4 The Goodland Daily News / Tuesday, January 30, 2001

Piled deep and wide

City crews pile snow into the middle of streets and eventually haul
it off to city property. This pile is down the center of Main between
12th and 13th streets. Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News
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Snowfall Iin January exceeds last year
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week, and moreis expected for Mon-
day.

Thiswinter isalready snowier than
thepast two, Boylesaid, andthesnowi-
est monthsare still to come.

More than 20 inches of snow has
fallen sofar thisseason, hesaid, com-
paredwith19.7for al of lastwinter. He
saidtheaveragesnowfall in Goodland
is about 37 inches, but the past few
years have been abnormally dry.

This winter has also been colder,

County to talk about
supplemental insurance

The Sherman County commission-
ers are scheduled to meet with an in-
surance representative to talk about
supplemental insurance for county
employees at Wednesday’s county
commission meeting.

Kelley Milliken, arepresentativeof
AFLAC, will discuss details of the
plan.

EvelynWard, president of the Sher-
man County Historical Society, will
updatethecommissionersonwhat the
society has been done in the last year
and discussitsbudget. Sincecommis-
sionersKevinRasureandMitchTiede
were recently elected, thiswill help
them understandwhat isgoing onwith
the society.

In other business, commissioners
areto:

* Appoint members to the board of
the Sherman County Convention and
VisitorsBureau. Thisdecisionistobe
based onalist of recommended mem-
berswith at least six of 10 being from

the motel business.

* Go over acontract for removal of
metal from the county landfill.

* Discuss the annual salary resolu-
tion for county employees that was
delayed from the last meeting so they
could see if any of the salary ranges
need to be changed.

* Renew thefireextinguisher main-
tenance agreement.

* Finalize details of farm leases on
county land. The commissioners de-
cidedthey wanttolook at changingthe
|easestoacash basisrather thanacrop
sharebasisasitisnow. Thematter was
tabled from their last meeting.

» Appoint a member to the Area
Agency on Aging board to replace
CharlesWhelen, who resigned.

* Go into closed session to discuss
personnel andreview employeeevalu-
ations.

Thecommissionwill meet at 8a.m.
Wednesday in the commissioner’s
room at the courthouse.

Committee renews lottery

TOPEKA (AP) — Efforts to keep
the Kansas Lottery alive cleared a
major hurdle when a House commit-
tee recommended passage of a bill to
renew the gamesfor six years.

The11-8voteMonday by theHouse
Federal and State Affairs Committee
cameafter it cut the proposed renewal
toJduly 1,2008, rather thanJuly 1, 2012,
asproposed intheoriginal bill.

Unless renewed, the lottery, ap-
proved by voters 1986, will cease to
existon July 1, 2002.

Lawmakerssay they needtoact this
year becausethe agency would need a

yeartopay off expensesand shutdown

operations.

“Peopledidn’tfeel comfortablewith
alonger period of time. We need to
continue to monitor the lottery on a
regular basis,” Chairman DougMays,
R-Topeka, said after thevote.

Mayssaid the Houselikely will de-
batethebill thisweek. Hepredicted it
would pass by anarrow margin, asit
did when the lottery was renewed in
1990 and againin 1995.

A major reasonfor renewingthelot-
tery isthemoney it bringsto the state.
The lottery is expected to raise $60
millionforthe2002 budget year, which
beginsJuly 1.

Boyle said, bringing the coldest No-
vember onrecord and aDecember that
wasthree degreescolder thanthosein
the past.

Wolak said the mild winters have
gotten people used to having clear
streets.

“Itusedto benobigthing,” hesaid,
“but peoplehavegotten out of thehabit
of driving on snowy streets.”

That meansmorecomplaintsfor the
city.

“Citizens call to tell us about slick
spots,” Wolak said. “That’s good be-
causewecan't beeverywhere. We ap-
preciate citizens' patience. We know
it'sanuisance.”

After it snowed most of theday Sat-
urday, hesaid, workersstarted clearing
roads at 6 am. Sunday, and were out
at 5 am. Monday morning moving

snow around.

With harsh weather continuing to-
day, Wolak said, it could be awhile
before the snow on streetsis cleareg
away.

He said acold, snowy winter is not
only hard on drivers, but isexpensive
for thecity.

“It costs money to move snow,” he
said. “Personnel, equipment, fuel,
overtime.”

Wolak added that even when the
snow isgone, thebad weather will con-
tinueto annoy drivers.

“Thistypeof weather createsaprob-
lem for the streets,” Wolak said. “It
deterioratestheroad. Citizenswill see
more potholes come spring.”

That meansmorecomplaintsfor the
crew. But Wolak saidhedoesn’t mind.

“It'spart of thejob,” he said.

How turf handles winter
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Kansas turf gr-
asses have been
spoiled in recent
yearswiththerela-
tively mildwinters
we've experi-

dana belshe

ag notebook

enced. The effects
of very cold tem-
peratures on turfgrass have thus been
lessof aconcerntousuntil thisfall and
winter, when Mother Nature has
shown areal ornery streak.

Thereisgood newsandbad newsfor
turfgrass with the conditions we've
had. The good newsisthat wedid not
immediately progress from mild fall
temperatures to very cold tempera-
tures. Becauseof this, turf grasses(par-
ticularly warm-season grasses) have
had achancetoslowtheir growth, send
critical resourcestostoragetissueslike
rootsor rhizomes, and generally accli-
mate to cold conditions. While this
acclimationbuffersturf grassesagainst
sudden snaps of very cold tempera-
tures, sustained coldlikewehadinDe-
cember can still damage turfgrass
plants. Therearetwo means by which
this can happen.

Absolute minimum temperatures
canaffectturf grassesby causing freez-
ing of liquid within plant tissues. In
response to freezing conditions,
turfgrassplantswill localizeiceforma-
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tionto spacesbetween cell stokeepthe
cell contents from freezing up. Sus-
tained cold can overpower thisdefense
and, if ice forms within plant cells,
death isimminent. A second conse-
guenceof winter coldthatisareal con-
cernfor turf grassesiswinter desicca
tion. Thiscomesfrom continual | osses
of water during winter conditionsand
can be seriousif dry or windy condi-
tionsprevail. Whilewehad conditions
recently to promotewinter damage, the
presence of snow cover served as an
effective insulator to both absolute
cold and desiccation. Snow creates &
physical buffer to cold and tempera-
turescan actually remain abovefreez-
ing under the snow due to turfgrass
metabolic activity.

Thebottom linefor usisthat snow-
fall which precedes a sustained colc
snap should minimize any potential
winter injury occurring in our turf
grassesand helpmoisturizethesoil and
therefore help avoid further winter
desiccationinjury.
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