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Today
¢ Sunset, 8:17 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:21 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 8:17 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 70 degrees
* Humidity 29 percent
+ Sky mostly clear
+ Winds southeast 15-22 mph
+ Barometer 30.00 inches

and falling

* Record High 105° (1950)
* Record Low 41° (1926)

Last 24 Hours*

High 86°
Low 48°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy, 30 percent
chance for thunderstorms, low 55-
60, winds south 5-15 mph. Tomor-
row: Partly sunny, 20 percent chance
for rain, high 90-95, low 55-60, winds
south 10-20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: chance for thunder-
storms, high 85-90, low 55-60. Sun-
day and Monday: chance for thun-
derstorms, high 80s, low 55-60.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.68 bushel
Posted county price — $2.45
Loan deficiency payment — 2¢
Corn — $1.83 bushel
Posted county price — $1.71
Loan deficiency payment — 28¢
Milo — $2.37 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.22 bushel
Posted county price — $4.45
Loan deficiency payment — 45¢
Millet — $3.60 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $5.90 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.87
Confection current — $13/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $12 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and Prairie Pea
and Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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History of city: good and bad

Bureau offers tourists and residents a peek at Goodland’s past

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

It was a hot, dusty day in August
1900 when two shady-looking chara
ters boarded a train in Limon, Colo
headed east.

They didn’t know it then, but their
last stop would be Goodland.

Poking him inthe back with guns, th
two forced the conductor to lead the
through the Pullman car, where passgn
gers were resting comfortably.

They took money from passenger
pockets, snatched jewelry off women
necks and admired the shiny watch
they had just stolen.

A brave passenger protested with
gun when the robbers asked for hj
valuables. One shot and the passen
felldead, his blood forming a streami
the aisle as the train chugged towa
Kansas.

Word of the train robbers sprea
quickly across northwest Kansas, al
the small town of Goodland prepar
for the worst. Townspeople arme
themselves and went looking for th
murderers.

The thieves had made their way

#window in the All Faith Chapel at
tge Goodland cemetery.

ina corner.

The posse didn’t go into the far
house, but instead lit a fire around i
hoping to burn the train robber ouf.
Flames consumed the house, but {
robber never came out, and the pos
later dragged a blackened corpse frg
the ashes.

One bloody, one black, the towns
people carried the bodies to the cem-
etery in Goodland. The sinners couldr't*
be buried in consecrated ground, tth ;
decided, so they dug two graves in the .
road thatleads into the cemetery. That's
where the bones of the two train robbers
still lie.

Tour guide Gail Walter told the train
robbe[ story as the_brlght red “Topsi o3 uniqgue metal grave markerinthe
Tours” bus drove into the Cemete%emetery
across the very spot where the two ’
thieves are said to have been buried al-
most 100 years ago.
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Tour guide Gail Walter stood in the entrance of a chapel at the Goodland Cemetery, sharing the history of

a little as Walter, a reading teacher ghid that besides a couple of practice
North Elementary, moved onto the nextins, this was the first time she had Id@ur bus around Sherman County. Moatfuneral for himself every year because“He didn’'t want to be buried in t
story about a man buried in the cenpeople on the tour, and is still workinglays, he is pastor of Grace Fellowshipe wanted to be alive for the evenground,” said Walter, “so he had

eterywho threw funeral parties for himeut a few kinks.

Church.

: ~ bus Wednesday, a microphone in orpeople wholived and died here. She is one of three guides the Sherman County Convention and Visitors Bureau
Passengers in the tour bus shiver@dnd and afew notes in the other, Waltkired to give tours of the city and county.

Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Gernhart would sit in his coffin duringvault made.”

self every year for 30 years before he The bus stopped suddenly and bac-Passengers followed Walter anthe funeral party, she said, pretending The small tour group shook th

actually died in 1981.

ked up a few feet to a granite vault siSnyder across the holy ground to the be dead.

heads and asked, “Why?”

Walter is one of three tour guides thgng solemnly amongst the other gravi@se-colored vault, which had “Jim Afteracouple of decades, Gernhart's “Who knows why,” Walter repliec
Sherman County Convention and Visistones. Bob Snyder apologized for tHeernhart 1876 - 1980” engraved on tHféends stopped attending the morbid Although the programiis still new, |
tors Bureau has hired to guide anyorgdden stop, and then pulled a levdfont, with “Held his own funeral Juneparties, Walter said, which made hirbureau plans to begin offering touf

who is interested through Goodland'spening the bus doors.
past and present.

3, 1951” engraved below.

Snyder is one of three drivers that the Leaving her notes in the bus, Walteo be buried in Goodland instead of
Sitting in the front seat of the smalbureau has hired to drive the shiny, rexplained that the Burlington man hel8urlington.
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Board won't
stop execution

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — The
state board of pardons refuse
Thursday to stop the schedulg
execution of condemned inma
Gary Graham.

