
By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

A year in the life of Sherman
County covered lots of ups and
downs, lots of ins and outs.

The big news of 2000 included a
worldwide economic development
project starting up, airline service
shutting down, an incumbent senator
staying in office after a hard-fought
race and an incumbent county com-
missioner getting pushed out by a
write-in candidate.

New buildings went up, older busi-
nesses shut down, a county official
was taken down by a deadly disease,
a hero saved a woman’s life by pull-
ing her out of a burning car, the tech-
nical school was changing itself into
a college and the county decided to
hire an administrator.

With 255 newspapers printed for
the year, The Goodland Daily News
brought these and hundreds of other
stories into thousands of homes in
Sherman County and across the coun-
try.

After reviewing this year’s papers,
The Daily News staff voted on the top
10, looking for stories that had the
biggest impact on our economy and
residents.

We tried to focus on events that will
have an impact now and for years to
come, choosing articles that held the
attention of people here and across the
state. Some of the news is good, some
of it is bad, but it all happened in Sher-
man County in the year 2000.

Starting with No. 1, then:
THE SUNFLOWER PROJECT

1Cameron Cross, the Canadian
painter who spent two months

in Goodland creating a giant replica
of a Vincent van Gogh painting,
shouted “Hallelujah,” when he heard
in late September that his work visa
had been granted.

After years of planning and months
of wading through red tape, the
former high school art teacher could
start on the third in a series of seven
reproductions of Van Gogh’s sun-
flower paintings to be placed in cit-
ies around the world.

The agriculture building at the
Sherman County Fairgrounds be-
came the painter’s workshop later in
September. There the 37-year-old
transformed four fiberglass-covered
wood panels into the first painting in
Van Gogh’s sunflower series.

Boosters and state officials hope
the 24-by-32-foot painting, to be dis-
played on an 80-foot steel easel near
the Cherry Street/Business U.S. 24
junction, will draw 89,000 tourists to
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Arafat to call
Clinton today

WASHINGTON — Palestinian
negotiators circulated a point-by-
point criticism of President
Clinton’s framework for a negoti-
ated settlement with Israel as
Yasser Arafat prepared to call at
the White House Tuesday.

The detailed disagreement,
combined with a statement by Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak
that he had broken off all contact
with Palestinian officials, length-
ened the odds against Clinton’s
achieving his No. 1 foreign policy
goal in the 18 days he has remain-
ing in office.

The Palestinian negotiators
criticized the outline on all fronts,
saying it would “fail to satisfy the
conditions for a permanent peace,”
reward Israel for illegally settling
areas of the West Bank and rebuff
the rights of Palestinians to return
to Israel.
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39°
at noon

Noon
Wheat — $2.88 bushel

Posted county price — $2.77
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢

Corn — $2.01 bushel
Posted county price — $2.00
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢

Milo — $3.34 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.50 bushel

Posted county price — $4.39
Loan deficiency payment — 51¢

Millet — $8.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $5.85 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.90
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.

Pinto beans — $15
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Frontier

Equity Co-op and 21st Century Bean.
These may not be closing figures. )

Today
• Sunset, 4:35 p.m.

Tomorrow
• Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
• Sunset, 4:36 p.m.

Midday Conditions
• Soil Temperature 28 degrees
• Humidity 64 percent
• Sky sunny
• Winds northwest 18 mph
• Barometer 30.43 inches

and falling
• Record High 68° (1935)

• Record Low -12° (1948)

Last 24 Hours*
High 28°
Low 1°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast
Tonight: Partly cloudy, low 20-25,

west winds 10 mph. Tomorrow: Partly
sunny, high mid 50s, low mid 20s,
northwest winds 15-25 mph.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: dry, high 55-65, low

20s. Friday: dry, high mid 40s-50, low
20s. Saturday: dry, high 40s, low 20s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.

* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

County
narrows
its search
Finalists to visit,
tour on Wednesday

Legislators will look
at ways to protect water

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Sherman County commission-
ers will spend Wednesday interviewing
three finalists, including one Goodland
man, for the new county administrator
job.

The commissioners created the po-
sition in October, saying that county
government is growing more complex
and harder for part-time commission-
ers to manage. Randy Allen of the Kan-
sas Association of Counties in Topeka
helped find and rank applicants and will
be here to help with the interviews.

Chuck Frankenfeld, acting chair-
man, said the commission will meet at
8:30 a.m. at the courthouse for a long
special session that will be held almost
entirely behind closed doors.

The interviews will not be open to the
public, he said, because they are con-
sidered a personnel matter — deemed
confidential under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act.

