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commentary

from other pens...

Lobbyists try to block
keg registration bill

TheHaysDaily Newson kegregistration:

OpponentsaretryingtostymieaneffortintheL egislaturetoregister
beer kegsaimed at di scouraging adultsfrom buying beer for underage
drinkers.

Thefact that thoseopponentsaredistributorsand sellersof beer kegs
Ccomesasno surprise.

... Thehill smply callsfor kegsof beer to havearegistration number
and the person buying the keg to beidentified. Then, if policefind the
keg at aparty involving underagedrinkers, they cantracethekegtothe
person who bought it and prosecute.

TheKansasAssociation of Beverage Retailerssimply doesn’t want
the added responsibility of tracking the sale of beer kegs. ...

The Senate Federal and State Affairs committee endorsed the bill
Thursday despite questionsfrom several members.

Amy Campbell, alobbyist for thegroup, said underagedrinkingisa
complicated problem and that the bill isn’'t asolution...

Truetheavailability of liquor isonly part of theproblem of underage
drinking, butit’sapretty substantial one. If there’snoliquor available,
there'snodrinking.

Presumably, if liquor stores are making sure only adults are buying
kegs of beer, then the next logical step istargeting adults who buy it
and provideit tothose who aren’'t old enough to drink it.

Yes, efforts must continue to encourage young people not to drink
and for adultsto drink responsibly.

Andif theal coholicbeverageindustry expectstoretainany credibil-
ity, it would work with lawmakersto craft an acceptable bill and end
therhetoric that registering beer kegsisabad thing.

TheOttawaHerald on welfarereform:

The federal government is considering some new tactics to help
welfare parti cipants — tacticsthat some may consider alittletoo per-
sonal.

Conservativesarguethat the breakdown of thetwo-parent family is
the root cause of welfare dependency. They believe that fostering a
cultureof marriagein poor communitiescan pull somewelfarerecipi-
entsout of the depths of poverty.

Othersbelieve that government promotion of marriageistoointru-
sive. We agree.

It'sbeenarguedthat welfareprograms... actually paidrecipientsmore
tobeasingle parent. ...

...Amongtheideasbeing proposed for welfarereformare: requiring
statesto spend part of their welfare money on pro-marriage activities,
encouraging caseworkersto talk to pregnant women about marrying
thefathersof their unborn babiesand teaching thevalueof marriagein
high school classes. States’ success, proponents say, could be judged
based on areduction in out-of-wedlock births, among other methods.

A number of our country’ssocietal problems could be mitigated by
encouraging marriage and two-parent families. However, thegovern-
ment can’t forcewelfarerecipientstobemarried, nor shouldittry tobe
that moralistic. ...

... Most problems of those living in poverty are much greater than
merely whether or not they are married, so thismove alonewon’t get
familiesoff thewelfarerolls. ...

... The government should stay out of the business of legislating
morality.
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They're madder than a skin head on \Wall Street

Do weneed election reformin Florida?

Yup farmerscanforget about Cook County too.

What they neediselectionreformat the United
States Department of Agriculture. The new big
Chiefette of the department has just decided not
tocount all thevotesinthepork checkoff referen-
dum.

What she did wasto nullify avote of indepen-
dent hog farmerswho in adully accepted voting
process rejected a mandatory checkoff (tax) on
pork producers. Such acrass act of bureaucratic
over Kill would make a black share cropper in
Mississippi dream of reconstruction.

Following the Civil war the slaves had been
freed, butthey still livedinthesameshanties. They
still picked cotton, and some may have been their
own. But it wasashare cropper’s“yal’sir-boss.”

Sound likesomething that had not beeninhal ed
you say? Maybe, but farmers need voting rights
reform morethan Dade County.

Reconstruction did not give blackstheright to
vote, and present anti-trust laws have not given
farmers an open and transparent market for their
produce. Soit’sOK tohavetax cutsfor thepeople
(low farm prices) but farmersyou better pay your
checkoff taxes.

Such undemocratic conduct is asAmerican as
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IBR, Archer DanielsMidland and Cargill.

In 1964 President Lyndon Johnson roared “I
have known more ladies in lust by accident than
Kennedy had on purpose.” Hewasmore success-
ful than President Kennedy when it cameto farm
legidationtoo. Heused something calledfast track
when Congressnullifiedtheresultsof apreviously
rejected farmer referendum by wheat farmers.
Even more so it was the beginning of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s free food pentagon too.
Farmers traded $2.00 wheat for $1.20 and agov-
ernment payment. They called it afarm subsidy
butinfarmcountry itiscalled aprocessor subsidy.

Sorry, the Florida recount |ooks like an honest
election. Already farmershavelost their scalpsto
thisnew big chiefettefromthe Department of Ag-
riculture. She has decided to bury her tomahawk
inthepork producersagainwhilepuffingthepeace
pipe withthe National Pork Producers Council.

