The Goodland Daily News / Friday, January 12, 2001 7

Childsupporttobeinvestigated

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislators de- “There’s still problems,” said Rep. “If you’re waiting for a check, 30 - "™

cided to investigate the processing &uby Gilbert, D-Wichita. days seems like a long time,” she told ' ;f{
child supportchecks, even as the state’Before Sept. 29, district courts andeporters. e
top social services official insisted th&€RS handled the payments, but theVratil, R-Leawood, offered a differ-| ek
system is working. state changed its system to compbnt assessment. .

The House and Senate Judiciamyith a 1996 federal law requiring states “We had a good system of child sup
committees scheduled a joint hearing centralize the processing of chilgort until this year,” he said. “Now
for Jan. 22 to question Janet Schaupport payments. we’ve got a botched-up system.” -
ansky, secretary of social and rehabili- Schalansky said that during the pastHouse Minority Leader Jim Garnef
tation services. 60 days, only 2 percent to 3 percent shid SRS officials didn’'t do enoug/p#

Senate Chairman John Vratil arpayments have been handled in othpreparation before switching to the
nounced the meeting Thursday to calhan a routine manner. She said thagéw system.
leagues just hours after Schalanslpercentage has been dropping since théThis thing was just kind of slapped
told reporters only a small percentagerocessing center opened. together,” said Garner, D-Coffeyville
of child support payments aren’tbeing The center processes about 300,000n other action Thursday, membe
processed correctly. payments each month, meaning befthe Senate Natural Resources Colf

Tier Technologies Inc., a privatdween 6,000 and 9,000 aren’t beingnittee said the state doesn’t have
contractor, has processed child suppdrandled in a routine manner. appease federal officials on watg
payments for SRS at the Kansas Pay-‘We think the Payment Center ipolicy thankstoarecentU.S. Suprenje
ment Center in Topeka since Sept. 2@orking correctly,” she said. “We stillCourt ruling.

SRS acknowledged a processing badkave a few problems, but that’s the Also, the state’s chief utility watch-
log in October. nature of the program.” dog told the Senate Utilities Commit}

Legislators say they continue to get Schalansky said she remains cotee said the Kansas Corporation Com-
calls from constituents whose checleerned about the small percentage noission isn’t reviewing natural ga

;

arrive late or not at all. routinely processed. contracts closely enough.
STUDY, from Page 1 added that if districts merge, it will cosing a further decline in population that Hl:l['!-‘ g i

money to build new facilities for extravould hurt Winona’s economy.

gestion, kind of a nudge, but not ahodies and to transport students hun-“The school is the focal point of g ——t
absolute dictum because they’ll meetreds of miles each day. city,” he said, adding that cities with m-’-—' ""?I%_._\;a :
with a lot of resistance.” Spencer said he hopes lawmakecsosed schools, such as Edson o el M

There’s no logical reason to merg@ake up their minds quickly abouKanorado and Gem, have dwindle
districts, Garner said, because it worithether to take action this year or noaway to near nothing.
improve education or save the state or*They need to make a decision fast Garner said losing the school coul
local governments money. as to whether they will pursue it thikill Brewster.

“If they consolidate are they going/ear,” he said. “Itwillhelp smallerdis- There is a telephone company i

to have better schools? Research sdgists plan.” town and two grain elevators, he said I I
no,” he said. “Will it save money? His- Spencer said consolidation means et the school is the largest employe a u ra gas p r I CeS CO n I n ue O C I | I I

p|aro|d Gillihan, an employee of Peoples Natural Gas in Goodland, demonstrated Friday morning how he
reads a gas meter using a hand-held meter reader in front of Bauman’s Norwest Recreation in Goodland.
ustomers are experiencing high natural gas prices this winter. Photo by Janet Craft/The Goodland Daily News

tory says no.” and the rest of the district’s staff wilin the district.
It's proven, Garner said, that smalldpe out of jobs. Many teachers and staff“There goes $750,000 to $800,00EAS, from Page 1 per 1,000 cubic feet, he said. Last JanBtreamLine that allows customer.
schools have higher test scores. Heould move outof town, he said, causn income,” he said. ary, it cost $2 per 1,000 cubic feet. pay the same amount for energy e:

said, natural gas providers are able toUtiliCorp says they don’t benefitmonth, regardless of the weather o

1 - - set the price, knowing people have rfsom the high prices, as they pass tloistomer’s usage pattern.