Frankenfeld said all three finalists
have strong resumes, with two now fill-
ing administrative positions and one
working as an editor for The Goodland
Daily News.

Tom Betz, editorial editor for The
Daily, said former commissioners’
Kenny Davis, who resigned in Novem-
ber after losing the general election to
a write-in candidate, and Gary
Townsend, who died in August from
leukemia, encouraged him to apply.

Betz has lived in Goodland for over
three years, moving here from Lamar,
Colo., where he was publisher of The
Lamar Daily News. Betz, who has cov-
ered county commission meetings here
for two years and county government
for over 20 years, said he applied be-
cause he felt he could make positive
contributions and was ready for the
challenge.

Frankenfeld said David Chamberlin
from Kansas City, Mo., will also inter-
view, along with Roy Ridener from
Wichita. He said the commission will
release more information on the appli-
cants as they near a decision. The com-
missioners hadn’t set a hiring deadline,
he said, but could make a decision this
week.

Allen, executive director of the
county association, said he helped the
commissioners prepare interview ques-
tions and will attend the meeting to

By Carl Manning
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — There’s no question that
clean water is vital to Kansas, and
there’s no question steps must be taken
to preserve it for the future.

The only question is how best to do
that, and legislative leaders say it’s a
question that can’t be answered
quickly. They’re hoping a course can be
charted after lawmakers convene Jan.
8.

“Future generations are going to
judge us pretty harshly if we don’t fig-
ure out a strategy where they have clean
water,” said Senate President-elect
Dave Kerri

Kerr said lawmakers ought to move
cautiously to find solutions satisfactory
to varied interests.

“I hope we don’t act precipitously
when we don’t have adequate informa-
tion or an adequate plan of action,” said
Kerr, R-Hutchinson.

House Speaker Kent Glasscock
agreed, saying a first step is “an honest
give and take” among interests, includ-
ing agriculture, business and environ-
mental groups.

“You have to have a comprehensive
approach to environmental issues that
is focused,” said Glasscock, R-Manhat-

tan. “The Legislature isn’t educated
enough on the issue, and there is not
enough of a consensus to pass a bill.”

Lawmakers, however, won’t have to
grope in the dark for solutions. At least
two sources of ideas will be at their dis-
posal.

This month, the Kansas Water Au-
thority plans to issue a report that will
include recommendations for dealing
with conservation of surface water and
the all-important Ogallala aquifer. The
Ogallala is beneath the western third of
Kansas, its 160,000 square miles run-
ning north to Nebraska, south to Texas
and west to Colorado and New Mexico.

Aquifers are vast underground wa-
ter-bearing sediments and bedrock —
not unlike a giant sponge holding wa-
ter. Wells are sunk to collect water seep-
age and it’s pumped to the surface.

The more wells sunk, the more wa-
ter used. In some areas more water is
being used than is being put back into
the aquifers. Kerr notes depletion of the
Ogallala and other aquifers isn’t caused
by Kansas alone.

“We have a problem over usage. Part
of that problem is our neighbors to the
north continue to put in wells,” Kerr
said. Kansas already has sued Nebraska
over low Republican River levels.

Goodland each year.
City officials see it as part of a new

entryway to Goodland, including a
pond, a new road and walking trails.

Cross said two other paintings in the
world-famous Dutch artist’s series
now tower above small towns in
Canada and Australia. The tourist at-
tractions, he said, serve to recognize
the huge impact the sunflower indus-
try has on the rural towns’ economies.

Members of Sunflowers USA, a

group that raised money to bring the
painting to this Sunflower Capital,
plan to have the replica erected some-
time this year. As for Cross, he said
he’s looking to complete the series in
bigger cities in Japan, South Africa,
the Netherlands and Argentina that
have ties to Van Gogh or the sunflower
industry.

SCHOOL TO COLLEGE

2  The Kansas Board of Regents
put the Northwest Kansas Tech-

nical School one step closer to becom-
ing a college when it met on the
school’s campus in mid-September.

The nine-member board approved
a recommendation to grant the school
college status.

If state lawmakers approve in 2001,
the school will be able to award two-
year associate degrees along with cer-
tificates for completing various tech-

Cameron Cross, a Canadian artist, spent two months in Goodland last year painting a giant replica of the
first in Vincent van Gogh’s sunflower series. Boosters hope the attraction, which will go on an 80-foot easel
near Cherry Street and Business U.S. 24, will attract 89,000 people to Goodland a year. The story is No. 1
in The Goodland Daily News’ top 10 picks of the year.               Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Erin Fulton celebrated the new year by building a snowman in her front yard with the freshly fallen snow
Monday afternoon.          Photo by Dana Sulsberger/The Goodland Daily News

Building a new year


