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commentary
from other pens...

Embassies are legacy
of the Golden Age

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — In Washington’s embassies, where crisis is mel

lowed by the splash of fountains and diplomacy is practiced over gl

ing silver in frescoed rooms, nearly every stately facade harbors a $to

Not a few of these tales have nothing whatever to do with the eb
flow of relations between nations. Many of these diplomatic mansion

mini-palaces had previous lives as a product of the wealth that washed o

the capital in the years between the Civil War and World War .

Their original owners were the newly rich: moguls, tycoons, merchal

princes, gold-mine wonders and, in one case, a man who found h
tune at the mouth of a beer bottle.

Consider Tom Walsh, for example. His 60-room extravaganza on
sachusetts Avenue was built in hope it would be splendid enough tg
come the king of Belgium. It is now the Embassy of Indonesia.

When Walsh emigrated from Ireland to America in the middle of
19th century, his aim was to improve his place in life, not entertain k

A millwright's apprentice, Walsh went west in the 1870s, discovg
gold high in the Colorado Rockies and watched his bank balance s
upward like a runaway kite.

He moved to Washington in 1897, and was ready for serious sper

“Each morning we arose richer than we had gone to bed,” his dau

Evalyn Walsh McLean, said in her autobiography, “Father StruckitRich

Walsh built his mansion on Massachusetts Avenue to entertain

Leopold Il of Belgium, whom he had met on a European tour. He was ndo with farmers?

determined to make the king feel at home he had his architect dup
the royal dining room.

Leopold never visited Washington. The house remained ready fo
alty. In 1919, after Walsh died, his widow, Carrie, volunteered the 1
sionforadinnerinhonor of Leopold’'s nephew and successor, King Al

The table was set with gold from Walsh’'s Camp Bird Mine, includ
gold candelabra and a gold table service.

The family spending went on for years. Evalyn Walsh and her hust
Ned McLean, boughtthe Hope Diamond, the world's largest blue diam
It is now the star of the gem and mineral collection of the Smithso
Institution’s National Museum of Natural History.

Another tycoon’s money built the gray stone mansion a stroll fron
White House that first served the government of Russiain 1913.

Inthose 87 years, the flag out front has changed from the double-h
eagle of the czars to the red and yellow hammer and sickle of the S
Union to the blue, white and red tricolor of the Russian Republic.

In the icier years of the Cold War, American guests ascende
embassy’s grand staircase under either a gigantic portrait of Josef
or an equally grim likeness of Vladimir Lenin.

Theywere often amused to learn that this American outpost of the K
linwithits gilt-trimmed pillars, richly decorated salons and gleaming lig
held aloft by golden angels was built with money inherited from Ge
Pullman, the sleeping car magnate.

In 1914, Edward Hamlin Everett commissioned architect George Ogkle¥o 000.

Totten to build a grand house backing up to Rock Creek Park.
Totten presumably did not object to Everett's instructions: “Cost i
object! And style and design are up to you!” Totten met both object
spending Everett's money freely and imposing his own taste.
Carol M. Highsmith and Ted Landphair, writing in the 1992 book, “B
bassies of Washington,” the source for these stories, described hg
new homeowner became rich.
“Everett earned his walking-around money in Texas oil and Miss
beer, buthe made his fortune on his patent for the simple, crimped ca

sealed millions of bottles of that beer, and soft drinks,” they wrote| He

quickly became known as “The Bottle-Top King.”
The house Totten designed has a ballroom, conservatory, hand-g
staircase, stained-glass bay windows, billiard room, velvet-covered

teakwood floors, basement swimming pool and a rooftop garden witA'¥

view of the city.

Totten had recently visited Turkey and many of the exterior detail
semble houses he had seen along the Bosporus.

That fact proved prophetic. The house has been home to ambas
from Turkey since 1933.

EDITOR'SNOTE —Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White H
Congress and Washington’s history for more than 30 years.
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KingWhat do Elian Gonzalez and Cuba trade h The World Food Headquartersislocatedina
section in Rome, and it has always been anin
tion of world wide socialism.

