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commentary

from our viewpoint... i TUE ELECTION
vl WAG SO CLOGE

QUICK - RUN OFF
MY OPPOGITION !

@ WL NEDTO
Newspaper merger, 28 LAVE ARUNOFF..

time for reflection

With the merger this week dhe Sherman County Staato The
Goodland Daily Newswe will be closing one chapter and openi
another.

If you love newspapers, then one’s passing is never a happy
sion. A newspaper is like a child, a lover, a mate, all rolled up in 8
inch paper tube.

Newspapers have a personality, a life of their own. Anyone who claims
toown oneis afool. It's the newspaper that owns its editor. The reqders
own the newspaper, buying in on the installment plan, four bits ata fime.

So itwas withThe Staythe dream and creation of a couple who Igve
newspapers. Butwhile it was something of an artistic suctes§tar
never made any money. That's not unusual in a business which s¢ldom
supports more than one operation in any town for long.

It wasn’t that they did not work hard or struggle valiantly, but they
chose a very difficult task. In America today, if there are two newspa-,
pers in atown, the only certainty is that it won't last long.

Now that the two papers are merging, we realize we have a dgu
obligation to Goodland and Sherman County. We have always
committed to the idea that a newspaper has to become the very
can to serve its readers if it intends to succeed. We promised yoli that

when we boughthe Daily Newfrom the out-of-state chain which had BI Cltles m ISS OU t On Iocal reco n Itl On
owned it.

That means an increased commitment to quality in news covefage, _ ' o
advertising design and coverage, circulation and customer serv|ce irl here wasn'ta community newspaper lite - h I | get the feeling people who live in Goodl
all aspects of the paper. Goodland Daily News/hen | was growing up in F “i racne enjoy having a community newspaper for that

We wanfThe Goodland Daily News be the best in its class in Kan- Southeast Denver. { - I I son.
sas and the region. We want to establish one strong voice for this|comSure, there were small newspapers that cove o MISsCa ~ Parents have told me before that they fee
munity, giving people the news they need and want, giving advert|sé¥ae area or su.bject, but the_re’s no way they co important for their chlldrgn to be recognized w
the line of communication they need with the people of this county.cover everything. Denver is such a big city th { ® unraveling they have done something good. Whether th

The Dailyintends to cover Sherman County life in increasing detainost schools’sports and organizations’ activitits . ~ complishment is in sports or academics, pa
and with increasing devotion. We realize we have readers to the hofAnt unnoticed, along with many serious crimegember stabbed my brother Alex and his friendretve said when children see theirname and p
and south, east and west, but there are other newspapers which céidraccidents. a party where there was underage drinking aindhe newspaper, it boosts their self-confidenc
those areas. Onlyhe Goodland Daily Newserves our town, ou My high school had a newspaper, but with @nugs galore, there wasn't a word printed aboutitakes them feel like they are important in
county. enroliment of about 2,000, many students neveltwould have been different if | had lived out mgommunity.

And we hope to do it well. made itinto the paper or even the yearbook. Thes@dhood in Goodland. No matter what, chancesPerhaps a small newspaper would have brt

But we can only judge our success by how we please you, the r¢addo read the high school newspaper many tinsge good that each member of my family wouttle people in my Denver neighborhood close
If you are a formeStarreader, then we want to welcome you to quihad never metthe person they were reading abbat:e had their name and picture in the newspagether and inspired them to make improvem

fold. We want to keep you here, all of you. Because Denverites already had two large neasleast once, and if we were involved in sports@f course, like people here, everyone would
Feel free to call and let us know how we are doing. Tell us what|yd@gpers to choose from and since it just wouldnther school or community activities, many motead to take the good with the bad.
wantto seeinthe paper. Criticize our Work, point out our mistakesd. Vb@ prOﬁtabIe to haV(_i' abunch Of-sma” papers Sd_ImeS than that. ) ltwould have beenneattoread about Joel's|
may not always agree, but we will listen. You, after all, are theeds.ing every community, many things happened inBecause Goodland is a small town, most reggme, butitwouldn’thave been funto read the
Steve Haynes my neighborhood that never got attention. Thingss would have recognized my name and facelétails of Alex’s encounter with the gang men
that would have gotten attention if | had grown tipey saw it in the paper and would have met meespecially since my brother was drunk and
in Goodland. before. atthe time.

