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Big sound Gripes about school policy
aired at Brewster public forum

By Patty Decker cerns falling on deaf ears at boaralfter accepting a position on the bc
The Colby Free Press meetings, Baughn asked the 75 peoplears ago was that it would help
BREWSTER — Brewster residentaittending the public forum, “Howkept my ears open and paid atter
at a public forum following a speciamany of you know when the site courto the problems.”
school board meeting Tuesday nigltil meets and who is on it?” Onmorale, one man said that val
complained about school policies and Most people said they didn't knowself-esteem and respect are issue
handling of discipline they said wereven though it was pointed out that theeed to be taught in the home anc
causing ill feelings in the district. ~ school pocket calendar and weeklyy teachers.

Moderating the forum was Mayorsheet gives the dates and times of theOn the other hand, he said, gr:
Mike Baughn, Brewster principal frommeeting. mercy, compassion and understan
1976-81, who said he wanted to ad- He also suggested a weekly newslethould be practiced by the staff .
dress the issues and promote comnter could be another solution broughtachers.
nication in order to keep the school thierward to the board. Regarding the “underlying turmoi
best it can be. Baughn also is ThomasThe dress code issue was anothitre September incident, which ¢
County undersheriff. area that many said they see as beipgrson pointed out amounted to *

“The recent incident in Septembeconnected with the detention policy.riding,” was again brought up.
was a catalyst that has brought some‘ln one classroom, it might be OK “This is a time to do away with
unrest to this community,” Baughrto wear a ballcap,” said one persomors about the students and sch
said, referring to the alleged illegal ustout in another room, a student weaBaughn said, adding that when the
of a school suburban and other stilhg a ballcap could get detention.” cident occurred and the suburban
undisclosed incidents involving stu- Another person pointed out that thieeturned, it would be difficult for la
dents at the school. was just another example of ruleenforcement to prove intent of the

Issues at the forum included conehanging from hour to hour. “The school board had options «
plaints about in-school suspensions, Oneteacher said thatitis difficult fothey looked at what they believed
concerns of patrons not reaching thée teachers to enforce a dress cotte best way to constructively cha
school board, dress code policy, mavith nothing to back them up from théhe behavior,” he said. “I respect tr
rale and on whether or not to changhool board. for their decision.”
how board members are elected. On the issue of board structure and Baughn did agree that it'simport

“We need to get the calm back intoepresentation, Baughn noted that ib separate facts from fiction.
the community,” said one person atththere is an interest in changing to anIn response, one man queried
meeting. “Maybe that requires a confat-large” representation from the curalthoughitis only rumor, he heard
mon-sense approach from 25 years aggnt district format, that's somethinghere was an “attempted cover-
in disciplining students.” that could be considered and voted gmmior to the board knowing the det:

Another person said that they beby the people. of the September incident.
lieve detention and suspension areOne person said they were unhappyBough said he knew of no st
overused and abused in the district. with the majority of the board becauseover-up, but would ask the boar

“Discipline should be equal acrosthey are doing “more micro-managingvestigate.
the board and sometimes discipline (ihen policy-making.” Baughn said he urged people
the administration) is handed out for “l have lost some trust in the boar@rewster to communicate.
too minor of infractions,” she said. representing the patrons who elected”If there is a venue to address,’

Baughn said that 25 years ago, dithem,” he said. said, “l encourage parentsto getot
cipline was handled more in the class- One man who said he has been in teehool board agenda and, if neces
room, but today because of state aisg¢hool system, in one way or anotheshen dealing with names and priv
federal laws, that has changed. since 1933 said he was saddened to $&®les, use the executive session:

One person said he was disappointedw much the “gulf has widened be- “If people believe the process
with the board members, the bickerintyveen the board and its patrons.” flawed, they should elect new bo
and management of the school. “Our board members need to accepiembers atthe proper time. That's

- - “It just seems like every time youhe responsibility of the job and realdemocracy. Let’s not allow proble
Devin Keister, a tuba player for the sixth grade band, blew on his instrument during band practice on turn around the rules change,” he saiide what they are doing is a tough jobjh the future to fester to the point wh
Wednesday afternoon at North Elementary. The band, along with the fifth grade, junior high and high Regarding complaints about conhe said. “One piece of advice | receiveale need to ‘burst the boil.”
school bands, will give aconcertat 7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 18, atthe Goodland High School auditorium.

