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September Employee of the Month
Kevin Schmidt

Goodland • 899-3681

Bird City • 734-2331

Brewster • 694-2281

Ruleton • 899-5721

Kevin’s ten years of experience at Fron-
tier Equity are clearly evident when it comes
to performing any task.  No matter the diffi-
culty of his responsibilities, he can be
counted on to assist fellow employees, co-
operative members and customers alike.
His reliability, dedication, and knowledge
make him a valuable asset to the Goodland
Fertilizer Department.  Whether it’s the hard
work assembling grain bunkers at several lo-
cations or the mental accuracy required in
calculating spray rate applications, you can
rest assured you’re dealing with a talented
individual.  Thank you, Kevin Schmidt for
continuing the success at Frontier Equity.

Please continue to let us know when an
employee does something exceptional for you so we may recognize one of our
many valued employees at any of our locations.

OPENING SOON
The Antique Warehouse

109 E. 17th. St.   Goodland KS
Antiques, Collectibles,Gifts

Dealer Spaces Available • Consignment Services Available
To reserve your space or for more information

call Kim Acuff at 789-899-5965   e-mail: SKOW1957@yahoo.com

RE-ELECT
Carol Armstrong
Register of Deeds

★ Life long resident ★
★ 17 years of experience ★

Political ad paid for by Carol Armstrong, Treasurer

Cakes & Eggs
$4.00

with this coupon

FREE Breakfast for
Ron Harding & Companion

throughout the month of October,
for your unconditional support

Buffalo Inn Restaurant
830 W. Hwy. 24     Goodland, Kan.

(785) 899-5057

Year Round Hours
6 a.m.-10 a.m. & 5 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Closed ONLY on Christmas Day

No. 1 teams in two classes face off for title

Adriel Alstrom (27) puts down a kill over Oakley’s Jennifer Hake (22) during the Northwest Kansas League
Tournament. The Cowgirls won the match 15-2 and 15-9.                     Photo by Roxie Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News

Cowgirls walk away league champions
By Roxie Yonkey

Goodland Daily News
Saturday’s Northwest Kansas

League Tournament had an air of inevi-
tability about it. While pool play and
the semifinals had to be played, every-
one looked forward to the main event,
Class 4A’s No. 1 vs. Class 2A’s No. 1
in the final.

No. 1 (2A) Atwood’s main goal was
to knock off No. 1 (4A) Goodland in
the Northwest Kansas League final.
Goodland was undefeated and At-
wood’s lone loss came at Goodland’s
hands in the previous week.

Atwood seemed about to reach its
goal. The Buffaloes became the only
team this season to hand Goodland a
loss in two games and seemed to have
their hands on the Cowgirls’ throats in
the second game when Goodland es-
caped. The Cowgirls went on to win 5-
15, 15-12, 15-9.

Top-seeded Goodland reached the
finals by defeating St. Francis 15-8, 15-
1; Colby 15-5, 15-5; and Oakley 15-2,
15-9 in pool play; and Hoxie 15-3, 15-
5 in the semifinals.

Goodland (34-0) opened scoring in
the championship match when Good-
land’s Julia Darnauer stuffed Ginger
Kastens.

But not much went right for the

Cowgirls after that. Atwood (23-2)
jumped up 6-2 before Goodland cut the
margin back to one, 6-5, on kills from
Jara McKee and Jill Sowers. But Sow-
ers hit long and Atwood scored the next
nine points, including three Katy
Tompkins aces and five Cowgirl er-
rors, to end the game.

Goodland returned the favor in the
second game, scoring the first seven
points.

Darnauer and Sowers picked up a
pair of kills apiece in the run and
Hallagin got an ace.

Then Atwood came back to tie the
game at 11 on back-to-back Cowgirl
passing errors.

Goodland Coach Jerry McKee call-
ed time out, but Atwood took the lead
on Emily Braxmeyer’s ace. Atwood
thought they had Goodland on the
ropes and they were ready for the
knock-out.

“We had them 12-11 in the second
game and they got away,” Atwood
Coach Gina Chvatal said.

Tompkins was called for a carry to
break Atwood’s serve. After an ex-
change of serves, Darnauer opened her
serve with an ace that ate Braxmeyer.

Then Braxmeyer hit the net, result-
ing in a four-hit call on Atwood. Good-
land was up again 13-12.

Braxmeyer broke Goodland’s serve
with a kill off Darnauer, but Good-
land’s Alisha McKee retrieved the
serve with a kill off Tompkins.

Sowers served. Alisha McKee tip-
ped in two kills.

Tompkins dug up the second tip, but
she sent it backwards. All the Buffs
raced after the ball, but couldn’t get
there.

Maybe that effort wore out Atwood.
They fought hard through the third
game’s first third, taking a 4-3 lead, but
two long volleys went the Cowgirls’
way to give them a permanent lead.

Goodland reached 14-7 on Kendra
Brack’s kill before Atwood showed
more life. The Buffs scored on a Cow-
girl error and Erin Schmidt’s ace before
Brack popped a hit way over the net
that fell about two feet inside Atwood’s
court.