Atthetimeof thecheckoff voteit wasmadecl ear

farmerswouldloseif thevotewasNO. However it
wasnot adimpled Chad election, it wasnot even e
close vote, farmers voted no by 53 percent to 47
percent.

Mandatory commodity checkoffs have been ¢
cashcow of fraud and processor abusefor years.An
inspector general review reveal ed somepromotion
boards had authorized such things as adult enter-
tainment, and billslisted aspersonal services, won-
der what that was?

Thecritical issuewasproducersvoted to endthe
money becausetheNational Pork ProducersCoun-
cil would not support the enforcement of anti-trust
laws. It madeindependent hog farmersmadder than
askin head on Wall Street over packer ownership
of livestock, too.

SincetheNorthAmericanFreeTradeAgreement,
thepackershadimported Canadian livestock by the
truck load and called it domestic since it was pro-
cessedinU.S. packing plants. It wasaquestion of
insider trading and alack of price discovery in a
captive market place.

Sothisiswhat thosesocalledfreetradersaretal k-
ing about. How ismandatory pork checkoffs any
less onerousthan mandatory union dues?
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Caretaker concerned about sweepstakes entries

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| have an elderly neighbor whom | help assist |
withdaily activities. Recently, | havenoticedthat |

sheisbecominginvolvedinentering sweepstakes.
First, she ordered amagazinefrom awell-known
sweepstakes company which hasled to aflood of
sweepstakes entries. She receives some type of
sweepstakes solicitation almost every day - each
claiming that she is one step away from winning
big. Each entry formincludesaninvitation to or-
der merchandise, such asmagazines, video tapes,
compact discs, etc. Shehasbeen purchasing prod-
uctsshedoesnot need, asshedoesnotownaVCR
or CD player! When| asked her why shepurchases
these products, many of which are till in boxes,
she saysit isto increase her chances of winning.
Attorney General Stovall, | think these sweep-
stakescompaniesarepreyingonmy friendbecause
sheiselderly. | am afraid shewill soon not have
enough money to cover her basicliving expenses.
Isthereany adviceyou can give me?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Many consumers share your same concern. |
encourageyouto takethe steps necessary to keep
companiesfrom soliciting membersof your fam-
ily and community aswell asexplaintoyour loved
onesthat they are not increasing their chances of
winning by ordering merchandise offered.

Below are someindicationsthat your friend or
loved one is becoming a victim of sweepstakes
scams.

Stacksof saved sweepstakes solicitationsfrom
amultitude of companies;

-An unusua number of packages, many un-
opened, that contain products that the purchaser
will not or cannot use.

-Numerousmagazineslying around that appear
to be unread.

-Productspurchasedthat areinappropriate, such
as magazines or products for activities the pur-
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chaser doesnot partakein, suchasmountainclimb-
ing.

-Many paymentsor duplicate paymentsmadeto
the same company within ashort amount of time.

If you think that the consumer isavictim of a
sweepstakesscam, therearestepsyou cantake. If
the consumer will allow you, offer to collect the
mail. Thiswill giveyou anopportunity toreview
what mail the consumer isreceiving. However,
you must have the consumer’s permission to do
this. Many timesthe consumer, especidly if the
consumer is elderly, will see such an offer asa
threat to his/her independence. Instead, you may
volunteer to go through the sweepstakes solicita-
tionswith theindividual to make surethat thein-
dividual understandsthat no purchaseisneededto
enter or win the sweepstakes.

If youlivesomedistanceaway, orif youfindthe
individual listensmoretoinformationfrom some-
one other than you, you may encourage the indi-
vidual to participatein community activitiesand
servicesoffered to seniorsto helpthemwiththeir
finances. A good placeto start iswith your local
agency on aging, asocial service agency, or the
AARP.

If you are able to get an idea of which sweep-
stakesare soliciting theindividual, you may con-
sider contacting the companiesto stop the solici-
tations. Oneway toreducesolicitationsisthrough
theDirect Marketing Association(DMA). DMA
is atrade organization which represents many of
the marketers that offer sweepstakes. You can
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contacttheDMA throughitsspecial e-mail address
specifically set uptoidentify consumerswho make
too many, unusual or inappropriate sweepstakes
purchases. The e-mail address is:
sweepstakes@the-dma.org. You al somay contact
theDMA at thefollowing address:

Direct Marketing Association

Attn: Sweepstakes

1111 19th Street NW — Suite 1100

Washington, DC 20036-3603

Fax: 202-955-0085

TheDMA will hel pyou contact member compa-
nies to remove names >from their customer and
prospect lists. You a so can contact my Consumer
Protectiondivisionat 1-800-432-2310toassist you
in stopping the companies from soliciting your
loved ones.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offer sthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someofthedetail shave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased onactual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttorney
General CarlaJ. Sovall, Consumer Protection Di-
vision, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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