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e | Irrigation changes face of dry plains

By Tom Betz the county and Bossert says thes

The Goodland Daily News nearly 100 percent efficient.
atnoon The state officials and the weather, | ., Corn is the crop of choice for irric
Today _ob_servers are saying quthwest Kansg'f "“ N tion in She_rman County, with 68,5
is in a drought, and while that may be™ k& acres receiving water in 1996. Wt
* Sunset, 8:12 p.m. true, there are many areas of Sherm g Ve was second with 21,900 acres and
Tomorrow County where green fields continue ! "_ flowers weren't even a separate fic
* Sunrise, 5:35 a.m. grow crops. 3 = o in 1996 being lumped in with “other’
* Sunset, 8:11 p.m. Seventy years ago when the wind JR{ 18,000 acres. There were 4,000 acf
. . blew across the parched fields, there®_ "y, * alfalfa, 1,300 acres of sorghum and

Midday Conditions was very little a farmer could do but}p' Ak | acres of soybeans.

* Soil Temperature 77 degrees pray for divine intervention in the form ; SR The 900 irrigation wells in Sherm
* Humidity 93 percent of rain. | . { e County have 273,000 acre feet of
+ Sky overcast, rain However, over the past 55 years, t . ! | ter allocated per year, said Bosser!
» Winds east 7 mph amount of und_erground irrigation h . " “Typically, the Sherman Coun
« Barometer 30.20 inches grownto the pointwhere there are abo Lo ~ wells pump 40-70 percent of the a
and rising 900 permitted wells in Sherman Coun - e e ey “nciell cation annually,” he said, “and in a
« Record High 106° (1936) today irrigating over 114,000 acres. { ; i Tog year it is closer to the 70 percent le

The Kansas Water Office report of
water use for 1992-96 showed th
Last 24 Hours* Sherman and Thomas counties have
High 83° highest concentration of undergrou
Low 67° irrigation in northwest Kansas, wit
. Thomas County irrigating 98,500 acr
Precipitation 05 and Sherman 114,599.
Northwest Kansas Forecast Wednesday, a new discussion ab
Tonight: Cloudy with areas of fog; the future of underground irrigationCorn is the crop where most of the
40 percent chance of rain; lowinmid | heated up with rejection by the Wategenterpivot systems are seen with
60s: winds East 5-15 mph. Tomor- | Office ofa proposal from the Solomonhe nozzles hidden in the stalks.
row: Mostly sunny; highs 85-90; 30 River Bas_mAdwsory Committee seek- _ _ _ em. .
percent chance of rain Tuesday ing a review of the current policy an&olomon River committee, saidhe m o The early sprinkler systems spra
S move toward a “sustainable use” of thile a lawsuit to force a public discuspump water onto their fields after théhe township has 9,313 acres irrigateftom the top like most lawn sprinkle
evening; winds South 5-15 mph. OgallalaAquifer by 2015. The proposadion of irrigation’s toll on the aquifer. Allocation Actof 1945, mostused flood 101996, 53.7 percent of the irrigatetut about 10-12 years ago, drop

“There have notbeen many new
gation wells permitted in the past
years.”

The size of the well determines
size of the pivot system, and eac
designed to meet the farmer’s ne
The basic systemis a seven-tower
on a quarter section which costs al
$36,000, said Marc Pottorfff
Hitchcock,Inc. of Goodland, which
the distributor for the Valley pivot s

* Record Low 52° (1927)

-

Anumber of Sherman County farms are irrigating sunflowers with the cen-
aggr pivot system. Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Daily News

Extended Forecast would mean the water use could notbeWayne Bossert, manager of thirigation, butthis methodis only 50-7@cres in the district were using centdines began appearing.

