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commentary
from other pens...
Tightening security
IS no small challenge

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — For afellow who doesn’t normally deal with for-
eigndiplomats, David Carpenter boastsconsiderablecloutaroundthe State
Department thesedays. Heisthedepartment’ schief adviser ondiplomatic
security, usually apost that doesn't attract much attention.

Following a series of security lapses, including the disappearance last
winter of alaptop computer withhighly classifiedinformation, Secretary of
StateMadel eineAl bright hasestablishedwhat amountstoa* zerotol erance”
policy onsecurity issues. Andit’s Carpenter’ sjob to tighten things up.

Albright ismoativated partly by the indignation expressed by many in
Congressover security shortcomingsat thedepartment. Thelatest example
occurred on Monday when the Senate voted to makeit afelony for gov-
ernment officialsto release any classified information.

Thebill d sorequiresthe State Department to certify that itsemployees
comply withregul ationscovering thehandling of classifiedinformation.

Albright has been eager to please lawmakers. She wants more money
and isangered that the Congress doesn’t seethings her way.

Carpenter wasrecruited by Albright two years ago after 26 yearswith
the Secret Service. Hewasswornin asass stant secretary of statefor dip-
lomatic security four daysafter thebombingsat U.S. embassiesinKenya
and Tanzania. All told, 224 personswerekilled, including 12 Americans.

Albright wants to promote Carpenter to the newly created post of
undersecretary of statefor diplomatic security. Assuch, hewould bepro-
pelled into the department elite, outranking al but ahandful of officials.

Providingsecurity for atwo-square-bl ock building surrounded by heavily
traveled streetsisno small task. Carpenter sayshisjobistougher thanthe
CIA in suburban Virginia, where visitors are screened almost ahalf mile
away from the main entrance. At the State Department, visitors aren’t
screened until after they passthrough thefront door. That may change.

Carpenter, anative of Denver and agraduate of Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, hasclosed off publicaccessto oneadjacent street and may recom-
mend shutting down othersto al but officia traffic.

Early onin histenure, Carpenter was sei zed with providing additional
protectiontooverseasinstall ations—aconcernbrought about by theEast
Africabombings.

Lately, thefocus hasbeen on finding waysto protect the State Depart-
mentitself. Albright admitted shewas" humiliated” by thedisappearance
of thelaptop, anincident that occurred only monthsafter thediscovery of
an eavesdropping devicein aseventh floor conferenceroom. A Russian
agent alleged to have beeninvolved was ordered out of the country.

Sincethen, mandatory security briefingshave been held for morethan
8,000 department employees. “Loss of classified information resultsin
measurableharmto our nation— upto Exceptional GraveDamage,” the
employeesaretold.

Security isanissuethat just won't go away. Relatively minor security
infractionsde ayed Senateconfirmationof sevenambassadoria nominees.

Late last month, Martin Indyk, the U.S. ambassador to |srael, was
stripped of hissecurity clearancebecausehed legedly mishandled classi-
fied work-related material.

Not surprisingly, Carpenter hasdienated peopleinhisquest for amore
secure building. At one point, hetold acongressional hearing, “If it was
within my power, | would not have any pressinthe building.” Somere-
porterswere offended and helater retracted the remark.

A far bigger outcry occurred in August when Carpenter decreed that
retired diplomats be escorted when they visit their old haunts. Some de-
scribethepolicy as*insane’ and“insulting,” aredemandingit bedropped.

Carpenter saysthere can’t be exceptions.

“Tobeeffective,” hesays, “ our accesscontrol policy must becompre-
hensiveand uniformly enforced.”

EDITOR SNOTE—GeorgeGeddahascoveredforeignaffairsfor The
Associated Presssince 1968.
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Time to change the dogs name

“Hello, Mrs. Haynes, | think wehaveyour dog.”

It wasthe vet — the onethat servesasthetem-
porary pound until thedog catcher cantakestrays
totherea pound or find their owners. They had a
Brittany with a collar and tags identifying it as
belonging to one Steve Haynes.

| calledthehouse, knowingthat Stevehadn’tleft
yét.

