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commentary
from other pens...

The first peaceful
transfer of power

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Two hundred years ago thisweek, apair of fero-
ciously competitive political parties proved that a hostile government
takeover need not |ead to bloodshed.

By the end of amudslinging campaign between the political factions
led by President John Adams and Vice President Thomas Jefferson, a
grudging acceptance of the outcometook hold, even after the 36 House
ballots needed to sort out the confusing tally and certify the result.

On March 4, 1801, Jefferson, once vilified asaradical revolutionary
and scheming atheist, peacefully took theoath of officeasthethird presi-
dent. Heread hisinaugural address and, not yet ready to moveinto the
White House, walked back to hisboarding housefor dinner.

Of great significance during thisfirst presidential inaugurationinthe
new capital waswhat did not happen.

“The changes of administration, which in every government and in
every age have been epochsof confusion, villainy and bloodshed, inthis
happy country take place without any ... distraction or disorder,” wrote
Margaret Bayard Smith, the wife of aWashington newspaper publisher
who witnessed Jefferson’sinauguration.

Ashistorian Joseph J. Ellis, writing in “ American Sphinx, The Char-
acter of Thomas Jefferson,” said: “ The most revolutionary feature of
(Jefferson’s) elevation to the presidency wasitsroutine character.”

Whichisnot to say Adams and his supporterswere not bitter. The de-
feated president | eft theWhite House at 4 a.m. on Inauguration Day — a
dozenhoursbefore Jefferson’sswearing-in— and departed by coachfor
Boston. Between his defeat and his departure he had filled judicial va-
cancieswith representatives of the defeated Federalists.

Oneof them, JohnMarshall, wasnow chief justiceof theUnited States.
After administering the oath of office to Jefferson, he would lead a
rearguard Federalist campaign from the bench agai nst the Jeffersonians.

Although Jefferson grumbled about Adams and his appointed “ mid-
nightjudges,” hewaspreparedtoallay hispolitical enemies worstfears.

Hedid so in aninaugural address that Jefferson biographer Dumas
Malone called “ one of the most memorablein thelong series.”

Jefferson frankly acknowledged the fears that the transition to anew
government would be neither peaceful nor orderly.

But thenew president al so expressed hisfaiththeissuehad now clearly
been decided “ by thevoice of thenation” under therules set by the Con-
stitution. That being the case, he said, al Americans would, of course,
“unitein common effortsfor the common good.”

Heextended hisolivebranch, withwhat hecalled thesacred principle:

“That though thewill of themgjority isinall casesto prevail, that will
to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority possess their equal
rights, whichequal law must protect, andtoviolatewoul d beoppression.”

Andinthemost quoted linesof thespeech, inwhichhecalledtheUnited
States“theworld'sbest hope,” he added this:

“But every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We
have called by different namesbrethren of the sameprinciple. Weareall
republicans, weareall federalists.”

Malonewrotethatinhisspeech, Jefferson established* hishistoricclaim
tothetitle of father of American political democracy.”

Ellis, speakinglastfall beforeaconferenceon presidential history, said
Jefferson’ speaceful assumption of thepresidency guaranteed that debate
over what Americashould bewould last aslong astherepublic.

“Intheend, theel ection of 1800 meritsour attention becauseit demon-
strated no side of the conversation would dominate American political
culture indefinitely, that the American song would alternate between
competing political harmonies, and that American politics, like history
itself, would always remain an argument without end,” he said.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for more than 30 years.
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Wv@zﬂo: THE STATE. ( APCIOGIES TO NORMAN ROGWELL )

Going to state. That's what every high school
team works for — and every prep sports writer.
Going to state is your reward for a season of
schlepping around to distant school s, writing sports
stories.

I’ve beento at |east one state basketball tourna-
ment for every one of the 10 years |’ ve covered
northwest Kansas sports. After watching all those
tourneys, I’ ve decided teams need three things to
win it al: they have to play great defense, have
strong guard play and they must havemorethanone
weapon. Then Lady L uck must rideontheir shoul-
ders.

