the d ersvc\)/r? c?lj)t;/n’??/llgnrt]?gf S;?ée?ggéﬁ:grs tem,” said Kevin Lynott, warning co-updates, road conditions, river stage
Associate ’ : ' ordinator at the office. “For instanceor a long range forecast.

1p.m.
Gore breaks
tie on gun bill

WASHINGTON — With Vice

President Al Gore casting a tiq
breaking vote, the Senate tod
approved a Democratic propos
to slap fresh restrictions on g

Yy
I

transactions at gun shows ard
pawn shops. Democrats immedj-

ately declared victory over th

lar computer equipment and a multj-
million dollar doppler radar system o
site, the 16 meteorologists on the stz
of the National Weather Service ha
this system covered well before it be
came severe.

“May through early June is the tim¢

of the Goodland office. “This stor
will probably be a very minimal event
butit could do damage and hurt peopl
That is why we are here.”

On this day, the Weather service of
fice was heavily staffed with weathe
watchers. Besides office staff, five ma-
teorologists were on duty plus a metep-
rological service technician. This i$
more than usual, but with the threat
severe weather, some were putting |ig
extra time.

the short term forecasting (six to 1P
hours ahead) and does radar interpre-
tation. One works on the five-day fore
casting and the third is responsible f
collecting and transmitting data. The
are more of us here today because
the unstable weather.”

Wednesday afternoon’s weathg

See WEATHER, Page 5

Weather office here
proud of Its ‘Hammer’

The National Weather Servicggovernment hammer of old, aribbol
Forecast Office in Goodland will beand a note from Gore enclosed in a
receiving the Hammer Award after aluminum frame. Since the awari
performance review from Vice Presiwas created in 1993, only about
dent Al Gore'’s staff. thousand have been given out.

Gorerealized inthe early 1990s that “This is a great honor for our em-
there was much waste and lack goyees,” said Scott Mentzer, meteg
pride in government. He establishexblogist in charge of the Goodlanc
a system that rewarded agencies foffice. “It is nice to have the efforts
making “significant contributions inand hard work of our employees rec
support of reinventing governmenbgnized from such a top level.”
principles,” the Hammer Award. Customer service is a priority of the

“There were things that he wantetlational Weather Service, Lynott

he wanted less individuality and more “We are really focused in our pub-
teamwork. He believed in customelic,” he said. “We tailor to them. For
service and in empowering employeesxample, being in an agricultura
to helpinthe decision making procesarea, we provide a water resourc
He wanted to see these agencies setpeaduct for farmers. They need t
alistic goals and achieve them in know if they need to irrigate.”
cost-effective way.” The office will get its Hammer on

The award consists of a $6 carpeffuesday, June 22, inaceremony atfl
ter's hammer, as opposed to the $40@ather station.

Graves ally replaces rebel budget chair in House

powerful gun lobby. By John Hanna an alliance with Democrats on budget issuien restructuring and the use of funds from aJennison said he picked Wagle for the tax «
“What you just saw is the NRA Associated Press Writer throughout the 1999 session. Kline not only los¢ttlement of lawsuits with tobacco companiesiittee because he was pleased with her we
losingits griponthe United Statgs  TOPEKA — Rep. David Adkins, a close allyhis chairmanship, but his seat on the committeéDavid is one of the best consensus buildersdhair of the House Federal and State Affairs C

Senate, atlong last,” declared Se
ate Democratic leader Tom Dasc
le of South Dakota.

“This is a turning point for ou
country,” Gore said after the vote
“Finally, this majority is turning
the corner and helping to prote
the children and families of thi

h-of Gov. Bill Graves who has handled speciab well.
N- policy assignments, is the new House Appropria-The guestionis whetherKline’s firing willlead  Politically, Adkinsis close to Graves. He servaslation this year.

tions Committee chairman. tolasting discord between Jennison loyalists, was master of ceremonies for Graves’ second in“She exhibited the kind of teamwork we n

the Legislature,” Jennison said.

mittee. That panel handled abortion and gur

House Speaker Robin Jennison confirméttlude Graves’ fellow moderate Republicanapguration. Kline was among Graves’ harshdmttween chairmen and leadership,” Jennisor

. Wednesday that he had appointed Adkins to sd more conservative GOP representativestics in the Legislature.
place Rep. Phill Kline, R-Shawnee. Adkins, Rlennison acknowledged that Wagle’s appoint-Adkins said he is committed to “working teupportive of her appointment, noting that
t Leawood, is giving up the chairmanship of thgent as Taxation Committee chairwoman washieve the goals of the Republican caucus.”will be wary of Adkins.

Wagle said her fellow conservatives will

House Taxation Committee, but the budget chadiesigned in part to satisfy conservatives. But he added: “I tend to approach these things| think David’s going to carry out the willf
manship is more powerful. “I still have as a goal to bring this caucus tas a pragmatist. ... I'll bend over backwards to tiee caucus,” she added.

Jennison named Rep. Susan Wagle, R-Wichg&ther,” Jennison said during a telephone intéair and accommodating to all voices and all con-She said of Jennison and Adkins: “They're
as chairwoman of the tax committee. Wagle view. cerns. Anybody who wants to follow the rules witious about running a tight ship, and they're !
- conservative, ran against Jennison when Hous¥vagle said: “Willit come together? I hope solfiave no problem.” ous about cutting taxes.”

, Republicans designated him speaker in DecemAdkins, a 38-year-old attorney, is serving his Wagle, 45, is the owner of two small busi- Jennison said he has not decided who wi
ber. fourth term in the House. He has been chairmaesses. She was first elected to the House in 1pBe Wagle as chair of the Federal and Sta
The speaker fired Kline last week for forgingf committees on juvenile justice, higher educand served as its speaker pro tem from 1995-88ts Committee.

country.”
President Clinton called to corf
gratulate Gore for his vote aI

praised the Senate for “the co
mon-sense approach” of the pl
said spokesman Joe Lockhart.




