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Hard to believe it is already Jan.
4. As Mrs. Briney said at our visit
that evening, someone told her it
was Friday. She replied that Thurs-
day was here soon enough.

She was then telling me what
was on deck for the remainder of
the week. She seems very content
with her new residence at the Wheat
Ridge complex. I then briefly visited
Leila Sturrock.

I also visited Christie Schiefen,
Elaine Thompson and Grace Jensen
at the hospital. They all seem to be
doing much better.

Grace is looking forward to re-
turning home this weekend if her
daughter gets in from Denver. Elaine
had her leg x-rayed Thursday and
will know the results in a couple of
days.

Christie is getting therapy on both
her shoulder and her legs. They’ve
given her a walker with a support for
her broken wrist.

They hope to have her up and able
to walk short trips in the next few
days. So all in all, they seem to be on
the mend.

It was nice today, so I changed my
banner on my front porch from the
nativity scene to my Valentine one.
Speaking of front porch, my dog,
Casey, has become attached to the
little black and white kitten.

So much so that he’s to the point
of messing around until the kitten
gets in the house. They nuzzle each
other and the kitten strokes the dog’s
face and rubs its body on the dog and
purrs a mile a minute. I’ve got news
for them, NO CAT IN THE HOUSE.

Casey chases a1l the other cats
that find their way onto the porch,
but stops short of chasing the little
black and white one. I thought he

was “hard of seeing,” as my niece
told her mother one day when my
sister was looking for something,
right in front of her, and crabbing
about its not being at hand. Kids say
the darnedest things. Martha had
yelled at them earlier in the day as
they were fussing with each other
about one thing or another. She used
the expression, “Are you hard of
hearing, I told you kids to stop that
and settle down.” Out of the mouth
of babes, you never know what
you’ll hear.

Most of the Christmas and New
Year’s parties are history. Many
families got together and now all the
kids are back in school, except for
the college kids who have a few
more days before school resumes.

 One large family gathering took
place on the Saturday before Christ-
mas when all but two of Rose Mary
McKee’s family got together at the
assisted living center where she is a
resident.

Knowing all of her family, it was
fun to see all the kids and their fami-
lies. She was so happy that on Sun-
day when I ate lunch at the center,
she kept asking me if I had seen this
one or the other.

I’ve known the McKees for some-
time and saw her kids grow up and
marry, as well as some of her grand-
kids and now they have given her
great grandkids. Makes me feel like
I must be getting older. I had lunch

with my friend, Eva
Briney, that Sunday. I
had been visiting
Mrs. Briney on Satur-
day evening when the
kids started to come
in.

Birthday greet-
ings, actually belated ones, to Sheri
Mull on Jan. 2 and to Jimmy
Schiefen on Jan. 3. I know of no an-
niversaries but best wishes to any
who are having one or have had one
the past week or so.

Well, the official retirement date
is Jan. 31. That date will see the clo-
sure of Dr. Beynon’s dental office.
Hard to believe the time is at hand.
It’s something I knew would be com-
ing, but I was always hoping for an-
other year or so. He’s not only been
my employer, but my best friend,
almost like a brother. Whenever I
needed him, for whatever reason, he
was there for me. It will seem strange
not to be around him five days a
week. None of us are sure of the fu-
ture. As he says, we don’t know what
it will be like as we’ve never tried it
before.

I’m doing this late because I didn’t
get my church work done as I got the
wrong information and will have to
wait till Saturday to finish the work.
I did do all of the little jobs, so I will
have only the bulletin to do on Sat-
urday. I went to visit my sick and
older friends before going home af-
ter I finished doing those little time
consuming jobs.

No other notes around so I will
shut this down. Hope the ribbon
pushes out one more column, as
they’ve not found me the ribbon that
I need yet. On that note, take care ’till
next week.
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said, “who feel positive about Wal-
Mart being in town. A majority of
people feel positive.”

After Wal-Mart moved to Goodland
in 1997, two other grocery stores and
one discount store here have closed.
Schroller said Wal-Mart can’t be
blamed.

The IGA store closed in March 1998
and the Bogaarts-owned Jubilee Foods
and Gibson’s Discount Store, which
filled a now-empty building east of Wal-
Mart, shut down in September 1999.

IGA and Jubilee stores were closing
across the nation, Schroller said, be-
cause of problems with the parent com-
panies, and the customers closed
Gibson’s.

“The customers chose where they
were going to shop,” he said.

Wal-Mart is an asset to small towns,
Schroller said, because it is able to put
money back into the community. He
said there are some organizations the
store donates to every year, and some
that receive money for special projects.

