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weather
report

at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 5:14 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:46 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 5:15 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 36 degrees
+ Humidity 88 percent
* Sky cloudy
+ Winds north 20 mph
* Barometer 29.94 inches

and fallling

* Record High 76° (1943)
» Record Low -22° (1936)

Last 24 Hours*

High 52°
Low 24°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Blustery, 80 percent
chance of snow, low 10, north wind
15-20 mph. Tomorrow: Mostly
cloudy, 20 percent chance of snow,
high 20-25, low 0-5, north wind 10-
20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: dry, high mid 30s to
lower 40s, low 10-20.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

UEIGS

Noon
Wheat — $2.74 bushel
Posted county price — $2.64
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.89 bushel
Posted county price — $1.86
Loan deficiency pmt. — 13¢
Milo — $3.04 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.99 bushel
Posted county price — $4.02
Loan deficiency payment — 88¢
Millet — $8.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $6.10 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.51
Confection current — $15/$7 cwit.
Pinto beans — $14
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Frontier
Equity Co-op and 21st Century Bean.
These may not be closing figures. )
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Shuttle carries
lab into space

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
Space shuttle Atlantis and its
cargo, a hillion-dollar science
laboratory, chased after theinter-
national spacestationearly Thurs-
day following aspectacul ar sunset
launch.

“We wish you luck as you de-
liver the heart and soul of thein-
ternational space station — and
have fun,” launch director Mike
LeinbachtoldAtlantis astronauts.

Thesettingsunandarising full
moon made for a dramatic send-
off Wednesday of NASA's $1.4
billion Destiny |aboratory module,
the most expensive piece of the
space station. Atlantis’ exhaust
trail wastransformed into abeau-
tiful gold and peach, and cast a
rainbow-likeshadow that seemed
tostretch all theway tothemaoon.

“Awesome,” said senior space
station scientist Roger Crouch.

Parking
formula
delayed

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland City Commission
decided Monday to put off talking
about parking regulations for big ve-
hicles, likesemi-tractor trailersandrec-
reational vehicles, until itsfirst meet-
inginMarch.

Commissionerssaid they wanted to
review existing ordinances and talk
with the public before making a deci-
sion.

At aprevious meeting, the commis-
sioners heard that the city has three
parkingordinancesthat contradict each
other and are causing problemsfor the
police asthey try to enforcetherules.

One says no one can park atruck-
tractor or semitrailer in aresidential
area for more than two hours a day.
Another limits parking to one hour a
day anywherein the city, and a third,
included in the state uniform traffic
code, saysnoonecanever park trailers
or farm machinery on city streets.

The commissioners asked City At-
torney Perry Warren to combine the
best aspectsof thethreeordinancesinto
one and to set rulesfor the parking of
boat trailersand recreational vehicles.
At this week’s regular meeting, the
commissionerssaid they were not sat-
isfiedwiththeproposed ordinance, but
couldn’t decide how to makeit right.

The commissioners said they get
complaints from citizens about recre-
ational vehicles and trailers being
parked in the same spot on a street for
days, weeks or months and they want
to stop that. However, they said, too
strictly limiting parking timefor trail-
ers and recreational vehicles could
prove unfair to hunters, tourists and
Mmovers.

Police Chief Ray Smee said the city
can’'t make exceptions for out-of-
towners.

“You haveto allow localsto do the
samething,” hesaid.“Youcan'tdiffer-
entiate.”

Smeesaidtheway theordinancesare
writtennow makesitamostimpossible
to enforce any kind of parking regula-

See PARKING, Page 7

Youth art
on display

Appreciating art through young eyes
N T

_F

Third grade students from Central
Schoolwalkedtothe CarnegieArts
Center Wednesday afternoon to

at North School.

look at artwork done by elementary
students which is on display this
month. Jessica Lake, Alyssa
Brady and Eric Ross (above, leftto
right) from Marilyn Sowers’ class
looked at glass and beaded fruit
thatis for sale at the center. Angie
Hillmer (right) from Lori Lalicker’s
class looked at pictures of
snowmen made by kindergartners

Photos by Janet Craft/
The Goodland Daily News
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People want to keep K-27 open during WOrk

By Janet Craft
The Goodland Daily News

Sherman County commissioners
said they received a petition at last
week’s meeting from citizens against
the closing of K-27 whileit is rebuilt
this summer, when they met Tuesday.

Itdoesn’tlook likethereismuchthey
candotochangethings, however, since
the highway job goesto bid next week
and the state saysit’s way too late to
changeplans.

TheKansasDepartment of Transpor-
tation has scheduled repairs on the
highway fromtheintersection of Busi-
ness U.S. 24 north to the Cheyenne
County line, startinginApril. Theciti-
zenswant onelaneof the highway kept
openwhiletherepairsare being made,
commissioners said at their meeting
thisweek.

Rasure said the problem is that the
highway is being torn up and not just
resurfaced. Commissioner Chuck
Frankenfeld said he had contacted the
department about the petition.

Frankenfeld said this issue was
brought up in 1998. At that time, he,
Commissioner Gary Townsend, and
Curt Way, county road and bridge su-
pervisor, wentto Nortontotalk tostate
engineers, along with someone from
the city and the Goodland Chamber of
Commerce office.

