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Cowgirls win
sub-state opener

By Roxie Yonkey
The Goodland Daily News

Very littlewent right for theThomas
More Prep girls basketball team last
night. Their buswasrear-ended asthey
pulled off thel nterstateinto Goodland,
one of their playerswent down in the
third quarter with an ankle injury and
they lost bigto Goodland 52-35in sub-
state’s opening round.

But Goodland had afew problems
also. They hadn’t playedfor morethan
aweek, as their season-ender with
Nortonwascancel ed becauseof heavy
fog. The rust showed early. Cowgirls
opened 0-8 and 1-11 from the floor,
despite putting up many of their shots
from seven feet or closer. If not for
Jayci Stone’sscoring, they wouldhave
been shut out in thefirst quarter.

Neither team scored until 5:35inthe
first quarter. Finally, Stone got the
Cowgirls on the board with a free
throw, followed by alayup from Cody
Pettibone.

Helped by Cowgirl defensivebreak-
downs, theLady Monarchsscoredthe
next six pointstotakea6-3leadat 2:55
inthefirst quarter.

Then Stone took over. She scored
fromthefreethrow lineandtwicefrom
the baseline to give Goodland a 9-6
lead at first quarter’send.

The Monarchs didn't score again
until 1:03 leftinthehalf. By that time,
Goodland led 21-8.

Despite their rustiness, Cowgirl
coach ConnieLivengoodfelt her team
“got upanddownthefloorwell.” They

By The Associated Press

lowa State clinched its second

straight Big 12 championship as the

No. 8 Cyclones got 22 points from

Martin Rancik to beat Texas Tech 80-
63.

Thewinclinched at least atiefor the
title, but coach L arry Eustachy thought
it was a poor effort, especially in the
first half, and hisplayersagreed.

“We are too inconsistent,” Rancik
said.“1f wewant todowhat we' retry-
ingtodolater onintheseason, wecan't
belikethis. It'sgoing to catch up with
usand we're going to be upset.”

Elsewhere in the conference, Kan-
sas beat Kansas State 77-65; Okla-
homabeat Col orado 86-67; Oklahoma
Statebeat Baylor 71-69; and Nebraska
beat TexasA&M 97-69.

lowa State (24-4, 12-3Big 12) won
thetitleoutright last seasonand cando
it again by beating Nebraska at home
in its regular-season finale on Satur-
day.

TexasTech (9-17, 3-12) traded bas-
ketswith lowa State much of thefirst
half beforethe Cyclonesscored thefi-
nal 10 points of the half to open a 44-
34 lead.

lowa State then blew it open with a
19-4 second-half run and won for the
35th straight time at home.

Texas Techlost for the 10thtimein
11 games.

Drew Gooden scored 17 pointsand
had seven rebounds asNo. 10 Kansas
beat Kansas State 77-65 Wednesday
night for its 18th straight win on the
Wildcats’ home court.

“1 just tried to step up for my team,
making sure I’m knocking down my

also rebounded well, with a 43-33
margin over TMP.

“We're in the sub-state semifinals
now,” Livengood said. “It's a new
gameand anew focus.”

Cowgirls run their record to 14-6,
while Thomas More Prep’s season
endsat 0-20.

Stone led the Cowgirls with 18
points, fiverebounds, three stealsand
three assists. JaraMcKee scored nine
points and had three steals. Pettibone
scored eight points. Anny McCoy had
five points and eight rebounds. Erica
Mann and Lacey Brenner scored four
apiece, StevieLee Raymer two,
Kendra Brack and Danielle Hellerud
one each.

Ashley Coker led the Lady Mon-
archs with 12 points, the only team
member in double figures. All of her
points came in the second half. Lied
Wyett scored eight.

Sub-state semifinals will be held
Friday nightin Max JonesFieldhouse.
Cowgirls play thewinner of the Scott
City-Larned gameat 5p.m. Mountain
Time.

girls scores

By The Associated Press
Wednesday night
Atwood 69, Oberlin 57
Goodland 52, TMP-Marian 35
Hoxie55, Quinter 41
St. Francis 53, Hill City 44

shots,” said Gooden, who returned af-
ter missing fivegameswithahandin-
jury.

Gooden grabbed two key rebounds
and scored five pointsin a 90-second
stretch for Kansas (22-5, 11-4).

The near-capacity crowd was the
biggest of theyear for Kansas State (9-
17,3-12).

The streak has clearly become a
source of embarrassment for Kansas
State playersand fans.