In 1973 it cried giant crocodile tears every 1
grain prices in the America went up. They wa

the U.S. to set aside a grain reserve for the w

wayne
gattshall

licatévell they are the manifestations of big gover

ment.
royAWhen Castro took over the U.S. embargo
hagugar imports from Cuba, that was the beginn
bewt.the irrigation economy in the heart of the whe The deal fell through when the biggest comp
ngelt. ers could not agree on when to release the s:

Right, let the American farmer produce all thegnd this production control-government resergerves. So it's still specious economic theorie

ardn and just declare Freedom to Farm an arnsofieme is as isolationist as Herbert Hoover. warped facts, every time commodity prices
onHe State Department. However, itis the new economy, and we wantgovernment reserve go up, it's time to batter
hianFor six months the Department of Agriculturtrade with a rouge nation of 11 million peopléhe cartel. Don'tyou know higher commodity pr

has been building a sugar reserve, of 174,000 t&esnember, they can not buy anything unless theyuld be a tax bracket creep on the free food
thsf refined sugar. Boy that sounds like a biggeell something first, like sugar. It could be worsagon?

market than 11 million Cubans who can’t buy angastro is apt to send us his surplus sugar and bwfter the Asian currency crashin 1997 these f
Pagledg. nothing! guys knew they would have to give U.S. grain a
boVieYou could call it the Cuban sugar syndrome. You don’t understand if we trade with CubaTthe only question was when, and howtodo s
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has fallewould introduce capitalism. Yup, that sounds li@nsi scheme. So now, we know what they he
il tb&ck to the ghost of the 1980s Payment In Kiadea party in reverse, the French, German, Britisind, let’s try this idea of school lunches fol
Stlidgram for sugar. All growers have to do is @nd Canadian money have been trying that forr@lion children, in mud hut countries.
submit to a un-cyberspace sugar reserve. years and it has failed. However, farmers have beeSome will say, that sounds like another Mar:
remy\ell that's good don't you know, commoditythere and done that, before. It's called “fool tidan. Right, it is no substitute for U.S. exporf
htfeserves make low prices, and now we can hdagmer one more time.” $60 billion to Asia before derivative traders ca
DIGR/0 bit (25¢), Cokes again. Yuk yuk, that's alaugh,So now why not expand the Lyndon Banéalize their banking system.
but farmers better not payment in kind more thdahnson war on poverty, for the world with a freeLike the cowardly lion infThe Wizard of Qzhe
school lunch program, under the United Natioimgerventionist U.S. Federal Reserve has los
Mmm, I thought this was a cyberspace econorfipod and Agriculture Organization in Rome. roar, and we had better trade with Cuba befol
P "'é¥nd if you guys don’'t down size, the Berlin wall It's like being called ugly by a frog, but the fre€hinese buy the island.
V&Rill fall on you. One things for sure, with theséod pentagon (five food processors) would like it,© 2000 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@goodl:

waynne’s world

"~ Predictive dialing is illegal in Kansas

The telemarketing company also cannot with
its number from a consumer’s caller identifica
service if the company’s telecommunicati
equipmentis capable of allowing the number:
displayed.

| also want to remind consumers that Kanse

i thE)ltear Attorney General Stovall:
Several times in the past few months, | have r
aeiyed telephone calls and no one is there whef. 3
afigswer. Itis just silent. It was starting to frighte} ®' =+ =
. The call would show up as “unavailable” of
my caller ID, so I didn'tknow ifitwas a prank calle
L jaarassing me. Someone told me the calls are ca “one no” or “no rebuttal” state. When a consu
by a new telemarketing system that dials several tells a telemarketer “no,” the telemarketer t
L ppne numbers at once. Whoever answers figgtess the telemarketing company making the daipmptly terminate the solicitation.
hears the sales pitch and no one responds wherctireanswer the call with a live person or an autolf atelemarketing company does not follow tt
b ether consumers answer their phones. Attorneated answering device within five seconds aftégulations, it has violated the KCPA. If you c
General Stovall, these phone calls are a nuisatiee beginning of the call. tinue to receive phone calls and no one respor
to say the least. Is it legal for telemarketers to usdVhen telemarketers contact consumers, tHég other end, or if a telemarketer does not

carlaj.
stovall

® consumer corner
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this practice to contact Kansas consumers? must identify themselves and the business 8is€ follow Kansas law, please contact my

