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commentary

from other pens...

Conservatives reminded
power can be fleeting

By Will Lester

Associlated Press Writer

ARLINGTON, Va.— Conservativeactivistsat their winter meeting
werereveling in the Republicans newfound authority in Washington
eventalking about how great it felt to be“ America’ smajority party.”

But othersreminded the Republicansthey really aren’t themajority
inthiscountry becauseAl Gore, the Democratic presidential nominee,
and Ral ph Nader, the Green Party candidate, combinedtoget morethan
3 million votes more than eventual winner GeorgeW. Bush.

Asfor holding onto power, “You can’'t doit long if you' reaminor-
ity,” veteran consultant Don Devinetold the conservatives. “Wehave
to be concerned about building amajority.”

Several at the meeting said the best way to do that wasto reinvigo-
ratetheconservativebase, whichthey saidwasneglectedin2000when
both major candidatesfocused heavily on swing voters.

Jim Gilmore, Virginia governor and chairman of the Republican
National Committee, pointed to the Republican-held White House,
GOP dominancein both houses of Congressand thefact Republicans
hold more governors’ mansionsthan do Democrats.

“WEe're clearly America smajority party,” Gilmoresaid.

But he acknowledged the close political split in the nation, saying,
“the challengewefaceisprofound.”

The conservatives questioned whether Bush’s proposed new pro-
grams on education, hel ping church groups aid the poor and prescrip-
tion drugs would fire up the GOP's conservative base. There's more
talk about the size of tax cutslately than Republican talk about shut-
ting down programs and departments.

Passageof atax cutiscrucial tokeepingtheeconomy strong, several
said. They said astrong economy isthe key to holding power.

“If that size tax cut doesn’t pass, the economy isgoing to gointo a
tailspin and we' regoing to get blamed for it,” Devine said.

“We haveto hold Republicans' feet tothefire,” said Steve Moore, a
conservative activist and writer. “1’ m aready seeing someretreatson
thetax cut I’ m getting nervous about.”

“Bushranagreat campaign,” hesaid, “ but hedid not talk about mak-
ing government smaller.”

Evenif theactivistswantedto hear morehardlinetalk fromtheWhite
House, they were pleased with Bush’'sfast start and political skills.

“When hebeganthecampaign, therewasagreat deal of skepticism,”
said DavidA. Keene, chairman of the American Conservative Union,
main sponsor of the conference, which attracted about 3,000 activists.

“Hejust found adifferent way of saying the samething.”

Bush hasshown “how easy itisto hornswoggleliberals,” saidAnne
Coulter, anauthor and political commentator. “ All you havetodoisgo
around calling yourself nice. Hejust treatsliberalslike small children
having nightmares. Darnif it didn't work.”

Attheopeningtheconference, K eenewasaskedif conservativesare
concerned about hol ding the Senate as some of itslongtime conserva-
tivesenatorslike Strom Thurmond of South Carolinaand JesseHelms
of North Carolina get older. Both Carolinas have Democratic gover-
norswho could appoint replacementsfrom their own party to the Sen-
atethat isnow split 50-50 between the two parties.

“StromThurmondisimmortal,” Keenesaid of the 98-year-old sena-
tor. “He'll bearound long after we aregone.”

Helms appeared at the conference later and said he was generally
feeling healthy despite his difficulties walking. He dismissed recent
reportshe had cancer asuntrue, saying heisnot | eaving anytime soon.

Several conservativessaidformer President Clinton hel ped thecon-
servative cause by uniting them as never before.

“Wemademoreprogressduringtheeight Clintonyears,” ssidMaoore,
“than wedid during PapaBush’sterm.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspolling and politicsfor The
Associated Press.
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Valentines Day can bring ‘love-shock’

I don’t know about you, but I’ ve been wonder-
ing if people are in “love-shock” now that
Vaentine'sDay isover.