I nto n apo Og IzeS O r eat S I n KO rea choice but to buy. wholesale cost of gas onto customersin addition, he said, they are tak
He said he expects that once frestithout a markup. These are thactions to increase funds for ene
WASHINGTON (AP) —Again of-  Some survivors and family memevening. supplies come into the market, pricegholesale prices they pay for gas supssistance and low-income weat

fering his regrets to the people of Southers denounced the Army’s finding as “I certainly told the investigators |Will level off, but gas from the newplies to deliver to customers.  ization. _
Korea, President Clinton said Fridag “whitewash.” Clinton said he spe-didn’t want the investigation white-wells could take 18 to 24 months to To help customers, Minter said, the December has been the high
the United States has “done our best tifically ordered against that. He alswashed,” Clinton said. “We did ourreach customers. ~ company buys gas from hundreds gfriced month for gas, Minter sa
do the right thing” in the No Gun Risaid he discussed the report with Pregiest to find out what happened, and toUtiliCorp doesn’tknow when pricessuppliers, allowing them to obtairwhen prices hit $10 on the market
incident. He insisted the Army has natent Kim Dae-jung on Thursdaydetermine the facts as best we coul@night go down, and they can’t predigtompetitive prices, which results in The two-month period of Novemt

“whitewashed” its conclusion that the market, Minter said. But, he saidnore reasonable prices for the custorand Dhecemberwgr]? tW(r)] ofth_g col
American soldiers were not ordered t they don’t anticipate the price stayingrs. months on record for the mid-col
kill civilians at No Gun Ri. H e I p to CO n Se rve e n e rg y as high in the summer, when demandHe said they offer payment arrangeent, which includes Kansas, he s
Clinton still did not offer an apol- for natural gas goes down. ments for customers who are experi- He said a lot of what we're seein
ogy, as No Gun Ri survivors and famSAVING, from Page 1 furnace to ensure itis adjusted properly Minter said natural gas costs starteghcing financial hardships and thhistorically high prices and historice
ily members had hoped, and told re= and operating at peak efficiency.  toincrease in April 2000, but customeompany has a payment plan callembld temperatures for two months
porters he believes the regrets he exdring the day. This will allow you to + Consider installing a high effi-ers didn’t see an increase until cold
tended are sufficient. use energy only when you need it. ciency, two-stage furnace. The benefiggeather came and they needed to h@s4lE Walt Disney’s 258 Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!
“I don'tthink there’s any difference < If you have a fireplace, close thénclude increased efficiency and #eir homes or businesses. The Emperor’s sk °§ & | Fri.&Sat. 7:00 & 9:00 + Sun 1:30 & 7:00
in the two words,” Clinton said. “Theydamper when you aren’t using the firenore consistent airflow, resulting in a He said customers can expect to spe New Groove % 3 ;a; g Mon.-Thurs. 7:00
both mean we are profoundly sorry fgplace to prevent heat from escaping upore comfortable home. as muchasa75 percentincreasein fhe © ESLEP IMI
what happened and things happenéte chimney. — Information provided by supply portion of their energy bill. $2.50 Sun. matinee & Tues. S EF 20 ”“;T - ;“°:E ”"7"“,
which were wrong.” * Have a professional check youdtiliCorp United The current costof gasis close to § == Jww.goocancnet commovies
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Ready to explore ..~z We can connect

S you tonight...
oftheWeb? =% "8 not next week!

What do you have to do? o _ ‘
nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We b _ ; Infinite variety on the ‘Net

offer reliable service, fast modems and full access to . ~ There’s a whole new world waiting out there.

the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one - Whatever you’re interested in, the Internet, with its

package for one low monthly fee*. We have reliable ' millions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time of

customer service from to help you get connected, and plenty of lines day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,

to take your calls. We are the local Internet Service Provider with someone has put it on the Internet.

people who can answer your questions. In most cases, you can be Use it for business. Use it for school. Use

hooked up today. We have the latest, fastest modems, and plenty of it for pleasure. Use it just to find out what’s

lines to answer your call. (We try to keep our customer ratio at 8 to 1.) out there. Pick a topic and search the entire

World Wide Web for it ... in just seconds.

*Special rate offer E-mail for fun and profit

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive. 2
give you a month free service and no set-up fee ($19.96 per Z&Rﬂgsﬁmeiu;ﬁ" yﬂ‘;rzairr‘] S{flr;d and e
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198 g yw : _""-:——_44';’%

E ‘g : |

world . . . for no charge...once you
($16'50 per month average). have an Internet connection | F 4
53 :‘:I,.I ‘/{:‘::’{;"//’ —

/nwkansas.com

Local Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* « Friendly People to Help

The Goodland Daily News» 1205 Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785 899-2

*In most cases; we’ll try anyway.