The fate of Graham had restqd
with the 18-member Texas Boa
of Pardons and Paroles.

It could have recommended tht
Gov. George W. Bush issue a 12p-
day reprieve, a commutation or
pardon. Without the recommendg-
tion, Bush can do nothing undqr
state law. The execution w
scheduled for Thursday evening.

His execution had drawn exceg-
tional scrutiny, largely because ¢
Bush’s presidential bid, the ng
tional re-examination of capital
punishment, and questions abg
the strength of the case agairn
Graham, convicted of killing &
man in Houston in 1981.

The board voted 14-3 again
the 120-day reprieve.
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By Dana Sulsberger
The Goodland Daily News
Everything is different here, th
three exchange students agreed:
food, the weather, school, the peop
and certainly the landscape.
After being in Goodland for 11
months, the three, Celia Bastida fro
Spain, Matheus Cirne from Brazil
and Zofie Feytons from Belgium, ard®
getting ready to go home. C
“lliked my tripto Las Vegas and theg
Grand Canyon best,” said Bastida.
Cirne and Feytons were less SP&jatheus
cific. Feytons listed the county fair amg:irne (T.R)
the musical at the high school, an '
Cirne talked about their trip to Ohioy4fia
and Washington. Feytons (R)
Bastida, Cirne and Feytons are here
on an exchange through the American
Field Service, which has been bring-

elia
astida (T,L)

“We have had almost 60 exchangeustrating for me.”
students in Goodland since the pro- “I had difficult with my homework

sor of the service’s chapter here. language,” Feytons said.

got here.
“I was homesick when | first got what they wanted,” said Cirne.

Foreign exchange students say
everything Is different in Kansas

ing students to Goodland since 197because of the language. It was veryFeytons, Bastida, and Cirne wi

people who spoke English helpe
and that the ability to speak it fluentl

was something they would take bagk

to their home countries.

School is a lot easier here than
home, they all said, but it is also vel
differentthan schoolin their countries
In all their countries, their assign
ments are not graded. They are jy
expectedtodothem. There aretwo ki
exams that determine their grades.

Another difference is the distanc
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angry. Out of spite, the old man askethe city and county every Tuesc

See TOUR, Page 7

County report shows
good money managing

By Tom Betz The reportis expected to be rele:
The Goodland Daily News in March of each year with upda
Sherman County has shown godtiom the previous year. When the r
fiscal management and real growtteport is released in March, Leatt
over anine-year period, a Kansas Statan said, it should be updated thrc
University professor told commissiond1999.
ers Tuesday. In the preliminary report, Leath
Dr. John Leatherman of Manhattaman said that Sherman County app
gave the county a 20-page county rtg be in good fiscal shape, and tha
port he said is part of a continuingfforts to keep taxes low have b

" _project he heads. He said it contairigirly successful over the nine-y:
Stpreliminary information gathered afteperiod. _
I9compiling county budgets and spend- Sherman County residents have:

S

ing information from 1989 throughan increase in real income of abou
1997. percent, which is ahead of the 13

between places here. The students Accounting and budgets across thgent state average. Based on 199:

agreed patience is one thing they h
to learn by traveling.

“Things are more spread out here
said Bastida.

“In my country it takes 3 hours tq
get to another country,” Feyton
added. “Here, you drive three hou
and you are stillin Kansas.”

soon be returning home to pursue th
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individual goals. They all said th

but they wouldn’t want to move her

The students said they all had prob- “I had a hard time communicating “I would like to thank everyone i
lems with the language when they firstith my host family when | first got Goodland for my time here,” sai
here because | couldn’t understariBastida.

“Now we will be homesick for

here,” said Bastida, “but | thinkitwas They all agreed that being arouheére,” added Cirne.

state are not uniform, but Leathermadars the per capitaincome was $16
said his database has been desigrisd 989 and had increased to $19
with a template that accounts for thig 1997.
major differences, and is inflation-ad- Over the same time, the coun
justed to 1992 dollars. population has decreased by 6 pel
The database includes both revenéi®@m 7,002 to 6,600. The average
and expenditures based on functioitke state was a decline of 2 perc
such as property tax, sales tax and sphile the state’s total population
cial highway revenues and gener&freased by 6 percent.

Pirfund, road and bridge and law enforce- The report shows that the coun

gram started,” Mary Porterfield, sponwhen | first got here because of thidey would like to visit Kansas agairj,

ment on the expenditure side. assessed value declined by 22 pel|
Leatherman told the commissionerfigom $55,011,826 in 1989 to $

- the reportand database are designed®68,721 in 1997. The state aver

help them in assessing trends in the imcreased by 2 percent.

come and spending in the county, andTotal expenditures for the cou
that in the future studies would be availncreased by 25 percent in real, ir
able from K-State for detailed analysition-adjusted dollars, compared to

of specific trends compared to similar
counties See COUNTY, Page 7




