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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Adding slot machines
won't save race tracks

A coalition of gamblinginterests and spendersis, once again, push-
ing aslot machinebill inthe Kansas L egislature.

Thebill, which has come up every year in recent memory, Suppos-
edlyisnecessary tosavetheracetrack industry in K ansas. Why thetrack
ownersthink they will make a mint on slots when their tracks arein
troubleisbeyond us, but they want slotsbad.

Theonceprofitabletrackshavebeenintroubleever sincetheso-cal led
“riverboat” casinosopened acrossthestatelinein Missouri. Whilethe
boats seldom, if ever, venture out into the river, the casinos have be-
comebig businessin Kansas City.

Andthedog and horsetracksin Kansashave been complaining ever
since.

Opponents—includeusinthat crowd — don’ t think the state needs
more gambling. We aready have the tracks and Indian casinos, plus
the state-run numbersracket.

Thepro-slotfactionisanoddbunch, led by legislatorsfrom counties
withtracks, of course, but backed by assorted Democratsand Gov. Bill
Graves, who seesthepotential $50millionrakeoff for thestateasabonus
intight budget times.

When thetracks camein, they promoted the sport aspect of racing,.
Thefactthat casinosarekillingthemgivesthelietothat argument. They
are gambling establishments, pureand simple.

Hardly anyonetal ksabout thesocial damagedoneby gamblingwhen
they arepromoting economic devel opment orincomefor acash-starved
state, but it'sareal problem, growing worse with the proliferation of
gambling.

Thereisnotalk of any part of the state’s“winnings’ going to gam-
bling-abuse programs, though you’ d think that would be theleast the
state could do.

Better yet, just say no. Kansas already depends enough on sin —
whether it’stobacco and alcohol taxes, gambling or itsnumbersgame
— that wedon't really need any more of that kind of money.

Gamblingmay be OK for thosewho can afford expensiverecreation,
butit’stough onaddicts. State-sanctioned gambling liketheL ottery or
slotsislittle morethan atax on thosewho can least afford it.

It'snot theway weshould set our priorities, evenif thestatedoesneed
the money. And we' re not too sure about that, either. — Steve Haynes
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| have done a Iittl

| saw you looking at me, wondering what hap-
pened, too embarrassed to ask but curious never-
theless.

No, | wasn't in an accident. | didn’t wreck the
car, fall downthestairsor runintoadoor. | did not
runinto any part of my husband.

I may look like a battered wife, but
nopeagain. | hadtopaytolooklikethis.

cleavage.

I’ vebeenremodel ed, had plastic sur-
gery, got afacelift.

A doctor spent several hoursremod-
elingmy eyes, chinand neck whilel was
under general anesthetic.

All my life, I've said that | wasn’t
planning on going gracefully into
wrinklesandsags. | alwayssaidl would
do something about it.

Sol started savingmy money, andthe
day after my 53rd birthday, | went to
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It's been two weeks now and
boththeswellingandbruisingare
fading, although it will take a
couple of months for everything
togoaway. Inthemeanwhile, I’m
wearing dark glassesand dickeys
to cover up the bulk of the mess.
Nothing short of apaper bag over
my head will hide everything.

So aspeoplesee me, they won-
der, and afew friends asked what

asally

Denver andtoldthedoctor totakeafew
yearsoff my face.

The immediate result was two black eyes and
twoswollencheeks. | had stitchesinmy chin, eye-
lids, hairline and behind my ears. After acouple
of days, the swelling spread to my neck, with the
bruising forming alovely V from my neck to my

Cynthia

happened. Several women of my
age have aready been checking out the results,
whichevenwithbruisesand swellingarequitedra-
matic.

To answer the questions:

* No, itwasn'tterribly painful. Thereisdiscom-
fort. Itisn't apain-free processbut itismorelike
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PLEAGE DONT LET ME
GET SHOT TODAY ...
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« Itissupposedtolast from 10to 15 years. After
that, youneedto go again. | don’t know if | will or
not. By then | will be63to 70. | may decide not to
bother.

*Yes, |'mvery happy withtheresults. | now have
justonechin, andwhentheswellinggoesdown, my
eyeswill look great.

« The consultation is free but the surgery hasto
bepaidforinadvance. Also, youhaveto pay for the
hospital and anesthesiologist in advance.