When Iwon a spelling bee in elementary school] think it would have been neat to have had a smallt was bad enough when | hit that old wom
| didn’t get my picture or name in any newspap@ewspaper likd& he Daily News my area when | car with my Nissan in a King Sooper’s parking
When my brother Joel scored points in a higfas growing up. Itwould have been nice to be rdmst to have to see it in the newspaper would
school rugby game, there was no reporter theregmized when | or one of my family members disken embarrassing. Orthattime | got caught ...
take pictures or write an article. And when a gasgmething good. there’s no point putting that in the newspaper

Letter Policy For want of a nail, an election was lost

The Daily News encourages and welcomes letters from red- As | sat in his office, he made a startling a
ers. Letters should be typewritten if possible, and should jnnouncement. “I'm going to do something thisfa] ~ f
clude a telephone number and, most importantly, a signatiird've never done before,” he said. |
Unsigned letters will not be published. Form letters endorging As | looked at this successful small busine
political candidates will be rejected, as will letters deemeg|tawner, | couldn’t help butwonder what itwas he’
be of no public interest or considered offensive. We encpprnever done. Was he taking his wife on an oce

d gave the United States the largest tax increase
0 n history of the World. Every vote matters.
Your business

ta z I O r Whether we own our own business, are retir
work for someone else, voting is taking care @

® minding your own own business. You see, we are the governme

age letters by e-mail todaily@nwkansas.com. cruise? Was he traveling to New England to see business businessis our business. We must elect good
fall color? Or, was he taking up mountain climb® torun“our” business atall levels. If we exercise
ing? Forthe want of a horse arider was lost, For the wa¥ponsibility, we protect our interests. Our v
Finally, another visitor in his office asked, “Whabf a rider the battle was lost, For the want of a battl@l chart the course for the future.
are you going to do?” the kingdom was lost. And all for the want of aOur liberties, freedom and standard of living
. “I’'m going to vote in the presidential election,’horse-shoe nail.” tied to the men and womenwe elect. Every ele
The GOOdIand Dal |y NeWS he stated proudly. Then he went on to say that al- For Want of a Vote isimportant. We should vote in each one. We do
ways before he had reasoned that his one vote waur vote is important. Use it wisely, use it othoices. We need to choose. Before we can
(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562) too little to matter. Itwouldn’t make any differenceéen, but most important use it. Don’t worry thgood choices, we must be informed. It's a job
Member: Kansas Press Association in the big picture. This year he felt differentlyanother person’s vote might cancel yours. If ypou and | can do.
The Associated Press o There was too big a difference in the candidatdsn’t vote, the other person might just swing thedn November 7, 2000, do your duty, take
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association running for president to ignore. He would regislection. responsibility and help shape a nation. Vote.
Steve Haynes, President ter, and he would vote. _ One vote does matter. Let me share a little Histure may well rest on your vote. Don't blow i
Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page Frankly, | was shocked that this successfubry with you. In 1649, one vote caused Charles Don Taylor is the co-author of Up Against the \

brightand articulate businessman was a non-votgf.England to be executed. In 1875, one vadarts. You may write to himin care of Minding \
Itmade me wonder how many other business folgsanged France from a monarchy to a democra@yn Business, PO Box 67, Amarillo, TX 79
do notvote because they feel the same way. Maybhe 876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes tBelumn sponsored by Goodland Area Chamtf
some of you reading this column today aren’t regresidency of the United States. In 1923, one v@i@emmerce Business Development Committe
istered to vote. If your excuse is that your vogave Adolph Hitler leadership of the Nazi Party.
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i ) : . doesn’t matter, think again. In 1941, one vote saved Selective Service jys
Sheila SmithOffice ManagerDebra Turner Page Production | remember something that Benjamin Frankliweeks before the attack on Pearl Harbor. In 19lb)erry’s world
) wrote that proves how seemingly unimportadbhn F. Kennedy would have lost the electionTo
Nor’west Press things do make a big difference in life. Franklin'slixon if Nixon had received just one more vote
Jim Bowker, General Manager adage goes like this: “For the want of a nail the shpeecinct in lllinois and three more votes per p U sosm—— D
Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight Richard Westfahl was lost, For the want of a shoe the horse was lastictin Missouri and New Jersey. In 1993, one votg
Lana Westfahl Betty Morris Helen Dilts T
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“TIME 15 RUNNING OUT, INSTEAD OF
DVERNIGHT GUESTS, LET'S GO To HOURLY
GUESTS. " i