Did anyone overdose on love (or candy)? Did
all those financial expressions of love really
changeanyonefor thebetter?I sincerely hopethe
answer isyesto those questions— except for the
one about candy.

Expressing loveisagood thing. Thinking that
you only haveto do it when social occasionsde-
mand it isnot agood thing.

A lot of thingsin life have both good and bad
sides, butit’shardtofindanythingwrongwithreal
love.

MitchAlbominTuesday’sWithMorrietellsthis
story: “(Lifeis) atension of opposites, likeapull
onarubber band. And most of uslivesomewhere
inthemiddle.”

“Soundslikeawrestlingmatch,” | say, “ awres-
tling match.”

He laughs. “Yes, you could describe life that

Power wWoes

When| stop by my local coffee shop on my way
to work these days, the talk is about California’s
PacificGas& ElectricCo. (PG&E) bills. Theusua
$165 bill has jumped to $280, one woman says.
Another saysher bill for thelast threemonthswas
$4,500, probably because sheleft her pool heater
on. Onemanrailsagainst PG& E’ sbackroomdedls.
Another saysthe problem is Enron and the other
energy wholesalers, aswell asour stupid govern-
ment.

Fingersareswivelingfromonecul prittoanother
faster than weather vanesin a storm. Yet in our
justified hasteto assign blame and find solutions,
wetend to overlook theroot of the problem.

Us.

North Americans make up 7 percent of the
world’s population. But we use 33 percent of the
world’snuclear, hydroel ectricand other renewable
energy, 32 percent of theworld's natural gas, 30
percent of the oil and 25 percent of the coal.

Yetit'sstill not enough.

Asoutrageousasour energy billsmight be, they
oughttoserveasawake-upcall. Weuseway more
than our shareof Earth’ senergy. Weuseway more
than our share of thisgeneration’senergy.

Didyouguysmissme, sincel haven't writtena

» | lorna
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way.
“So which sidewins,” | ask? “Which side
wins?’

He smiles at me. “Love wins. Love always
wins.”

Of coursemany peopl ehavewrong expectations
about love. | offer you this story by an unknown
author:

Even romance can (seem) wrong sometimes.

A young couple got married and left on their
honeymoon. Whenthey got back, thebrideimme-
diately called her mother.

“Well, how was the honeymoon?’ asked the

are punishment

We're global gluttons going back for seconds
and thirds.

Despitepublic-service campaignsand periodic
the-sky-is-fallingwarnings, weleavethelightson
by thefront door al night. Wekeepthewater heater
on full blast when we're away on vacation. We
havemultipletelevisions, plusV CRs, computers,
video games, answering machines, dishwashers,
washers and dryers, microwaves, gas fireplaces,
heated pools, not to mention gas-gulping SUVs.

| have been as guilty as anyone. We take our
conveniences for granted, as though it were our
divineright to have CNN murmuring onthetele-
visioninthebackground andthe CD player hum-
ming Santana and the computer delivering Dow
Jonesupdatesasthecoffee-maker keepsour decaf
hot for hours.

| won't be editor for the day

column for awhile? Well, | hope you didn’t too
much. But they (some of the newspaper employ-
ees) werebuggingmesomuch| practically hadto
writethiscolumn, that is.

HereitisThursday Feb. 8, and |’ mout of school
because of the weather. That’snot so bad, but it’s
my birthday.

Mom stayed uplast night bakingmeacake, dap-
ping on pink frosting and putting red heart deco-
rations on top. When they said they were cancel-
ing school for GoodlandU.S.D. 352, | got somad.
| then had to comewith my momto her job. | took
aseat at Rachel’sdesk and started reading. | found
some other thingstointerest me and did them.

Since Rachel was gone Thursday, everybody
started saying “ You could be editor for theday.” |
didn’t have acluewhat to do, so | said “no.” Be-
sidesif | was editor | would have to do the front
page and then I’d really messit up. Everybody
would probably hatemeforit. My decisionswere
quickly made.