Shooting comesand goes, but defensecanaways
begreat. Every shot your opponent doesn’'t takeis
ashot heor shedoesn't make. Every shot unmade
isashot your team doesn’t haveto match.

The 1992 Cowgirlsshot in the 30-percent range
in their opening round game and still won — be-
cause of their defense.

Great defense and great guard play go together.
If your team can’'t get the ball toitswingsor posts,
they can’t do anything. If your team harasses the
opponent’s guards, limiting their ability to reach
their postsand wings, your opponent’soptionsare
limited.

When the Prose twins played for Little River,
their terrifying defense — and offense — stifled
otherteams. | will never forget watchingWeskan's
Wendy Okeson, oneof thegreatest all-around bas-
ketball players from this area, vainly chase those
pesky Prosetwinsintheir two statesemifinal meet-
ings. The Proses could steal the ball from anyone
and they weredeadly outside shooters. Evenwith-
outtheir great post, Nicky Ramage, LittleRiverwas
unstoppabl e with the Proses.

roxie
yonkey

star tracks

The main difference between Brewster’s 1995
statechampionsandtheir 1996third-placeteamwas
guard Travis Starns. Without Starns handling the
ball, Brewster couldn’t get past Sylvan Groveinthe
semifinals, evenwith JoshReid, Kansashighschool
hoops' highest scoring boy.

Claflin’s Jackie Stilesis the greatest shooter in
Kansashoopshistory. She'sstill setting netsonfire
at Southwest Missouri State. When ClaflinandLittle
River played in the regular and post seasons, fans
would show up hours ahead of time to get seats.
Stiles was signing autographs as a high school
sophomore. | haveonefromher final appearanceat
state. But she and Shawna Stephenswerethe only
players Claflin had, rally. Claflin fans cheered for
Jackie, nottheWildcats. And Stilesnever wonastate
trophy. Thebest her team ever finished wasfourth.

Why? Claflin was much too one-dimensional.
Foul out Stephens and Stiles had no oneto passto.
All opponents had to do was stop Stiles. The
opposition’s guards had to be pretty good to do it,
but Little River and Weskan did. | saw it happen.

Lady Luck doesn't just ride on your shoulders
without help. Teams haveto seize her. Inthe Cow-
girls great run through the 1992 Class 4A tourna-
ment, they grabbed L ady L uck withbothhands. No
onewho saw itwill ever forget Amy Short gettinga
steal and racingtowardthebucket. Becauseshehad
the proper fundamental sand her opponent did not,

Short got the steal and the opponent got the foul.
Short madeafreethrow towin Goodland'sopening-
roundgamewithnotimeleft. | still havethat picture
hangingin my office.

Luck also walked with Goodland in the champi-
onshipgame. JaneDuell, whohad never madeathree
inherlife, hitoneasregulationended. Sincetheusual
trey-throwers, Short, Jill JonesandAngieHallagin,
werewell-covered, Duell had to take the shot.

Weall held our breath for what seemed long sec-
ondsof time. Inreality, only an eyeblink passed be-
forethe shot’sflat trajectory took it to aspot above
the hoop. It smacked the backboard and fell in. NG
onewho saw that shot will forgetit, either. I'll never
forget flying off the floor in excitement. Who says
sportswriterscan’'t jump?

Unfortunately, luck | efttheCowgirlsinovertime.

Luck also walked with Brewster in last year’s
Class 1A titlegame. Hanover’sshot fell out to send
the game into overtime. Just like Duell’s shot, the
shot took forever in memory, but only an eyeblink
inreal time.

Inovertime, Bulldog Cody Rush’sfreethrowsfell
in, whileHanover’sfell out. Then Rush, making his
own luck, got asteal to seal thevictory. Inasimilar
situation to Short’s eight years before, Rush was
fouled and made afree throw to kill Hanover’slast
chance.

Winning teams have one moreintangible behind
them. That'syou, the fan. So get down to Salinaor
Haysand support your team. Cowgirl coach Connie
Livengood said the fans helped put Goodland over
thetop at sub-statethisweek. Let’sput themandthe
Bulldogsover thetop thisweek.