“Where'sYOUR dog,” | asked sweetly.

“In her kennel, | guess,” he naively replied.
“Why do you ask?’

Annieisanice dog. Sheisfriendly to afault,
gentle, lovingand beautiful. Stevecouldn’'tfigure
out why anyonewould want to get rid of her.

He soon found out. Sheruns away.

We bought akennel before she came homethe
first time. She soon found the weak spotsin the
wireandwasgone. Stevewent looking, butitwas
the police chief who found her. That cost him.

He fixed the weak spots. She found more. He
looked. The chief found. Hepaid.

Thiswas starting to get alittle old and alittle
expensive.

Isbeing ten horrible or what?
You always get into trouble and get blamed for

everything. Somekids' nightmareischores, butto I

methat’sactually not too bad.

Inschool | talk too much and get into trouble. |
just can’t keepmy mouthshut. Andl alsohatewhen
you’ renot listening and theteacher callsonyouto
answer thenext question, andyougetitwrongand
you feel pretty stupid.

Oneday rightinthemiddleof somethingimpor-
tant, my trapper keeper fell apart. That’ shappened
to metwice now.

And oneday when | had my water bottle on my
desk, | lifted my desktop and my water bottlefell
right off. It cracked and |eaked water al over the
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We took to tying her inside the kennel, being
careful that she could getinto her houseand to her
food andwater but not over thetop. Wedidn't want
tocomehometofindthat shehadtriedtojumpthe
fence.

Soon, however, Anniefound new waysto escape
her confinement. Shestarted to dig along the back
wall of thekennel and soonwasabletoget between
the back yard fence and the back of the kennel.

Thisdidn’t doher muchgood, sinceshewasstill
onthelead, but shewasvery proud of her escape.
She could even get back into the kennel by duck-
ing back under the fence. We saw what was hap-
pening, but since she couldn’t get away we
shrugged and let her have her fun. Stevesaid he' d

floor right before PE. and Music.

| have had some ather things happen to metoo.
Onemorething that'sjust awful isDebra. In case
youdon't know her, sheworkswith my mom. She
pesters me so much and keeps saying “Kathryn
have you written your columnyet?’

But | guess she's better than Jim who worksin
the back. He says | leave messesthat | don’'t. He

get some blockstofill the hole on Monday.

Thenwegot thecall fromthevet.

WEe're still not sure how she got away. The lead
and fasteners weren't broken and her collar was
intact.

My theory issomehel pful personcameal onganc
saw her on the wrong side of the kennel and, wor-
rying that she couldn’t get to her water, undid the
fastening, planning to put her back in the kennel.
Either sheran away beforethey could get her back
in or shetook off through her hole after they left.

However sheescaped, apassing motorist caught
her prancing down the middl e of the highway and
turned her in before she becameroad kill.

Wewent to get thewayward pup and, of course,
hadtopay, again. Thisdogisgettingexpensive, and
| don’t mean in dog food.

Steve now has cement blocks at the back of the
kennel. When she digsunder themthey justfall in
her hole, blocking her escape.

Personally, I’ mtucking away alittleevery week
for the next fineand I’ m thinking of changing that
dog’'snameto Houdini.

The trouble with being ten

teasesmetoo. Hesaysl eat ratsand wormsand that
the popcorn hasbugsinit. He pestersmeway, way
morethan Debra.

Sometimes| think beingtenisgreat, but now I’ m
not so sure.

There'sway morethat happenstome, but for now
I'll just kick back and relax.

WEell not exactly, and don’t you ever say I’ m per-
fectorI’ll,I'll getmad. OK, | think yougotit, | hope
you do.

Well that'sall about thehorribletens. | shouldn't
say that. It'snot that terrible, but sometimesit just
seemslikeit.

Since | have run out of thingsto say, | guessI’ll
go. Sociao.

Wanting thmgs for you rself can hurt others

Selfishnesshasprobably caused moreproblems
inthisworldthanalot of usmay realizeor wantto
admit. | believe more people have been hurt be-
causeof it. Think about it.

