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commentary

from other pens...

Tax, spend debate has
trillions in the balance

Thetax-and-spend debate, in Washington andin Topeka, hasan ele-
ment of the unreal about it.

InCongress, they aretalking serioudly about atrillion-dollar tax cut,
|essthanwhat the president wants, but al ot morethan seemed possible
just afew months ago. That sounds pretty good until you realize that
the nation expectsto havea$3 trillion surplus.

Democratswant to spend awhole bunch of that money, asmuch $2
trillion, for new programsand paying downthenational debt. Realisti-
cally, itlookslikethey might get to spend $1 trillion, with another tril-
lion going to pay off thedebt. Congresswill fight al year over how to
carvethe“new money” up, but everyonewantsto leave Social Secu-
rity untouched.

President Bush wantsto give at least $1.6 trillion back to taxpayers
who earned it. He wants an across-the-board cut aimed at promoting
economic growth by getting big taxpayers to invest in the economy
instead of payingtaxes. Democrats, asusual, wantto sock ittotherich.

Andasusual, thegreat middleclasswon’t seemuchdifferenceintheir
paychecks, an estimated $1,600 ayear. That isonly about $30 aweek,
but any cut would be better than anincrease.

Whichiswhat Kansastaxpayerscanexpectif theteachers unionand
school |obbiesget their way. A group of big-spending | egislatorswant
toraisethesalestax .6 of 1 percent over the next threeyears, earmark-
ingthemoney for schools. They wouldrai setheper-pupil basethestate
allowsschool districtsto spend by $90thisyear, rather than the$50the
governor has proposed.

Thetax increaseisgreatly unpopular, despitetheteachers' |obbying
power, andisunlikely to pass. Without anincrease, peopl eat the State-
house are talking about another “tight” budget year, with little new
money to be spent. Nonetheless, state spending probably will top $9
billion for the first time this year, according to a thoughtful piece by
John Hanna of theAssociated Press.

That pointsout thereality of government, stateand national, and that
isgrowth. Government growsyear inandyear out. It growsnot likethe
rest of the economy, according to what it produces, but just according
to how much pressurethereisto spend.

Andthatisthereal reasonwhy weneed tax cutsinour boomeconomy
— not to stimulate more growth in business, but to limit the growth of
government. Kansaswill topthe$9billionmark ina“tight” year, even
thoughtheL egislaturecutstaxesfour yearsinarow. Thisyear andlast,
there wasroom for growth even after the cuts. Without them, though,
spending would be much higher.

The sameistrue at the federal level. Unless we cut taxes and give
some of this money back to the people who own it, the spenders will
get ahold of it. Andit’snot their money; it'sours.

Good sense, common ethicsandfair play all demand that when gov-
ernment takesin more money thanit needs, it should giveit back. Not
just find new waysto spend.

And that’swhat should happen thisyear. — Seve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes | et-
ters from readers. Letters should be typewritten if possible,
and should include atelephone number and, most importantly,
asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form let-
terswill be rejected, aswill letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length and good taste. We encourage letters, with
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.
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I’ vealwayssaidyou couldn’tgoanywherewith-
out running into someone you know — or some-
one who knows someone you know.

Wewent tothe Col orado PressA ssociation con-

vention last weekend, the 20th straight year we [

haveattended the convention. Every year thereis
at least onesurprise.

This year, there was alawn and garden show
goingon at the Denver Convention Center, which
isjustsix blocksfromour hotel. Sincel didn’'thave
anything specia todoonFriday afternoon, afriend
and | headed for the show.

My friend Mary was off checking on landscap-
ingideasfor her new homewhilel wasaimlessly
wanderingaroundwhen| heardavoicebehindme.

“Boy, someonefrom TheOberlinHerald should
writeabout all this,” thewoman said.

| turnedaroundtoseel aVernand CarolynBurtis
from Oberlin standing behind me grinning like

crazy.
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Since Carolyn works across the street from our
office, | seeher amost every day. But not usualy
inthe middle of Denver.

| was, however, ready for her, since this sort of
thing has happened to me before.