Go Cowgirls!

Go’'Dawgs!

Technology brmgs good but raises threat level

Many people in my district will use robots to

mow their lawvnsand vacuumtheir homesassoon |8
asthis summer. Some metropolitan hospitalsare |

installing surgical “robots’ in operating rooms.

Telehealth has been used as aremote medical
“housecall” sincetheearly 90s. Increasingly, the
delivery of more complex medical procedures,
examination, diagnosisand follow-up care occur
“remotely.” Simpletouseautomaticdefibrillating
equipment is being located in malls and popular
gathering areas to save lives from certain heart
attacks. Technology issavinglives.

Our safety ismore secure dueto technology in
automobiles, homesand thedurablegoodsindus-
try (refrigerators, stovesetc.). Productsweuseare
not only more friendly but safer from accidental
misuse. Our drinking water and food supply isthe
safestintheworldwithlifestylesimproving daily
all dueto technologic advances.

So, what isbad about all thistechnology?Well,
think of bio-terrorism (http://www.bt.cdc.gov/),
cyber-terrorism, new warfaretechnol ogy, i dentity
theft and new psychological “crimes against
people.” To see dl the possible threats to our fu-
turecheck the Internet using the search term “ter-
rorism” and seewhat youget. If youareconcerned
about the Columbine School shootings and the
Oklahoma City bombing, just consider those as
“pre-school” level threatsand youmay understand
the problem legidators face. Technology may be
used to make our liveslessfulfilling just astech-
nology can make our lives more fulfilling. It all
dependson how itsuseisimplemented. Thechar-
acter of our el ected official sismoreimportant than
ever.

M orelaws— what isahead thisweek:

How can wemakelaw to protect privacy with-
out being abletoinvadethat privacy?How dowe
insure improved learning in our schools without
“meddling” in the education system and estab-
lished teaching methods? How can we help gov-
ernment protect youfrom*identity theft” without
the government being ableto steal your identity?
We have avery serious “chicken and egg” prob-
lem. Increasing complexity of our world is creat-

ing afundamental need toreturntoour American |
“roots.” That isgovernment of the people, by the |

people, for the people.

Thisweek (March 5-9) wewill be considering
theseissues:

« Defining when someone aged 12 might be

treated asachildin need of careor anadult felon. |

f morrison

® capitol review

« Defining further unlawful acts and practices
under thecharitabl eorganizationsand solicitations
act and telephone solicitations.

« Video lottery machines and other lottery ma-
chines.

« [f aminor shoplifts, should the parentsbeheld
libel for civil penalties?

« Changesin cosmetology licensure

* Should“heavy beer” (greater than 3.2) besold
ingrocery stores?

» Water quality and EPA regulations.

* Encouraging alternative energy research.

» Discussions regarding lobbyists for such
groupsasthel eagueof KansasMunicipalitiesand
theK ansasA ssociationof School Boards. They are
not governmental agenciesbut receivetheir oper-

ating fundsin the form of dues paid with city anc
school taxes. Could that be an improper use of tax
money?

How should KAN-ED, the proposed statewide
broadband network, be overseen?

The Senate substitute for HB 2035 has govern-
ment overseeing the school network. The original
House hill had the telecommunications industry
and usersof thenetwork overseeing the operation.
Gov. Bill Graves has indicated he will make an
executivereorgani zation order toimplement some-
thinglikethe Senateversionif theconferencecom-
mitteecannot agreeonacompromise. | amnot sure
| really careat thistime. Just getitimplemented so
our rural areas (76 percent of thestateisrural) may
have accessto atechnologic “ balance.”

The 2001 Session:

Thissessionisamost over! Inonly twoandahalf
weeks, all committeefunctionwill ceaseexcept that
of theexempt federal and state, tax, and appropria-
tionscommittees. Pleasecontact mewithany ques-
tionsor request for assistance.

RepresentativeJmMorrison, jmorriso@ink.org
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