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Saints and sinners: Funerals need to be more personal

A friend of mine called the other day com-
plaining that afuneral service he had attended
“didn’t even mention the name of the de-
ceased.” Hefound the service unsatisfying.

| know how hefelt.

Afuneral servicedoesnot havetobeathree-
hanky affair, but | am afraid some churchesgo
to the opposite extreme.

Sometimes, at an Episcopal service— with
which | am most acquainted — people aren’t
even awarethat someone hasdied.

Thisis not an oversight on the part of the
Episcopalians. It is the way that they want it.
LiketheBritishfromwhomtheir churchisde-
scended, they tend to view any show of emo-
tionasabit vulgar.

Dignity iswhat theburial serviceintheEpis-
copal Book of Common Prayer strivesfor. And

to be sure, thereisgreat dignity in the printed
words, although much of thedignity canbelost
if thereader doesnot read well.

That ispartly what waswrong with arecent
Episcopal funeral that | attended. Itshouldhave
been animposing service—themanwhodied
had been a distinguished churchman — but it
wasn't.

Here again, however, the Episcopalians
pride themselves on the fact that the humbl est
member of thechurchgetsthesameserviceread
at hisfuneral asthe Queen of England will get
at hers. Worldly status makes no difference.
This, of course, isasit should be.

But the trouble with these Episcopal funer-
als| am talking about is not that they are too
dignified or that the serviceisthe samefor ev-
eryone, but that they aretoo impersonal. A fu-
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neral should be personal. | am not suggesting
that every funeral should have a maudlin eu-
logy.

By personal | mean that the words spoken
must speak vividly and personally about the
momentous matters of |ife and death that can-
not fail to be on everyone’ sminds.

Themembersof thebereavedfamily, already
experiencing “the constant missing of what

used to bealwayshere,” wonder whether they
havelost their departedloved oneforever. What
shall wetell them?

“When the blow fell, that was the one and
only thought that kept beatinglikeahammerin
my brain,” said Arthur Gossip, the great Scot-
tish preacher, when hiswifedied. “I felt | had
lost her forever.”

Butlater hewasabletosay, “| know now that
| havenotlost her. Forloveisnot apassingthing
oneleavesbehind.”

Still later, Gossipwasabl eto dedicateabook
he had written to “my wife, my daily comrade
still.”

Gossip could have given an answer to St.
Paul whoasked, “ Ohdeath, whereisthy sting?’

“1 cantell himwheredeath’sstinglies,” said
theScottishpreacher. “ Ah,itisthebitter grudg-

ing every second of thedear body to the sense-
lessearth— anything, nothing, andtheold over-
whelming painisback again.”

Butultimately, itwashisrealizationthat love
iseternal that madehimsurehehad not | ost her.
That knowledgefilled the emptinessher death
had brought.

There was something else. “When we are
young,” he said in the sermon he preached the
Sunday after hiswife's death, “heaven is e
vague and nebulous place. But, as our friends
gather there, more and moreit gains body anc
vividness.

“ Andwhenyour dearest have passed yonder,
how real and evident it grows, how near it is,
how often we steal yonder. Never again will |
giveoutthat stupidlie, ‘ Thereisahappy land,
far, far away.’ Itisnot far. They arequitenear.”

Catholics reach out to those who've wandered away from the church

By Jay Lindsay
Associated Press Writer
BOSTON — Caroline O’Brien
didn’t break from the Roman Catholic
church. Shequietly walked away.
O'Brienwasan 18-year-oldHarvard
freshmanwith seriousdoubtsabout the
church’sstand onwomen'’sissues. The
last straw was a Cold War sermon im-
plyingall Russianswereevil. It turned
her off, and shewasgone.
“I just kind of got fed up,” shesaid.
Sixteen years|ater, she came back.
Her return started with feelings of
despair andanunplannedvisittoMass
atthePaulist centerinBoston. That led
her to Landings, aPaulist program for
Catholicswho'’ veleft the church.
“My lifeis completely changed,”
said O’ Brien, now 40. “| havesomuch
patience. | know my place.”
Landingsandthe ComeHomeMin-

899-7368

Pastor: Don Crutcher
Fifth & Broadway

Sunday. Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College » 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Family Night: 7 pm
Adult Bible Study and Youth Group

istry at St. Anthony’s Shrine, both in
Boston, are examples of programs
aimed at bringing inactive Catholics
back into thefold.

Therise of such programs reflects
Catholics movefrombeinganAmeri-
can subculture into the mainstream,
where they haven't always been wel-
come, said religious studies professor
DennisDoyleof theUniversity of Day-
ton.