Why do peopl esteal ?Becausethey want some-
thing for themsel vesthat they don’t have. Why do
peoplelie?Becausethey want tomakethemselves
look good. Why are peoplejeal ous?Becausethey
don’thavewhat someoneel sehas. Why do people
murder? Because some person did something to
them and they care more about themselves than
they do that person.

Self isat thecenter of it all.

Please, hear me. | am not perfect. | goof up too.
But ask yourself this question. Who said you de-
servewhatever it isyou want, anyway?

Isn'tit you? Isn't it that voice inside you that
says, “Why shouldn’t | haveit?’

However, is using someone else or hurting
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someoneel sefor your own selfishgainsor desires
worthit?

| think there hasto be alot of miserable people
inthisworld because of selfishness.

For myself, when | set out to have something |
want or something my way, | end up feeling bad.

| am much more content when | don’'t have ev-
erythingl want. I’ mjust not avery likeable person
when | get my way all thetime.

Butif apersonturnsthingsaround and beginsto
forget about what they want and what will please
them, they will see achange. They will becomea

better person.

Afterall, how many of usknow achild or anadult
who is used to getting their way or whatever they
want all the time? How pleasant are they to be
around?

Arewetruly content when we get what we want
al thetime? And guess what, we still haveto live
withourselvesafter all issaid and done. Whowants
tolivewith amiserable person?

Besides, whenl amwillingtotruly giveup some-
thing for someone else, I’ ve noticed that | gain
something in return, even though | wasn’t expect-
ingit. Sometimesit may just betheknowledgethat
| did theright thing.

So, I’ vecometoseethetruthinthestatement that
itismoreblessed to givethanto receive.

And isn't giving unselfishly to someone else,
showing real love? Isn't that what real loveisall
about?

God’s lessons seem to have been forgotten

It'sprobably ameasure of how truly flawed we
humans are that, despite al the good we do, we
can’'t seemto stop killing each other in the name
of God.

I’ve always marveled at our ability to do un-
godly thingsin Hisname. We' vedoneit through-
out history, and we show no sign that we have
learned anything.

A few yearsago, itwasChristiankilling Chris-
tianinlreland. ChristiankillingMusliminBosnia.
Today, as always, it is Jew versus Muslin in the
Holy Land.

A headlineinoneof the Sunday papersseemed
ludicrous: “ The battlefor Jerusalem hasbegun,”
it said, quoting one of the combatants. Seemsto
meit began afew hundred centuries ago.

Thousands of years, and still we have not
learned.

Let'sleavethe Easternreligionsout of thisfor
now, but you haveto accept thefact that all three
great Westernreligionswork off of thesameBook.
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Andthenyou haveto ask, “Why arewekilling
each other?’

| can't believethat God wants usto do that. He
commands usto love one another. He commands
us not to murder.

Christ himself commandsustorespect all those
whobelieve, notjust thoseweagreewith. That was
clear, at least to me, in this week’s Gospel read-
ing, recorded by the Apostle Mark at 9:38-40:

Johnsaidtohim,* Teacher, wesawamanwhowas
driving out demonsin your name, and we told him
to stop, because he doesn't belong to our group.”

“Donottryto stop him,” Jesustold them,  be-
causeno onewho performsamiraclein my name

will beablesoon afterwardto say evil thingsabout
me. For whoever isnot against usisfor us.”

| wasstill thinking about that, not yet snoozing,
when Father imHoover delivered oneof themore
thoughtful sermons|’ve heard | ately.

He challenged the congregation to betruly pro-
life, not just to oppose abortion but mercy killing,
the death penalty and other forms of murder. And
hesuggested that instead of protest or violence, the
way to seeright triumphisto step aside, pray anc
let God handleit.

Theother route, hesaid, won't work, but prayer
and faith will.

That'samessagethat they should hearintheHoly
Land, | think, but I'm having trouble coming uf
withenoughfaithtobelieveitwill happen. Notfaith
inGod, whom | truly believemakesall thingspos-
sible, but faith in mankind.

It'swewho havefailed, not God. And, it seems
to me, we are the oneswho need to change.

It couldn’t happen too soon.