Wednesday through Friday. Chance | 9reater than the rate at which watdorthwest Kansas Groundwater Marpercent efficient based on studies Ipjivot systems, and the percentage ofThe nozzle size depends on the
of thunderstorms all three days; High naturally recharges the aquifer. ~ agement District, says such a chang¢f@nsas State University. flood irrigation systems had droppetbns being pumped, and the mover
Wed 90s; low 60s. Thurs high 80s; low Studies by the Kansas Geologicatould probably affect between 60-75 With the introduction of the centerfrom 16.9 percent in 1995 to 14.4 inf the towers depends on how m

SRS, ’ Survey indicate that much of theercent of the irrigation in Northwespivot sprinkler systemsin the 1950s, th996. water the farmer wants to put on |
60s. Friday high 70s; low 60s. Ogallala Aquifer is already 50 percerkansas. number of acres under irrigation Bossert said more recent figuregiven time.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

and 75 percentdepleted. Some counties| thinkitis good to have adiscussiorlimbed and the percentage of floodhow a further drop inthe percentage of The systems have both automatic
could be within 25 years of total depleabout the future of irrigation, but feel isystems dropped. Northwest Kansdl®od irrigation. Over the five yearsmanual controls depending on
tion, the study says. should be up to each district to decidéroundwater Management Districtfrom 1993 to 1998, the number of pivdiarmer.

Kent Lamb, chairman of the Kansaw/hat policy to adopt rather thanimpodieadquartered in Colby, had 374,65y stems has grownfrom 1,858t0 2,519, The dropped lines are known as L
Water Authority, said he thinks a majoring something from above,” Bosseracres under irrigation in 1996 and useai36 percent change. Energy Precision Application syste
ity of its members believe depletion o$ays. “If the local people optto continu868,980 acre feet of water. Groundwa- Center pivot systems have improveand are why the pivot systems h
the Ogallala needs a serious look. pumping at the same rates, they wilér districts were organized in 1972 afrom being about 80-85 percent effiimproved in efficiency. Rather th

Lamb said authority members behave to deal with the continuing deplder being authorized by federal law. cient to where they are now 90-95 pespraying water high above the cr
lieve the state hasn’t done enough tmn of the aquifer and dropping levels The highest concentration of irrigaeent efficient with the development ofvhich results in more evaporation I¢
address depletion of the Ogallala. in their wells.” tion in Sherman County is about 1precision irrigation. There are a fewhey hang low to the ground and sj
markets Bob Hooper, chairman of the When farmers began using wells tmiles southwest of Goodland, wheranderground drip irrigation system im fine mist almost directly on the sc

et | Candidates remember sheriff’s office investigation

Posted county price — $2.24
Loan deficiency payment — 21¢

Corn — $1.59 bushel Dana Sulsberger
Posted county price — $1.49 The Goodland Daily News - - - 1 1 1
g s | eopenngorseareaansasef- | VESEIGALION 1NFO Vehicle Inspection money covered 14 months
Milo — $1/95 hundredweight reau of Investigation files last week
Soybeans — $3.64 bushel had brought events of five years ago  This a timeline of the events leadfees. Chairman Cynthia Strnad mad&rmstrong submits his letter of resig- « Dec. 19, 1995 — Vick sent in-
Posted county price — $4.12 into the Sherman County sheriff's ing up to and following the investi-amotion to have Showalter to get an asation dated Aug. 28, 1995. He said heestigative report regarding the
Loan deficiency payment — 28¢ race. ] gation of the Sherman Countygounting of the funds as proposed Bnd his wife wanted to start a restaa@mount that the funds were shor
Millet — $4.50 hundredweight The files contain the results of ah Sheriff’'s Department and its hanHilton. The motion was passed.  rant, the Buckboard, which they ran farlose to $4,340.
Sunflowers investigation during 1995 and 1995 dling of vehicle inspection fees was * June 5, 1995 — a memo was seatyear and a half. His resignation from « Feb. 22, 1996 — Letter from
Qil current crop — $5.60 cwt. into vehicle inspection fees collected complied fromGoodland Daily to Sheriff Armstrong requesting an adhe sheriff’s department was effectivAssistant Attorney General Melanie
Loan deficiency pmt. — $4.06 by the Sheriff’s Department thaf Newsarticles, county commissiorcounting of the money from the inspecSept. 15, 1995 Pfiefer stating that the investigatior