“Thisiswhy youcan'tever haveanaffair,” | said.
“No matter where you go, someone will know
you.”

Asl finished thislittle speech, | noticed that a
womanstandingbehindtheBurtiseswasalittlebug
eyed. I'm not surewho shethought washaving an
affair, but it looked like she was planning to stay
around abit longer and find out, if she could.

out in the big city

these days

It turned out that the Burtises were at the show
onawhimalso. They had been passing throughand
decidedtoseewhat wasup, especially sinceLaVern
has been doing alot of landscaping at the Good
Samaritan Center, where heworks.

| didn’'t haveachancetotell them how Steve had
been interviewing a cute young ad salesman in &
town about an hour from wherewe lived in Colo-
rado once years ago. While they were sitting at a
restaurant eating and discussing the job, no fewer
thanthreefolksfromour littletownwalked by with
raised eyebrows.

| was the one doing the eyebrow bit one New
Year’sDay adozen or soyearsago when | stepped
off anelevatorin Denver and camefacetofacewith
apublisher | had known for years and the lady he
wasescorting. It wasearly morning, hedidn’'tlive
in Denver and the lady was not hiswife.

WEell, maybe he was just interviewing a new ad
salesman.

Motherhood Is expensive career choice

Mothers are the saintly caregivers whose self-
less virtues are praised by everyone from politi-
cianstopopes. Itissuchalofty position, withsuch
important responsibilities, that a mother’s sacri-
ficeistakenasagiven. Motherhood, weall know,
isitsown reward.

So for women to discuss money in relation to
motherly dutieswould be, well, crass. A mother’s
loveis priceless, aswe all agree. Frankly, any
woman who tries putting adollar value on moth-
erhood castssuspiciononher maternal credentials.

Thus, women rarely even think about the eco-
nomic cost of motherhood, much less talk about
it. Wedon'tdiscusshow wediminish our long-term
earning capacity by leaving theworkplacefor 10
or 15 years, earning lower salaries than women
withnochildrenand|osingout on Social Security
and pensionbenefits. Wedon't discusshow, inthe
year 2001, the income of the primary breadwin-
ner remainsthe exclusive property of the spouse
who earnsit. We don’t discuss how we are more
likely than men to be poor in old age or after adi-
vorce because we forfeited economic indepen-
dencefor “the most important job in theworld.”

In atimewhen childlesswomen earn nearly as
muchasmen, mothersstill lagfar behind. Thepay
gap between mothersand non-mothersunder age
35isnow wider thanthewagegap betweenyoung
men and women. Thisisthe unfinished business
of the women’s movement, says journalist Ann
Crittendonin her new book, “ The Price of Moth-
erhood: Why theM ost Important JobintheWorld
Is Still the Least Valued” (Metropolitan Books,
2001).

“One could say that motherhood is now the
singlegreatest obstacl el eftinthepathtoeconomic
equality for women,” Crittendon writes.

It'snot that wedidn’t know that motherhood cut
short or set back most of our careers. Weknew we
were making atrade-off. It was, asemployersal-
waysliketo point out, our choice. But | doubt most
of uscal culated theactual economicconsequences
of thetrade-off or questioned our responsibility to
bear the costsalone.

Crittendon, aformer New York Timesreporter,
doeshoth.

A couple with a combined annual income of
$81,500will lose$1.35millionif they haveachild.

Thelostincomeisprimarily inwagesforegone
by the primary caregiver. Thisbook doesn’t seek
recognition for what mothers do. It seeks remu-
neration. A mother’swork should be counted for
what itis: real |abor that benefitsthe economy by
providing thenext generati on of educated worker-
citizens. Mothers should have aright to the ben-
efits that other workers enjoy. They ought to be
entitled to half their family’sincome and assets.