The commissioner said the depart-
ment officials said they couldn’t keep
theroad openbecauseitwould cost way
toomuch. The* official” detour will be
on K-25 through Atwood and Colby;,
though county roads east and west of
thehighway will bebeefeduptohandle
local traffic.

“WEe've tried everything we can,”

Frankenfeld said.

There will be alocal access route
west of Goodland, on county roads,
whichthestatewill pay to have beefed
up some. More than two years ago,
commissioners turned down a state
plan to pave adetour on county roads,
endinginEdson. They saidgradingand
preparation requiredintheplanwould
have cost the county too much, al-
though the statewaswilling to pay for
the paving.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said the
transportation department is to take
bidsonthejob nextweek, on Thursday,
Feb. 15.

“I think the tentative start date is
April,” headded.

The commissionersdiscussed sign-
ing an agreement between Sherman
and Sedgwick countiesto make mort-
gage credit certificates available to
county residents. By signingtheagree-
ment, the commissionerswill provide
residentsan opportunity to participate
in aMortgage Savers program which
offersfirst-timehomeownersal5to020
percent tax credit ontheir annual home
mortgage interest on their federal tax
returns.

After calling Ranson Housing,
whichisthecomplianceagent for Kan-
sasinthisyear’sK ansasM ortgage Sav-
ers program to ask a few questions,
commissionerspassedamotiontosign
the agreement.

The commissioners asked County
Attorney Bonnie Selby what her rec-
ommendation was on arequest from
Trego County for a$1,000 membership
feefor the juvenile detention center at
WakK eeney.

Selby said with the number of juve-

nilesfrom the county who aretakento
detention, themembershipwould save
the county money. It costs $150 aday
tokeepajuveniletherewithamember-
ship and $250 aday without one.

Frankenfeld askedif thiswasrenew-
able, and Selby saidit was. A motionto
approvethefeecarried.

Daryl West, county noxious weed
supervisor, met with the commission-
ersto discussan annual noxiousweed
reporttobesentto Topekaand get their
signatures.

West said the report showsthe bud-

Senate cuts

TOPEKA (AP)— Senatorsworking
on the state budget hope to pressure
other legidlatorsto correct problemsin
the new center that processesall child
support paymentsin Kansas.

TheWaysand MeansCommitteeon
Wednesday endorsed a $1.76 billion
budget for the Department of Social
and Rehabilitation Services without
including money for the Kansas Pay-
ment Center.

The L egidlature has never endorsed
creation of the center, whichwent into
operation last September.

Instead, SRS cited authority from a
state Supreme Court order to establish
thecenter, whichreplaced acounty-by-
county child support system. Officials
saidthecentralized systemwasneeded
to comply with federal law and that its
loss could cost Kansas about $36.9
millioninfederal fundsayear.

“| think the purposeful decisionis
what I'd like to see the Legislature

get, expenses and income, along with
chemical disbursementsfortheyear for
thedepartment. It also stateshewill be
the noxious weed supervisor for this
year. The report includes information
for West to compl ete on the amount of
noxiousweedsinthecounty. Thestate
department selects 10 sectionsof land
in the county to be inspected by West
for noxiousweeds. Thereportisdueby
Feb. 15, hesaid.

“So, they randomly select the sec-
tions to be inspected?’ Frankenfeld
asked.

“Yes, itisdone by computer,” West
replied.

“Do the weeds get more difficult to
eradicate?’ Rasure asked.

West said yes and that some people
don’t want to do anything about the
weedson privateland.

“1’mgoingtohaveto crack downon
them,” he said. “The only tough part
about that isgetting paid for it.”

West said he can hire aspray appli-
cator to kill weedson privateland, but

See COUNTY, Page 7

payment center money

make,” said Sen. Tim Huelskamp, R-
Fowler, who proposed delaying adeci-
sionon money for the payment center.

The Senate and House Judiciary
Committeeshaveheld hearingsonthe
payment center but sofar havemadeno
recommendationsabout itsoperations

A California company, Tier Tech-
nologiesInc., hasthecontracttorunthe
center under SRS supervision.

Besidesinitial difficultiesprocessing
checks, legislators continue to hear
complaintsfrom parentsthat child sup-
port checksarrivelate.

SRS Secretary Janet Schalansky said
inearly January that upto 3 percent, or
about 9,000 checks a month, weren't
processed routinely. Shehassincetes-
tifiedthenumber continuesto decresase.

In theory, if the Legislature doesn’t
recommend funding for the center,
counties would resume processing
child support checks.

Schalansky said changing the pro-

cessing system again would just cause
more confusion and potentially more
delays.

“We just need to continue to work
and demonstratethat the payment cen-
terisworkingbeforetheend of theses-
sion,” shesaidafter Wednesday’ smeet-
ing.

Neither the House nor the Senate
Judiciary Committee is considering &
bill that would legitimize the center’s
operations.

House Chairman Mike O’ Neal, R-
Hutchinson, said hewas still awaiting
evidence that the center is getting the
job done.

“I want the pressure on SRS,”
O’Neal said. “| want to see SRS and
Tier Technol ogiesscrambling to make
the casefor continuing to run the sys-
temtheway itis.”

The Ways and Means Committee
still canrecommend the center’ sfund-
ing at the end of the session.