Paul Garrison and Tom Miles are co-directors of the bands. Photo by Janet Craft/The Goodland Daily News C i t i Ze nS aS k board abo ut th eft
Stai ned IaSS to O i n Cou rthouse SCHOOL, from Page 1 mation about students or staff. While The board said it decided tha
g g no names were released, Mills said thabuld be better to set an example

. ) . our board and administration. the board had two options with respebibth those involved and other stud

GLASS, from Page 1 works at Dependable, said no date hascause it reminds her of a lake nearajthough there are several areas db the incident. if severe long-term consequences
- — beenscheduled, butitllhave to be orfeussell where she, her husband and hgfycern about the way the board and Mills said the board decided irapplied.
has been in office for 11 years, filledhat's warm and sitill. ~ daughter, who livesin Russell, used tgyministration have handled issueslosed session they could take “passive“This would be more effective
the officials in and they agreed to let Chatfield said she started doingisit. ) _ we are going to focus on one. action” through the Juvenile Codeleterring future incidents and presc
Chatfield go ahead. stained glass to keep her mind off her”l loved that lake,” she said. ~ Recently, some of school propertyanctions or “aggressive actionthe integrity of the community and
Vice Chairman Chuck Frankenfeldhusband, but now she said she’s four_1dShe said the stained glass that will Qg5 s stolen and then returned: the lathrough “school law” sanctions. school ” the statement said.

said the commissioners thoughtit wasway to have her hobby remind her afi half-moons above the courthousgas proken. We understand an attemptThey chose school law, he said, hop- After reviewing the illegal behavi
agood idea. goodtimes with him. doors will serve as a reminder, 100. yas made to cover up this incident. Weg it would be more effective. the board decided that charges ¢

“Itllbe abenefittothe courthouse,” One of the first stained glass pieces Whenthe glass is installed, she saighz)ize this is only rumor; however, Injuvenile code action for first-timehave included criminal trespass, |
he said. “We're glad to get it and wehe made was an 8-by-10-inch pieahe’ll dedicate it to her husband’ghere is some substantial evidence tffenders, his statement said, the puglary, theft, criminal depravatiorf
appreciate her efforts and everythingthat still hangs in the picture windowgrandfather, L.A. Chatfield, who mad%upport its truth. ishmentwould be to be interviewed bproperty, auto theft, and aiding ¢

Chatfield said the blue, red, orang her living room. It's a bright orangeémportant contributions to Sherman Right now, our concernisntthatjusthe sheriff and appear before thabetting a crime.
and yellow windows are now at Desunsetbehind white clouds, green hillSounty. _ _ tice was served, but rather that it wasounty attorney. After the board decided to handle
pendable Glass on Main Avenue, waiand blue water. , __ But,shesaid, she's saving that stofyyt served in a fair and properway. Are Past practice, according to theituation locally, information was 1
ing to be installed. Debbie Craig, who She callsit, “Lake Wilson,” she saidfor the dedication ceremony. we sending the right message to oboard’s response, has been to allowawed to determine a severe but

youth by saying it is OK to break thguvenile to enter a diversion progranpunishment for each studentinvolx

H am O pe rato rS get Chan Ce tO Strut Sthf laws? We feel it is time for the boardf the program is completed, the juveMills read.

and administration to stand up and daile would have no record. While the board'’s response did
jvhat is right, if there was an attempt Under school law, the board notedspecifically say how many stude
at covering up this incident. action could include suspension frorwere punished or what each rece
The board's written response said &athool and extracurricular activitiesindividually, it did say that the punis

ident occurred on the evening dbss of school credit, written assignment ranged from suspension fi
ept. 16 and early morning of Sept. Iments, restitution, letters of apologychool (out of school four days,

RADIO, from Page 1 Darel Graves, president of thenent and how many people they wi

Goodland Sunflower Amateur Radide able to contact.

tions. Club, said two of the group’s 10 Onrelatively low frequenciesinthe
On Friday and Saturday, the weathenembers will be able to participatewinter, Graves said, he has been a

ﬁzlr%e(\;vgl)g?:r?dltscdoolgg/s g)n?jpsggttzrrfgi?e getawardsoutofthe event l?pﬁ?nnég%gl?fople InPhoenixand IDalon school premises. counseling and lengthy communitgchool three days), loss of school ci

Colorado, Mentzer said. The operators“| don’t care much about the The competition started lastyear not ! tf(]jeﬂt]lrrt\e, tlhe boartddsaltt:i, It apse“r\\/’\'/gﬁid it be in the best interests oss?:ﬁ(;glas"u(;f Z‘ﬁ;ﬁggﬁssizgrlgﬁg
will try to contact as many people agwards,” Graves said. “I just do it tmnly to show appreciation to the operdared that on'y one student was in- p ), p

: : olved. During the school day on Monthe student to go before the county atwitten work assignments (five pa
:23?&?&?53#2%?6 world on amate?useneﬂwho we can contact and ha\g?gz,sllléergtszhec:uslglghgmi';]ogc;]rglpg)err?g)}’gy' Sept. 18, rumors of all sorts suterney and be on the sideline ready frer day), loss of eligibility to parti

Last year, the first for this event, Graves said he started his hobby ing the Year 2000 changeover. ced. . play tlr:je nehxtgame p th? dboaro! aslgenate in school activities (ranlge frofl
operators were able to contact 55be 1960s and the Sunflower club was He said this year, the Goodland of- ' handling the situation, the boardWould ashort-termfix of diversion beto 11 games), restitution, letter
people in all but one of the 50 statestarted in 1995. fice will use the event more for fun, b aid that on Monday afternoon, Sepa long-term solution to prompt betteapology and community service (ra