Dear Kansas Consumer: whose behalf they are soliciting. They also mugtmer Protection division at 1-800-432-2310

You have been a victim of “predictive dialing. iImmediately explain the purpose of the call andAttorney General CarlaJ. Stovall offers this
Many telemarketing companies routinely usgromptly discontinue the solicitation any time tHig service to help you avoid becoming a victi
computers to call several consumers at once. Toigisumer gives a negative response. According@@sumef fraud. Although some ofthe details
technology was developed to help telemarketdhe new amendment, if a consumer answerB&gn changed, the cases appearing in this cc
limit the amount of time wasted in unanswerdelemarketing call and a telemarketer is not on @€ based on actual complaints. For furtherin
calls. However, | agree itis annoying to answer tigher end, then a recording must be presentedgfion or to file a complaint, please write Attor
phone when nobody is on the other end. My offitBe consumer. The recording must state tieneral Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protec
has received numerous inquiries about this praelemarketer who is calling and what business fA#vision, 120 SW 10th Ave., 2nd Floor, Top
tice. It has become such a concern that the Kantelemarketer is representing. However, the #ansas 66612, or call the toll-free Consur
Legislature amended the Kansas Consumer Peorded message can not be a sales pitch. ~ Hotline, 1-800-432-2310. Leave your name, !
tection Act (KCPA) during the 2000 Legislative Ifthe consumer hangs up, the automated ansvid@tand subject of your inquiry with the recept
session to prohibit the use of predictive dialining device must release the call within 25 seconig$ and an agent will return your call promptly.

Sale of weapons is bad public policy

The Kansas City Star on Kansas Department historic collections or subject to destruction.
of Revenue gun sales: Incredibly the House Federal and State Affa(rs

The Kansas Department of Revenue’s sale@mmittee killed it. The Associated Press quoted
confiscated firearms has been postponed. Offie committee chairman, Rep. Tony Powell] a
cials, who said they wanted more time to reviaWichita Republican, as saying the Graves plan was
federal and state regulations, planto reschedule'thbill in search of a problem.” Powell and godd
sale in September. Regardless of when it is hgladlgment have seldom, if ever, been found in the
the sale of weaponsis extremely bad public polisame place.

Revenue Secretary Karla Pierce says the dispdrhe Legislature needs to get this mess straig
sition is required by law. That law should bened out.
changed, as Gov. Bill Graves attempted to do gat=
lier this year. The Legislature unwisely rejected lis
request.

The gun sales are rooted in a wacky Kansas
thatrequiresillegal drug dealers to purchase s
stamps for marijuana and controlled substang
When authorities find the drugs without stam
Pierce says, her department must sell props
seized — guns included — to satisfy the unpg
drug tax bill.

Thus Kansas is in the unprincipled position
putting more firearms into circulation amid dee
public concern over gun-generated violeng
Other jurisdictions are headed in the opposite
rection. They, including Kansas City, Kan., a
buying back guns to reduce murder and mayhe

Graves’ gun proposal would have madethe c

berry’s world

ht-

av | etter Policy
es.The Daily News encourages and wg
scomes letters from readers. Letters sho
rtige typewritten if possible, and should i
lictlude a telephone number and, most i
portantly, a signature. Unsigned letters w
Dfhot be published. Form letters endorsi
Ppolitical candidates will be rejected, as w,
€letters deemed to be of no public intergs
fj'br considered offensive. We encourage let.
| “ters by e-mail todaily@nwkansas.con.
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fiscated guns available to law enforcement, state