Over the past year, Schroller said,
Wal-Mart gave out a total of $9,000 in
matching grants — where the store
matched money an organization raised
up to a certain amount — and $5,000
in “bonus,” or regular grants.

He said the store handed out $9,000
of its own profits to schools, churches,
4-H clubs, the city and other organiza-
tions and donated $3,000 in food and
clothing to Genesis — a group in
Goodland that collects food, clothing
and toys for the less fortunate.

Schroller said Wal-Mart awarded a
$1,000 scholarship to Jessica Nelson,
who graduated from high school last
year, and $500 to Byron Tedford, who
was named teacher of the year by the
Goodland School District.

For the store’s annual “Christmas
Charity Appeal,” he said, Wal-Mart
donated a percentage of its sales be-
tween 6 a.m. and noon on Friday, Dec.
1, a total of $1,039, to the Northwest
Kansas Animal Shelter.

Store employees and Goodland
business owners raised $3,500 for the
World War II memorial to be built in

Washington D.C., Schroller said, and
Wal-Mart helped children involved in
the annual Sunflower Festival raise
$700 for a kiddy pool at the site of the
city’s new swimming pool.

He said employees raised $4,500 for
churches, schools and organizations
last year by volunteering their time. In
the Volunteerism Always Pays pro-
gram, Schroller said, Wal-Mart do-
nates $100 to a group for which an
employee volunteered 15 hours in a
quarter.

He said the store gave money to or-
ganizations in Wallace County, where
there is one full-service grocery store,
and a church in Sharon Springs. He
said Wal-Mart plans to donate money
in Burlington, Colo., from where the
store draws a lot of its customers.

Schroller said most of the organiza-
tions that receive money are non-profit
and are in the 501C3 tax bracket, but
Wal-Mart tries to be as fair as possible
with the grant money.

“We try to mix it up every year,” he
said, “so we’re not giving always to the
same people.”

ULYSSES (AP) — Residents in this
southwest Kansas town expected to
pay bargain prices for natural gas this
winter because the city owns two gas
wells and is located near one of the old-
est gas fields in the Midwest.

But residents were wrong.
“We’re sitting right on top of the

supply, and it still costs,” Ulysses City
Administrator Bill Powers said this
week. “We hear a lot of rumbling and
grumbling.”

Much like the rest of the nation, gas
bills in Ulysses have almost doubled
since last year, Powers said.

In November 1999, Ulysses con-
sumers paid 38 cents per 100 cubic
feet. This month’s price was 64
cents.

Ulysses sells its gas to Greeley Gas
of Kansas, which also is the city’s sup-
plier. The gas travels from the ground
in Ulysses to a processing plant where
it is cleaned and dried.

From there it goes to transmission
and distribution.

Of Greeley Gas’ seven rate areas in
Kansas, southwest Kansas receives the
cheapest gas of all, said company
spokesman Jim Bartling.

Although gas prices have gone up,
Greeley Gas has not made more money
since the jump, Bartling said, as the
company has not increased its gas pro-
duction.

“The old supply and demand hit,”
Bartling said. “That drove the price up
more.”

Rural well owners are also taking a
hit from the high prices.

In Grant County, some owners were
guaranteed free gas at the wellhead, but
decades-old contracts have been
changed and are drying up their source
of free natural gas.
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ROUND TRIP TRAVEL
Full Service Travel Agency

❊Complete Janitorial Service❊
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or Refinancing

CALL ME FIRST
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& Remodeling& Remodeling& Remodeling& Remodeling& Remodelingbrings  you Internet and

E-mail Access!
(785) 899-2338

1205 Main  •  Goodland, KS 67735
 daily@nwkansas.com

ad
could be here!

Call Doug
or Eric

at

899-2338

YOUR

Goodland Daily NewsThe

Have you heard
about the

800 lb. Gorilla?

Call Doug or Eric
for details!

899-2338
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BRINEY 462-2445
1180 W. 4th  •  Colby, Kansas

Large Selection • Creative Matting
Brass Easels • Plate Frames •

Norman Rockwell Prints • Panoramic
Prints of Cities • Beautiful Country

Living & Wildlife Prints • Quick Turn
Around • Gift Certificates

.
Cheryl Peck

404 Main     (785)899-5528
M-F 10-4 or by appointment

Custom Matting & Framing

The Framing Place

nwkansas.com
 Your local internet service provider
with connections in St. Francis, Bird
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as $16.50 per month!
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