“1 heard about it all week,” Kansas
State guard Larry Reid said. “It's an
important thing to us because we are
part of this tradition and this team.
Whenever we can get awin it’sgoing
tobegreat.”

No. 17 Oklahoma, playing for the
first time since point guard J.R.
Raymond wasdismissed for breaking
ateam rule, broke openthegamewith
a big second-half run and beat Colo-
rado 86-67.

Oklahoma (22-6, 11-4) led by only
one point at halftime, but used its de-
fenseto produceeasy basketsand beat
theBuffaloesfor the 19th straighttime
in Norman.

“Our wholeteam hadto accomplish
something, and that's everybody be
more aggressive and everybody do
morethanthey weredoing becausewe
lost one of our best players,” said
Nolan Johnson, who tied his career-
high with 23 points.

HollisPrice, playing point guardin
place of Raymond, had 21 points.

Jamahl Mosley scored 15 pointsfor
Colorado (15-13, 5-10) and D.J.
Harrison had 14 points and nine re-
bounds.

Denver defeats Lakers, 107-101

DENVER (AP) — Nick Van Exel
insists he gets no added joy from tor-
menting the LosAngeles L akers.

Del Harris, the Lakers coach Van
Exel feuded with for four seasons, is
long gone, and he has no history of
confrontationwithcurrent Lakersstars
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Shaquille O’ Neal and Kobe Bryant.

Still, Van Exel was motivated
Wednesday night, hitting atiebreaking
3-pointer and adding eight straight free
throws in the final 37 seconds of the
Denver Nuggets 107-101 victory over
the Lakers.
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Cowgirl Jayci Stone sparked the scoring with a layup against the Lady

Monarchs at Max Jones Fieldhouse in the first round of the 4A sub-state
tournament. Stone scored 18 points for the Cowgirls as they won 52-35.
The Cowgirls next game will be at 5 p.m. Friday at Max Jones.

Photo by Eric Yonkey / The Goodland Daily News

lowa State clinches Big 12 championship

Nebraska's five seniors, playing
their final regul ar-season homegame,
scored 74 points as the Cornhuskers
beat TexasA& M 97-69.

“The last game is a specia game,”
saidKimani Ffriend, whohad acareer-
high 28 pointsand 12 rebounds.

Nebraska (14-14, 7-8) took control
of the game early in the second half.

TexasA&M (10-18, 3-12) cut the
margin to seven aminuteinto the sec-
ond period. Then Ffriend madeathree-
point play and followed withaaslam
dunk with 16:04 left that gave Ne-
braskaa51-37 lead.

CookieBelcher added 16 pointsand
nine assistsfor Nebraskaand had two
steals, moving himinto third placeon
the NCAA's all-time steals list with
348.

NickAndersonled TexasA& M with

19 points, Bernard King had 17 and
Jamaal Gilchrist had 11.

Oklahoma State had to hold off
Baylorinthesecond half towin 71-68.

“These four games, the bottom line
isto win,” Oklahoma State coach
Eddie Sutton said. “You're 19-7 and
10-5and| don’t think anybody thought
we' d be here at this stage in this sea-
son with everything that has hap-
pened.”

The Cowboys have won four
straight, but haven’t beenimpressive.

Baylor (16-10,5-10) ralliedtotiethe
score at 55, then nearly pulled off the
victory after falling behind by eight
with 2 1/2 minutes |l eft.

MauriceBaker scored 20 pointsand
Jonzenhad 17 for OklahomaState. The
Bearswereled by 23 from DeMarcus
Minor.

Colorado Rockies ready
for exhibition opener

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — Staff ace
Mike Hampton and reliever Mike
Myershoth pitched two stronginnings
asthe Colorado Rockiestuned up for
their exhibition opener with arain-
shortened intrasquad game on
Wednesday.

Neifi Perez and Todd Walker each
had two-run doubles, and Adam
Melhuseadded atwo-runsinglefor the
team managed by coach Dallas Will-

iams, whichprevailed 7-2inthe5 1/2-
inning game.

The Rockies will kick off their ex-
hibition season on Thursday against
the Arizona Diamondbacks at Hi
Corbett Field. Randy Johnsonwill start
for the Diamondbacks, and Denny
Neaglewill get the call for Colorado.

“It will be nice to see another team
(Thursday),” manager Buddy Bell
said.
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the streak going

MANHATTAN (AP) — Onandon
goes The Streak.

There seemsto beno endin sight.