; My . o .~ 18, the administration reported to thbehavior? Would the integrity of theng from 14 to 42 hours).
Eirsowg, and as far away as Japan e::nhzfr:ig\{g r;teve\lllilr]gg\%ei;ge;%g%rgti?resthi;greni? g[r(lj%rggrlgzsdrr)iﬁ;tmlpatlng mlghpresident of the board that the law hasbmmunity be compromised for that “Some of the students’ punishm
pe. ' been broken. kind of action? Would the students b&ere more severe than others dep

The board president asked the prisubjected to verbal or physical threatag upon the age of the student, t

H ighway patrOI to hOId meeti ngs On pay’ Safety issues cipal and a board member to find odtom the community for getting off sorole in the incident, the legal seve

what happened. easily? Would that type of reaction befthe crime, based on the criminal ¢
HAYS (AP) — As they cruise Kan-other community was zero, Eichkormvhere. The board, Mills’ statement said, i$n the bestinterests of our students...tancing guide, and the cost value
sas highways, motorists might wondesaid. Of Troop D’s 33 troopers, accordingrevented by law from divulging infor-the school...or the community?”  volved,” Mills read.

why they don’t see more state troopers.The meetings were scheduled fdo Langdon, six are supervisors and 22

Get your Winter Fix on New Hellond Parts and Service

meetings being held around the state“Pay will probably be the flagshipof “We don’t just work traffic, radar I On Ig ht!
low pay, especially in a tight job marto get that.” them.” F H E E

Officials of the Kansas Highwaylate in the year because the patrol wilire assigned to specialized duties that
Patrol are happy to answer that quelse pushing for better salaries in the legiclude strategic response team, crifi- I nte rnet
tion — and any others that citizensslative session that begins in Januarmal highway accident response teain,
might want to pose at 29 town halkEichkorn said. pilot and drug dog handler. -
through the end of December. legislative topics for us,” Eichkornand accidents,” Langdon said. “And
The officials will convey a messageaid. “We need grassroots support asve@ do have a manpower shortage. fin
of their own — that the patrol has atatewide agency, and this was one thfis area we have 18 counties, and gix 899—2338
staffing shortage and that its relativelthe ways the colonel felt we'd be ableounties don't have anyone assigned|to
ket, is keeping good candidates away.A survey of salaries for Highwa = F' NAN l "B
The public sessions fulfill one of thePatrol troopers and their counterparfs Bear Buddle e - c
goals set by Col. Don Brownlee whem neighboring states showed Kansgs A TF
he was appointed superintendent kat the bottom, with starting pay o  d With your New Holland Plan
Gov. Bill Graves in March 1999. $26,016 a year. The starting salary EXtravaganza N At O Sottichi At UL AR AT

“One of the biggest things ColoneColorado is $34,326; in Missouri Sept. 1 & 2
Brownlee wanted to do was open thH&31,512; in Nebraska, $28,500; and ept. Offer is good through February 28, 2001 on all qualified New Holland parts and service in the U.S. or
lines of communication, not only withOklahoma, $26,460. Buy a Bear and get the 2nd Canada. This includes any transaction of $1,000 or more with the New Holland Plan Account.
individuals inside our agency and be- Sgt. Rick Langdon, spokesman fg Bear, a ‘Buddy for the first Offer is valid on one transaction and cannot be combined with any other promotion. All programs

tween the Highway Patrol and othefroop D in northwest Kansas, will bg
law enforcement agencies, but beresenting those and other relevap
tween our agency and everybody weumbers at the town hall meeting
come in contact with,” Lt. Johnscheduled Dec. 7 at the Ellis County
Eichkorn, the patrol's spokesman, saféairgrounds in Hays.
Wednesday. Langdon said he is often asked
Since they began Nov. 4 with a sesaembers of the public why they seE

are subject to credit qualifications. Programs may change without notice.
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See your New Holland dealer for detalils.
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328 W. Hwy. 24

STEVENS' KANSAS Goodland, Kan.

sion in Salina, the town hall meeting&wer troopers on the road. His repl TERRITORIAL (785) 899-6565 = 1-800-783-7343

have attracted varied levels of interess that the agency is trying to stretchi STORE AEW HOLLAND

About 30 people turned out for a sepeople and resources to provide mojt 212 W. Washington EE’ CREDIT NEW HOLLAND PLAN
Sion TueSday nlght in the WIChIta areapeCialized SerViceS’ Wlth tOO feW € St FranCiS - (785) 332-3300 All programs are subject to credit qualifications. Programs may change without notice. www.newholland.com/na/nhcc

while attendance at a meeting in aployees to do everything and be ever




