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There are numerous areas in western Kansas which resemble the area south of Russell Springs, where the fossils were found. Harper had per- & g5

mission from the landowner to search the area for fossils. Judy Harper climbed up the rock hills where she found a single veterbrae Sunday. P = ety = L
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Searching High Plains for ancient sea creatures enjbyablle bagtime

FOSSILS, from Page 1 per identified it as part of a paddlseveral larger pieces of the sea clamWith the sun reaching toward noorsea shell called platyceramus platinupm Canada to Mexico.
bone of a mosasaur. This was an alkhells, and found numerous pieces ofe decided we had searched enoughvatich grew up to four feet in diameter. Having been bitten by the fossil b
of several layers of small oysters whichator-like creature that was numerousese shells, including a piece of hingéat location, and after a long drink oT hese were thinner shells which servatiave little doubt the ranks of amat
had built up on top of the original sheliin the interior sea about 80 milliorand several different thicknesses of tlwol water and a sandwich, we moveas protective places for small schoolsunters has been increased by

Armed with that information, weyears ago. shell. onto another location along the sanwf fish to hide, and there are some eshould another opportunity pres
began looking for the shells, and found Excited by the find, we looked Larry Harper found several smaltanyon. amples of the fish being fossilized initself, I'll be ready to bounce acrec
numerous examples of both the coaround, but there was no evidence pfeces of fish bones, and one whereWe found more samples of seside on display at the Sternberg Mwnother pasture and walk stooped ¢
gesta, and another type of ancient claamy others which would match. there was nearly a complete skeletahells, but nothing big. seum in Hays. looking for that piece of bone protri
shell which was thin and resembled a Moving further south across the botsf a small fish. On the way back, we stopped by the The shark tooth was of the squaling from the shale which might be
plate. On top of one of the moundgpm, we picked up a small piece which Judy Harper found a vertebrae arfeort Wallace Museum and looked atorax species which were numeroustip of a larger sea animal, and migF
Harper pointed out two of these whiclpoked like a tooth. Harper agreed argbme other small fossils. their collection of fossils which havethe interior sea, since the sharks lostore than one tantalizing piece of
were nearly two feet across, but wergaid it was a shark tooth of the corax While looking around, the land-been found in the area. The collectiaeeth throughout their life. ancient puzzle.
in such a deteriorated condition ivariety of shark. owner came over a rise on horsebadkas many examples of larger dinosaursThese all are examples of the creta-The Internet site where there |
would have taken hours to dig them A bit later around another bend, wele was out checking his cattle, ands well as smaller fish. ceous period of history, and can bwealth of information isvww.ocean
out. found a single piece of vertebrae whicstopped to visit. He said he and his fam- Returning home, we collected allthéound throughout the High Plainssofkansas.com.

While walking across an open aredjarper said was from an ancient fisity had spent quite a bit of time huntpieces we had picked up and began ig
we spotted a piece which looked muabf unknown type. ing through the area, and that one haiy cleaning some up, and finding o
different than anything around. Har- Using a small pick tool, we dug outound over 100 shark teeth. what we had found.

Larry Harper found an example o : ; VOT E

the mosasaur the bone on a site on {

We can't do enough forspecial ed e fesionieriseafle = &5 Janet R. Rumpel

large mosasaur about 30 feet long. | 4
MORRISON, from Page 1 Morrison said he is a certified broadeompromises that both sides can IiVﬁhgre is one now on display at thf [ ; Sherman County C|el’ 4
castengineer, and once worked as chieith. _ ~ University of Kansas which was foun( l
legislative duties. engineer for KXXX/KQLS Radio in  “I honestly try to listen and be fair,"in western Kansas. Another large e (Repub lcan)
As alegislator, Morrison said he ha€olby. He said he designed the televite said, “that's what compromise is ample was found in 1996 in an arelf e

served on the Education Committegion and radio stations at Colby Conabout.” called Horsethief Canyon, south f Experience &
every term, adding that “when it comesunity College. Calling ithis “hobby,”  Of course, he said, he’s not alway§yinter. 21 vrs. of experience & commitmen
to special education, | don't think weMorrison said he has assisted enghe good guy. He said he’ll do anything we found one of the same sitd Knowledge yrs. P
can do enough — government or ottneers at radio stations across the stelteget responses out of his constituen{garper had looked at, which also gag Equals to
Savings to Sherman County