Afteralittlebit they all found out somehow that
itwasmy birthday. My mom saidyou shouldwalk
down to Carol Lee's Doughnuts. Then we could
celebrate my birthday with doughnutsright here
at the office. | said “No, | don't want to.” It was
only becauseitwasfreezingoutsideanditwasvery
dlipperyinsomeplaces. | didn’twanttowalk down
the sidewalk, fall on my butt and have everyone
looking at me. That would be humiliating. Fortu-
nately, Doug said hewould go get the doughnuts,
instead of me.

Today isFriday Feb. 9.1’ mstill out of school and
writing this column. We get afour day break.
Awesome! Anyway it was pretty much the same
routinetoday. Tomasked meif | had started doing

thefront page.

Didn’'t you guyshear me? Obviously not. | said
yesterday that | wasn't goingtodoit. If anyone of
you customersget apaper that haswacky headlines
and crooked pictures, thenyou'’ || know that some-
body with very little experience didit.

You'll know itwasprobably mebecausethey’ ve
been bugging me about doing it. But you'll prob-
ably haveapretty decent paper today becausel’m
goingtobeplayinggamesonthelnternet. Andthey
can’'t make me do anything | don’t want to.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages
and welcomes |etters from readers. Letters
should betypewritten if possible, and should
include a telephone number and, most im-
portantly, asignature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be re-
jected, as will letters deemed to be of no
public interest or considered offensive. We
reserve the right to edit letters for length
and good taste. We encourage letters, with
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <daily@-
nwkansas.com>.

mother.

“Oh, mama,” shereplied, “the honeymoon was
wonderful! Soromantic....”

Suddenly she burst out crying. “But, mama, as
soon as we returned, Sam started using the most
horrible language. He's been saying things |’ ve
never heard before! All these awful four-letter
words! You’ve got to come get me and take me
home... please, mamal”

“Sarah, Sarah,” her mother said, “cam down!
Tell me, what could be so awful ?What four-letter
words has he been using?’

“Pleasedon’t makemetell you, mama,” weptthe
daughter, “1’m so embarrassed! They’re just too
awful! You’ve got to come get me and take me
home... please, mamal”

“Darling, baby, you must tell me what has you
so upset .... Tell your mother these horrible four-
letter words!”

Still sobbing, the bride replied, “Oh, mama....
wordslikedust, wash, iron and cook ...."

for gluttons

Andthoughour gasbillshaveskyrocketed, we're
still protected fromrealistic el ectricity costsby the
government’s cap on PG& E's rates. (Electricity
demandin Californiarose 7 percent last year.)

“1f you move about (San Francisco) on aweek-
end,” Sen. DianneFeinstein, D-Calif., said theother
day, “thereisnodifference(frombeforethecrisis).
Thelightsare on all over — outdoor lighting, ev-
erything. In a strict deregulated system, the rates
would cause peopleto conserve. Absent that, there
isnoincentiveto conserve.”

How highwill priceshavetogobeforewechange
our lifestyles? That was the question the Automo-
bileA ssociation of Americaasked motoristswher
the price of gasbegan to climb last summer. About
half said gaspricesbetween $1.75and $1.90would
get them to stick closer to home. When we passed
those threshol dsin most places, peoplestill didn't
alter their travel plans, AAA reported.

How high will prices haveto go beforewereal-
izewehavewillingly put ourselvesat themercy of
theutility companiesand thewholesal esuppliers?
By cutting back, we not only do theright thing for
the environment, we undercut the power of PG& E
to break our banks.

Thisisthebottom line: Wegive up afew conve-
niencesinordertolower thedemandfor energy and
thusdrive down prices.

Or wecan just pay the high prices, complaining
that the greed-heads at PG& E and Enron and in
Sacramento can’t get their priorities straight.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her in care of this
newspaper, or send her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.
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