Ashley Hallagin served and
Darnauer killed Hallagin’s set to end
the match.

“We need to go out and get it done
quicker and not have to pull back from
the edge,” McKee said, “but they (the
Cowgirls) are pretty experienced and
they know what to do.”

Goodland’s bench played a big role
in the Cowgirls’ victory. Atwood isn’t
deep, so the same girls played all day.

Goodland sweeps through pool play
By Roxie Yonkey

The Goodland Daily News
The Goodland Cowgirls opened

pool play in the Northwest Kansas
League Tournament against eighth-
seeded St. Francis, and the girls
jumped off to a 6-0 lead before Sainty
came back late in the first game.

With Amber Feikert serving, Abby
Burr picked up a pair of kills for the
Indians.

Jara McKee stopped the serve when
her roll spike fell in a Sainty coverage
hole, then she knocked a kill off
Sanity’s Heather Culwell to make it 13-
6.

But three straight Goodland errors
got Sainty to 13-8 before Alisha
McKee smacked Hallagin’s set off div-
ing Amy Rice.

After an exchange of serves, Alisha
McKee served. Darnauer killed Hal-
lagin’s quick set, then blocked Culwell
to end the game.

St. Francis had spent much of the
first game face down on the floor, try-
ing to dig up Goodland attacks, and the
constant diving wore on them.

Sainty scored the second game’s first
point, Feikert’s kill of Kiedra Riedel’s
set, then it was all Goodland.

Goodland’s Evann Hardy served
from 9-1 to 13-1, then gave way to
Janae McKee. McKee served out the
match, including an ace on the 15th
point.

Fireworks usually pop in the Good-
land-Colby match, but this one was
very lackluster. Colby seemed to be
going through the motions. Goodland
took a 7-1 lead in the first game, al-
lowed two Colby points, then scored
the next six. Hallagin had a pair of aces,
Darnauer killed Lindsay McClure’s
overpass and Jara McKee hit Sowers’
set into Colby’s left front in the run.

Colby picked up a couple points, one
on a phantom Goodland touch and the
other on a Goodland error, before Sow-
ers dropped in a change-up to get the
serve for Darnauer. Sowers then killed
Hallagin’s set to end the game.

Goodland started the second game
up 11-1 before Colby scored five
straight. When Colby’s Megan Blatt
whiffed at a set, Brack got the serve.
She opened with an ace, followed by a
Colby error, then two Darnauer kills to
end the match.

Goodland faced Oakley after Oak-
ley had lost to St. Francis in a long
three-game set, and the Lady Plains-
men showed that match’s effects.
Goodland opened 9-0, dropped a point,
scored two more, and dropped another
before finishing the match.

Alstrom had a stuff and a kill in the
final run, then Darnauer stuffed Oak-
ley’s Carrie Wassemiller to end the
game.

Oakley didn’t bow so easily in the
second game. They tied up the match
at 7-7 before Wassemiller hit long
twice to give Goodland the lead for
good.

Several Oakley errors and two Jara
McKee kills got Goodland to 12-7, but
three straight Goodland errors made it
12-9.

Oakley’s Kylie Siruta served long to
give Goodland the serve. Jara McKee
served an ace, then Alstrom and Alisha
McKee killed Hallagin’s sets to end the
match.

SEMIFINAL

After waiting a long
time for the pools to fin-
ish, Goodland faced
Hoxie in the semifinal.
Again, the first game
wasn’t much of a con-
test.

Goodland dominated,
taking a 10-0 lead.

Hoxie later scored
three points, all on
Goodland errors, then
Goodland finished the
game on two Jara
McKee kills, a Darnauer
ace and a Hoxie error.

Hoxie did a little better in the second
game, taking a 4-2 lead, then Goodland
took control.

With Sowers serving,
Hoxie erred, then
Hallagin killed an over-
pass to tie the game.

After a serve ex-
change, Jara McKee
served. Hoxie commit-
ted four straight errors,
Alisha McKee killed an
overpass and Hoxie
made another mistake
to make it 10-4.

Two Goodland errors
gave Hoxie another
point, but that was the
Indians’ last gasp.

With Hardy serving, Hoxie erred,
then dropped in a hit just inside the
Goodland back line.

Darnauer ended Hoxie’s serve by
killing Hallagin’s quick set. Hallagin
served three straight aces and Alstrom
killed Hallagin’s set to end the match
and send Goodland to the finals.

Darnauer was Goodland’s kills
leader with 44.

 Jara McKee had 32 kills and 46 digs.
Hallagin had 110 assists and eight aces.

Goodland goes to Scott City Satur-
day for sub-state as the first seed. Since
the Western Kansas sub-state is a
seven-team tournament, Goodland
will receive a bye. That bye will be
coach McKee’s 500th win.

Goodland was able to rest its players,
giving the Cowgirl starters fresh legs
when it really counted. Adriel Alstrom
gave Goodland a significant lift in the
Atwood match.