erwise.” In his hometown, people know hirHe’ll play devil's advocate by takingadditional information on the shar
“lam aliberal almost when it comesis a businessman. a stand that's opposite that of his cofgoth and the sea shells.
Taxpayers (Political Ad paid for by Janet Rumpel, Treasurer

to special education.” Morrison said he had several restastituents, just to make people mad.  The pieces of shell which looked liké
Morrison has also been vice-chairants built in Colby, including Sirloin - “Sometimes the only way to gepart of a plate were from a variety d
man of the Health and Human Servic&tockade, Long John Silver’s and Littipeople involved is to make them an
Committee, chairman of the Seledtaesar’s Pizza. He no longer runs tiygy,” he said.
Committee on Information Managebusinesses, he said, because the LegisFhough he’s not physically theg
mentand chairman and vice-chairmdature takes up all of his free time.  strongest man, Rep. Morrison said he
of the Committee on Information Because he is open-minded andfights hard for the 121st District.
Technology. He has served on othgood communicator, Morrison said, he “I make sure we get our fair shake,
committees, including informationis able to help opposing sides readte said, “and | do it with a vengeance
technology, health care stabilizatiop

fund oversight and radio communicgd-
tion. %ﬂw of,
Morrison describes himself as
“people person,” and said his expen}- o -
ence in many fields allows him to tal P U B L I o
to and understand most people.
“l can talk with anyone about dari 3X9
near anything,” he said. N OT I C E

Clark for
] DRINKING WATER
th |S Week CITY OF GOODLAND has exceeded the state and federal maximjiny Senate

contaminant (MCL) allowed for nitrate (as N) in drinking water. An al-

erage concentration of 12.03 milligrams per liter (mg/l) was found ix 1000/
The Wallace County Free Fair WiIL samples collected on May 22, 2000 and July 7, 200@ate above 10 O
be held Thursday through Sunday gt mg/lis considered to be an acute MCL violation.
the fairgrounds in Sharon Springs. The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) andjthie
For_Thursday, judging begins at9:3p y s. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) setdrinking water standqrds I n baC k
a.m. in the quonset and community

activity building. Then at 12:30 p.m.

and have determined that nitrate poses an acute health concern at deftain
the 4-H open class food sale will b levels of exposure. Nitrate is used in fertilizer and is found in sewag q}d
held in the community building. The wastes from human gqq/orfarm anl_mals and gen_erally_gets_lnt_o drinking
livestock judging contest begins at water from those activities. Excessive levels of nitrate in drinking watdr
p.m. and the sheep lead will start at5 have caused serious illness and sometimes death in infants undgr|six
p.m. months of age. The serious illness in infants is caused because nittfate is
Friday’s activities will include gar-] converted into nitrite in the body. Nitrite interferes with the oxygen
den judging at 9 a.m. in the bedf rying capacity of the child’s blood. Thisis an acute disease inthats
quonset. Stock dog trials will be helfl toms can develop rapidly ininfants. In most cases, health deteriorateq oyer
at 10 a.m. in the roping arena. Flowgr 5 period of days. Symptoms include shortness of breath and bluengss of

judging willalso beginat10a.m.Thep gyin. Clearly, expert medical advice should be soughtimmediately if tlege
from 1 to 5 p.m. there will be freq

swimming at the Wallace County

Swimming Pool. o "
on Satgrday a parade will start §t drinking water. Local and State health authorities are the best sourfe|of

10:30 a.m. on Main Street. The Lil] information concerning alternate sources of drinking water for infafts.
Wrangler Rodeo will begin at 12:3¢ Kansas and EPA have set the drinking water standard at 10 parts p

{

a horseshoe pitching contest will tade EPA has also set a drinking water standard for nitrite at 1 ppm. To
place east of the quonset. Registratipnfor the fact that the toxicity of nitrate and nitrite are additive, EPAhas
for the turtle races will be at 3 p.m} established a standard for the sum of nitrate and nitrite at 10 ppm. D,
with the racesto startat4 p.m. Thenthejng water that meets the standard is associated with little to none of this
Wallace County Free Barbecue will ik and is considered safe with respect to nitrate.
be_%'\g?éfaﬁ‘m' d ival which is CITY OF GOODLAND is continuing to test the water and is working

yowned camnivaiwilch I -, correct the problem and return the system to complidhaeaddi-

put on by the Wallace County Amusqg- .. . A
ment Association will start at 7 p.m} tional information, interested persons may contact Lyle Helzer at 899-

each evening. 4540.