« Several tripsto Denver arerequiredfor thecon-
sultation, surgery, stitch removal and follow-up.

» Steveis ecstatic with the results. He says he's
oldenoughfor atrophy wifebut couldn’'t affordone,
so hejust had the old one remodel ed.

« Almost all the nurses at the surgery center had
had somepl astic surgery. They said most peopleare
so happy withtheresultsthey comeback for more.
Oneeven asked if the doctor had amenu.

WEell I’'m happy with theresults. My friends say
they are proud of mefor doing it and my children
justwant pictures. Maybein10to15years, |’ [l want
todoitagain.

But for now | think the kitchen isthe next thing
that needsremodeling around here.

All students should be treated equally

Dear Editor:

| just got donelistening to Richard Liessonthe
radio. It was hisMonday morning program. He's
theathl eticdirector for the Goodland High School.
Hewas so proud of our girls' basketball team for
going to state.

He received so many compliments on how the
girls conducted themselves on and off the court.
Healsofelt thegirlswere emotionally and physi-
cally drained. Part of thiswasdueto thefact they
had played three games and he even mentioned
they had just had along road trip to Salina.

You want to talk about aroad trip Mr. Liess; |
haveonefor you. Thisoneinvolvesthehighschool
band, thebandinstructorsand|last but mostimpor-
tant abusdriver.

These people were bused back and forth to ev-
ery game. FromThursday at 2 p.m. until Saturday
at 5 p.m. Fifty-one hoursthey were on or waiting
for abusdueto abreakdown for 32 hours.

Theytraveledover 1,400miles. They couldhave
beeninWashington, D.C., or Disneylandin Cali-
fornia

Mr. Liess when you started your broadcast on
Saturday morning from Salinaat 10:45 a.m. you
laughed and apol ogized for not having things all
together becauseit was so early inthemorningto
beannouncingabasketball game. Didyouridefour
hours home on the bus after the game on Friday
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night, gettinginto Goodland around midnight and
thenhavetoget upandleaveGoodlandat 6:45a.m.,
ridefour hoursonthebusback to Salinabeforethe
broadcast? No, | know a high school band, band
instructor and the same busdriver that did.

Itwasthesamegroupthatleftat 2p.m.onThurs-
day, had abreakdown 30 mileswest of Salinaand
had to wait until a Salinabus could come and get
them and takethem to the game. Thissame group
thenhadtowaituntil 11 p.m. for theother busfrom
Goodlandtoget there, puttingtheminto Goodland
at 3:30am., and that isnot homeand in their beds
whereyou, theteam andthe cheerleadershad been
for hours.

Dan Mangus called you on Thursday morning
and wanted to know why the band could not stay,
even one night as the cheerleaders were staying
every night?Oneof themany excusesyougavewas
therewerenoroomsin Salina, they wereall taken
up by theother schools. Thismother called at noon
Friday and there were 23 rooms at the Best West-
ern and 20 rooms at the Ramada Inn where the
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team, cheerleaders and you were staying.

| calledaschool board member and hehad noides
the band had not been able to stay and felt every-
one should betreated equal. When | explained the
way the group was loaded, unloaded, loaded, un-
loaded, etc. he said it sounded like theway people
treat cattle. When | asked him who had the final
decision ontheband staying hesaid it wasyou and
Superintendent Marvin Selby.

The cost which the school district bus barn uses
for each mile (not including the driver’ssalary) is
69 cent and was based on figures from last year,
which does not account for the increase of 30-40
centspergallonfordiesdl. | don’tthink $1.25would
touch the cost thisyear. So 1,400 mileswould cost
$1,750.

| hope the reason wasn’t the money, if so where
are you getting the $80,000 plus dollar to help the
city withthetenniscourts. Over $17,000 hasal ready
been spent on the new athletic programs for this
school year, and not to mentionthe$1.2 millionon
the Max Jones Fieldhouse.

| surehopethereisn’t aproblemraisingthemoney
for the science department at the high school. This
istheonly thingthat will hel pevery student at Good-
land High School.

What wehear ontheradioisnot awaysthewhol e
picture. We need to hear therest of the story.

Charlene Mangus

Kanorado

berry’s world
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Apologies to H. T. Webster and "Mr. Milguetoast."