Yetin47 of 50 states— Californiaisamongthe
three exceptions — mothers have no guaranteed
legal right to half the family’s assets. A married

Cheat-off crowd should be audited

Tothe Editor:

If the cheat-off crowd kept $80,000,000, re-
turned it on arotating 30-day basis, that’salot of
freeinterest! Itisaviolationof everyone'srightto
own and be secure in their property! Slavery of
those forced to seize thefeesisaviolation of the
Constitution, which forbids a state religion, hath
nogroundsfor mandatory unionsagainstanyone's
conscience.

Itisacrimetobelieve” U” canspendyour money
more profitably than the cheat-off crowd (who
can't survive on voluntary support!).

Taxingany animal morethanonceisunfair and
illegal; asisallowingthosetovotewhoknow they
would be exempt from paying tax (traders). Hath
no proven merit!

If they promoted beef in Japan (who bought beef
fromAustralia), what good doethit for thosewho
want to spendtheir advertisingonaniche(natural
or branded beef market)?

Thecheat-off crowd should beaudited and sub-
poenaed to show how many they haveinthenon-
compliance department, what it hath spent? How
many andwho they have persecuted, (Theconsti-
tution forbideth excessivefinesand cruel and un-
usua punishment.)

“Consider what | say: and the Lord give thee
understandinginall things.” |l Timothy 2:7.

Frank Sowers

Benkelman

from our
readers

® to the editor

Tothe Editor:

It was not the intention of the Goodland Arts
Council boardto singleout Evie Stout’ssignature
to appear on our letter supporting the arts which
appeared in last Thursday’s paper. Neither was it
our intention to indicate that Mrs. Stout had writ-
tentheletter. Her signaturewasoneof 39, includ-
ing those of the members of the board and other
friends of our community program.

Weappreciatethebroad base of interest and sup-
port we receive from the people of Goodland and
Sherman County.

We regret the misunderstanding created by the
presentation of our |etter.

GraciaMaricle

President, Goodland Arts Council

Editor’sNote: Thedecisiontoreducethelist of
nameswasmadeby TheDaily Newsintheinterest
of getting theletter into print, and was done with-
out the knowledge of the authors. We did not in-
tend to upset or dight any signatory, only to keep
theletter frombeing heldfor space, and so used the
first name which appeared.

mother isa“ dependent,” and adivorced mother is
“given” what ajudge decides sheand her children
“need.” Courtsinmany statesareallowedtoignore
thevalue of her caregiving, asif her work at home
counted lessthan ahusband' s paycheck.

In the United States, we view discrimination in
the workplace through the lens of gender. “But,”
sayshistorian Susan Pederson, whoisquotedinthe
book, “what’sreally going on isadisadvantaging
of mothersintheworkforce.”

Crittendon’s book breaks new ground in its de-
tailed analysis of how heavy an economic burden
weexpect motherstocarry. Butthetopicitselfisn't
new. The National Organization for Women ad-
dressed it at itsinaugural conferencein 1966. The
group’sfounding statement recogni zed that moth-
erstoo often“retirefromjobsor professionsfor 10
to 15 yearsto devotetheir full timeto raising chil-
dren only to re-enter the job market at arelatively
minor level.” More importantly, the NOW state-
ment questi oned the assumption that each woman,
rather than society asawhole, is supposed to bear
the full financia responsibility of raising achild.
Thirty-six yearslater, the assumption stands.

Thisisatopic in which both conservatives and
liberalsought tofind commonground. Real reform
inthecourtsandintheworkplacewould reducethe
economic risksfor thosewho chooseto stay home
and allow mothers who work the flexibility to be
responsi bleparentsand upwardly mobileemploy-
ees. |’ vegotjustthed ogan: Let’sput theval ueback
infamily values.

Joan Ryan isa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her in care of this
newspaper or send her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.
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