Confection current —$13/57 cwt. | yere allegedly never turned into thie meeting minutes, and a documetions. *Sept. 14,1995 — Vick reported thaded to the belief that Jack and Dori
A beansl— A (=) cr.op)l county. made for the insurance company by * June 19, 1995 — The commissiohe believed everything was OK basefirmstrong were responsible for thé

é'r:rﬁfnﬁg‘gﬁt;ycm?'::K? g’:'(,;’riz'gzc; Vehicle inspection fees are colt Janet Rumpel, county clerk. asked Armstrong if he has gotten then his review of the sheriff's recordsloss of the money, but that no crim
and Bean, These may not be closing figures,) | /€¢ted from an individual getting ~ « March 7, 1995 — First time theinformation for the audit report on theShowalter advised him that perhaps @ould be proven.

Kansastag. Reserve officers with theVehicle Inspection Numbers apinspection fees, and asked that the iaudit should be done of the vehicle in- « March 29, 1996 — The commis;
sheriff's department performed thg peared in the minutes of the countiprmation be givento auditor Hilton byspection fund rather than just lookingion informed Showalter they
inspections from 1988 until Sheriff commission meeting. Friday, June 23, 1995. at the sheriff's records. wanted a lawsuit filed against Sher
Armstrong canceled the depar It was suggested that Scott ¢ June 30, 1995 — Shelby Miller, « Oct. 31, 1995 — The board dis#f Whitson since the funds wer¢
ment’s contract with the Kansap Showalter, county attorney, checkounty treasurer, met with the boardussed the accounts the sheriff's ddeliberately notbeing turned overt
Highway Patrol on April 4, 1995. A| withthe attorney general’s office reShe said they were having problensartment had in their possessiothe county. Showalter asked for pe
fee of $10 s collected, often in caslp, garding the vehicle inspection feewith the vehicle inspections. Shelilton had suggested that the new shenission to send a certified letter t

with $1 going to the state. and whether or notthe money needeehnted to see if her office could do thiéf turn over all money to the countythe treasurer of the Sheriff's Re

Late news S Later, the county claimed thal tobeturnedintothe county treasurénspections. treasurer as prescribed by the law. serves andthe sheriff concerning th

from the $18,000 in fees had never been pgid ¢ March 23, 1995 — A response Miller said she has not received any Treasurer Miller said she had not renatter and gave them until April §
stociated to it and filed claims with its insur{ was received from the attorneynoney from the sheriff’s departmenteived any money from the sheriff'so turn over the money.

ress ance companies for that amount. jAgeneral’s office. Showalter showslespite statements that money he hatfice since the end of August. The «May 3, 1996 —Commissionerg

1 p m. payment of $8,000 was received. | the letter to Sheriff Jack Armstrongn his office was to be turned over to helnoard instructed Sheriff Whitson taeceived a check from aninsurang
Commissioners maintained thdt to prove that the money should be «July 26, 1995 — Letter sentto KBkurn over all fees for prisoner caregompany to cover losses totalin
Nearly 60 dead any money collected by the sheriff turned over to the treasurer. with a copy of 34 questions the conphone use and other sources. Sheriféarly $8,000 on a claim for
belonged to the county, no matter _° April 4, 1995 — Letter from mission would like to see answgred.WhiFson saidth_e KBI had control of th&18,000. That represented fees su