Once agroup blendsinto the main-
stream, it hastoincreaseevangelismto
stay strong, he said. An obvioustarget
for Catholicsis their alienated mem-
bers, hesaid, addingthat reconciliation
groups tend to emphasize that the
churchis changing, more understand-
ing, moreflexible.

“Onekey feelingthat comesthrough
... isthat the Catholic church is differ-
ent looking,” hesaid.
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Church of Christ
401 Caldwell

Sunday. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

,? Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm
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Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

“ Pastor: Matthew Delp

(Disciples of Christ)

Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233

Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Il Worship Service: 10:30 am
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
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Some of these groups are using de-
cidedly mainstream ways to get out
their messages.

An ad in a Boston newspaper for
Come Home was addressed to Catho-
lics who had left the church due to
“busyness, lifestyle, divorce, invalid
marriage, feeling excluded, hurt feel-
ings, ministerial abuseor ?2?.” Iturged
themto get in touch with the ministry.

Certain church teachings have
proven particularly troublesome to
modern parishioners. For exampl e, the
church opposes remarriage after di-
vorce unless an annulment is granted.
It opposes artificial birth control. It
won’'t allow women into the priest-
hood.

Peggy Lavoie, alaypersonleadinga
Landings group in Boston, said many
people view the church asrigid and
anachronistic.

Pastor: Loren Strait

Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

il 899-3631 [
|| Pastor:. Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey ||
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am

“TheCatholicchurchisnotademoc-
racy,” shesaid. " Somepeoplefeel they
don’'t have the kind of power and the
kindof democraticvoicethey’ reaccus-
tomed to in other partsof their lives.”

But other faiths face similar issues,
and besides, Lavoie said, disagree-
ments don’t necessarily end relation-
shipsin other parts of life, and don’t
haveto mean abreak with the church.

“People who are mad at their fami-
liesstill gettogether at Thanksgiving,”
shesaid.

L andings focuses on getting people
to talk about their spiritual lives and
why they | eft Catholicism—andit adds
good food and socializing to the mix.
L ay leadersal so make peopleaware of
specificministriesthat might help, such
asgroupsfor divorced Catholics.

Lavoie said many people find the
church more willing than expected to

respond totheir voice.

Still, Landingsdoesn’t bend church
doctrinetoaccommodatethosewhoare
uncomfortablewithit, saidtheRev. Jac
Campbell, the group’sfounder.

“Wherethere' stheability tobeflex-
ible, you're as flexible as you can be,
without being wishy-washy,” he said.

O'Brien said her return to Catholi-
cismdidn’t lead to total acceptance of
church doctrine.

“1 might not always agree with it,”
shesaid. “Butit’'smy vehicle, it'show
| connect with God.”

About 250,000 people have gone
through the landings program in 10
years, according to Campbell.

Jackie Stewart of the Come Home
Ministry creditsthebasicsof thefaith,
aswell asits sacraments.

“The Catholic Church has mystery
and tradition,” she said. “People who

have been born and raised in thetradi-
tionmissitwhenthey’ reaway fromit.”

Campbell compares being born
Catholic to being born American — it
remainspart of your identity nomatter
whereyou end up.

“It’sthe beginning churchin Chris-
tianity,” hesaid. “Oncethey’ re Catho-
lics, the church never throws them
away. Many of them, in their own
hearts, it's just where they feel at
home.”

Get connected
to the Internet
today!
call 899-2338
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g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street » Burlington, CO = (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

Eul}lord of Life Foursquare Ghurc‘;tuj

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: \Worship Celebration &
Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250

Kanorado

Pastor: Leonard Cox

399-2468
Sunday: Sunday School:

Worship Service: 10:15 am

” United Methodist Church u
Il

Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST

Pastor.

Winona:

9 am

P goodland Bible Church ufj
|| 109 Willow Road = 899-6400

Pastor.
|| Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am

|| Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location

9Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer. Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

L)‘_‘ Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am d
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E_ Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C
Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead
307 W. 13th = 899-7205

U{:

Worship Service: 10:30 am

g\_{ grace Fellowship Church q

Pastor:.

Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 5:30 am

,j Thursday: Ladies’ Bible Study: 10 am f

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

Sonrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
|| Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman * 899-6161 ||

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw

Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

104 E. Hwy 24 = 899-6423

Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence; 899-0134

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am

13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Saturday: Church School: 4 pm
Holy Communion: 5 pm

Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-

Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm
2067 j]

Serving the rural community for over 100 years

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Rt. 1, Box 180 = 694-2807 = 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Short & Son Trucking
I Hwy. 24

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

goodland Motor Co.
Hwy. 24

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

goodland Daily News
1205 Main i

1110 Main
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