Even the Kansas players have be-
come blase about the way they and
their ancestors have managed to beat
archrival Kansas State 21 timesin a
row.

“I"'m from California, so | just got
kind of throwninthefire,” said sopho-
moreforward Drew Gooden, who had
17 pointsand sevenreboundsin No. 0
Kansas 77-65 victory over the frus-
trated Wildcats Wednesday night.

“All I know is|’m 5-0 against K-
State. Asfar as|’m concerned, I'm 5-
0 so I’'m not worried about the other
streak, aslong as| keep minegoing.”

The Jayhawkshavenever lostin 13
games since Kansas State opened
Bramlage Coliseum, a point driven
homeby abigbanner Kansasfansheld
up during the 21st straight victory:

“Allen Fieldhouse West, 13-0since
1988,” it read.

Gooden, who had missedfivegames
withahandinjury asthe Jayhawks(22-
5, 11-4 Big 12) went 3-2, took charge
late in the second half after Kansas
State (9-17, 3-12) fought back to
withinfive.

First, hemadetwofreethrows. Then
hewent back tothelineand missedthe
back end of al1-and-1 but got hisown
rebound and a stick-back that madeit
66-58.

He then rebounded Kansas State’'s
next two misses and capped his spree
with a short jumper that gave the
Jayhawksa68-58leadwith4:32togo.

“Drewwasreallyfiredup. Youcould
tell,” said Kansas forward Nick
Coallison.

Goodenwasjoyful justtobebackin
action after sitting out.

“l waslike, ‘Great players step up

and do great things when they’ re
needed,”” saidthe6-foot-9sophomore.

“| just tried to step up for my team,
making sure I’ m knocking down my
shots.”

Theshorter Wildcatshad nothingto
counter the 6-foot-9 Gooden.

“Hereally gave that team aboost,”
said Kansas State’s Travis Reynolds.
“He seemed like he was fresher than
everybody else.”

The Jayhawks got double-figure
scoring from five players.

The near-capacity crowd was the
biggest of theyear for Kansas State (9-
17, 3-12), butincluded anoisy contin-
gent of Jayhawks fans who made the
90-minute drive down Interstate 70
from Lawrence.

While the Jayhawks shrug off the
streak, it has clearly become a source
of embarrassment for Kansas State
playersand fans.

“l heardaboutitall week,” saidKan-
sas State guard Larry Reid. “It's an
important thing to us because we are
part of this tradition and this team.
Whenever we can get awin it’sgoing
tobegreat.”

First-year Kansas State coach Jim
Wool dridgewoul d prefer toignorethe
streak.

“I meanthissincerely: | knowit’sthe
thing to report. But | can honestly say
wearesofocused on getting better anc
going into each individual game that
everyone has disregarded that,” he
said.

“1t’snot something | personally want
to talk or think about. We know it’s
therebut wedisregard it.”

Nick Collisonhad 13 pointsfor Kan-
sas, whileKirk Hinrich had 12 and Jeff
Boscheeand Kenny Gregory eachhad
11.

Reid had 16 pointsfor Kansas State.

Chiefs release quarterback
after negotiations fail

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — The
KansasCity Chiefshaverel eased quar-
terback ElvisGrbac after effortstore-
negotiate his contract broke down,
ChiefsPresident Carl Peterson said.

The Chiefs had been trying to re-
structure Grbac’s contract, which
calledfora$10millionbonusif hewas
ontheroster by Friday, when all NFL
teams need to be at the salary cap
spending limit for 2001 of $67.4 mil-
lion.

Grbachad askedfor afive-year con-
tract averaging $8 million ayear, in-
cluding a $20 million signing bonus,
Peterson said.

“That was well beyond what we
were prepared to do,” Peterson said.

Peterson did not specify thetermsof

the Chiefs' offer, but said that it in-
cluded a$10 million signing bonus.

“They cameto uslooking for acon-
tract that woul d make himthehighest-
paidquarterback intheNFL, morethan
Brett Favre, morethanMark Brunell,”
Peterson said.

“Andweresponded by saying,’ That
isanice starting point.” Therewas no
way, under our current salary-cap situ-
ation, that we could consider that kind
of contract.”

Grbac’sagent, Jim Steiner, said the
Chiefs' initial offer included a $7.5
million signing bonus.

“We felt their offer waswell below
what a Pro Bow! quarterback de-
serves,” Steiner said. “ Sowecountered
with apackagethat was negotiable.”
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