. I h what the source. Apparently, how- Sheriff Armstrong to the Kansas +Aug. 29, 1995 — Richard Vick, avehicle inspection money. posedly collected over sevenyear
IN p dne Cras ever, money from the inpsection fegsHighway Patrol canceling the conkBl agent, arrives in Sherman County < Nov. 6, 1995 — Whitson reported +May 20, 1996 — Commission-
_ _ and some other sources was beihdract for sheriff’s deputies to do theo begin investigating. that he would turn over four accountsrs met with Sheriff Whitson and
~ PATNA, India —Ajetsmasheg spent by the sheriff's reserves witH- vehicle inspections. « Morning of Aug. 30, 1995 —to the treasurer. reserve officers Jim Bowker ang
Into two hor_nes_just over a ”_“"9 out going to the county. Similar in * April 17, 1995 — County com-Doris Armstrong, wife of sheriff, re- * Dec. 11, 1995 — CommissionerRoy Hinkle to discuss the status o
from its destination Monday, kil vestigations took placé in several Mission reviewed letters fromsigns position of matron effective nexasked that Whitson turn in all moneyhe vehicle identification funds.
ing nearly 60 people on board arjd Kansas counties about the same timeShowalter and Wayne Hilton, countylay. to the county treasurer by Dec. 18 s#8,202 was turned over to the con

on the ground and leaving weegp- : - | auditor, regarding the inspection « Aug. 31, 1995 — Sheriffthatthe newyear could be started cleanissioners.
i) e s Gl (TEs All four candidates for sheriff in 9 9 P g y

flaming wreckage in search of sul- thisyear’s election were with the d
Vivors. partment at the time. Within two days

The Alliance Air plane crashed ©fthe arrival of aKBlagent, the shetisted as being interviewed, Alberszal move. ' He said he doesn't recall exactly The files for this case are s
while making a second attempt §o iffand his wife had resigned from th&Vhitson and Armstrong. The report Albers said he doesn’t remembewrhat happened during his interviewealed atthe Kansas Bureau of In
land Monday morning at an airpoft department. says they all said they had turned Ipeing |nterV|_e-wed_by the _bureau owith the bureau. _ tigation, said Melanie Pfeifer, as:
in Patna, an eastern Indian citfy.  Sheriff Doug Whitson was underall the fees. what was said during the interview. “I remember they asked if | wouldant attorney general who was

sheriff and was later appointed to the The candidates all seem anxious“I'mglad the public gets to know,"take a polygraph,” he said. “I sai¢harge of the investigation. She::
top post. He will be running as a Rerot to dwell on the investigation angaid Albers when asked how he fejtes, and that was the last | heard abailite could not provide any additio
publican in the primary election into focus on their current campaigngbout the files being opened. it. mform_atlon WIthOL,_I'[ a court order
official denied that report. August. Rich Millerwas a jailer at theénstead. He said he has no plans to change‘They did the one interview with Vehicle mspec':tlo_n'fees are C

Whatwas left of the plane camfe time of the investigation, and is run- “I did not take money from Sherhis campaig_n strategy, however_. me and the_n | was out of the loop dscted from an lnleldl_Jal getti
to rest against a brick hous¢, ning as a Republican. Jack Armman County,” was the only thing “I have mixed feelings about it,”far as the investigation was conKansas tag. Reserve officers with

Several witnesses said the Boei
737-200 was on fire before it cal
down, though a national aviatio

smashing the house’s ceiling arffd strong, the sheriff who resigned, isrmstrong would say about the insaid Sheriff Whitson when askederned.” . _ sheriff’s department performed
wall. Another house nextdoor had running as a Republican. Arthuvestigation. how he felt about the opening of the The opening of the files will notinspections from 1988 until Shef
bricks missing from the front. Albers, who was a deputy, is a Demo- He said he would continue with higles. o change how he is planning to canrmstrong canceled the deps

Relatives, police and airporf cratic candidate in the Novembezampaign relying on his 33 years in “Onthe one hand, it brings up somgaign, Whitson said, adding he woniment’s contract with the Kans
workers rushed to the wreckagg, election. law enforcement as its base, not wha@d times at the office,” he said, “anbring it up because to him, it wouldlighway Patrol on April 4, 1995.

screaming and crying astheytridd  In the investigation report by thehappened with the investigation. on the other, the files are publibe a violation of campaign ethics. ~ Currently, said Whitson, vehi
to find survivors. Kansas Bureau of Investigation, He said, thought, that he felt thatecords, and if the public wants to seeMiller could not be reached forinspections are being performec

three of the candidates this year wetiee opening of the files was a politithem, they should have access.” comment. the Goodland Police Departmen




