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commentary
from other pens...

TWO governors races
are warm-up to 2002

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Thetwomajor political partiesget agreat oppor-
tunity to test their campaign muscle later thisyear in closely watched
governors racesinNew Jersey andVirginia—racesthat will beawarm-
up for abusy election lineup in 2002.

Democrats have gubernatorial candidates in both states who look
strong on paper and face no primary opposition, giving the party hopes
of atwo-state sweep. Republicans, of course, have other ideas.

“Democrats are in perfect position,” boasted Terry McAuliffe, the
national chairman. “Wethink we' [l win two; there’sno questionwe'll
winat least one. Thiswill bealaunchpadfor usin 2002 and then 2004.”

The national Republican chairman, Jim Gilmore, the outgoing Vir-
giniagovernor, isn't ready to accept McAuliffe’'sview.

“It'supto peopleof New Jersey and Virginiato makethat decision,”
Gilmore said. “We have strong i ssues and strong people running.”

In both states, Republicanswill have acontest to decide their nomi-
neewhilethe Democrats already have united behind one candidate.

InNew Jersey, WoodbridgeMayor Jim M cGreevey istheDemocratic
candidate. Helost toincumbent Republican Christie Todd Whitmanin
1997 by lessthan one percentage point, in acloseracethat stunned al-
most everybody. A dogged campaigner nicknamed* robo-candidate” by
observers, McGreevey resumed steady campai gning soon after hisloss.

Acting Gov. Donald DiFrancesco and Jersey City Major Bret
Schundler are the Republican candidates who meet in aJune primary.

DiFrancesco, who probably will make hiscandidacy formal in about
amonth, isthe more moderate of thetwo and isrunning on histax cut-
ting proposals and his experience. Schundler, the more conservative
candidate, isagainst abortion and for school vouchers, offering aclear
contrast with the pro-abortion rights, anti-voucher acting governor.

Republican analysts acknowledge New Jersey istough for the GOP
becausedemographically thestateisgrowing friendlier toward Demo-
crats. Whitman and other Republican candidates got into office earlier
inthe1990safter atax revolt agai nstformer Democratic Gov. imFlorio.

“McGreevey issmart,” said Cliff Zukin, aprofessor of public policy
at Rutgers. “ He'sbeenrunning for governor sincehelost four yearsago.
... 'mtalking about every day.”

Democrats are happy with their candidate in Virginia, high-energy,
high-tech multimillionaire Mark Warner, who ran a competitive Sen-
ateracein 1996 against GOP Sen. John Warner.

But Democratsacknowledgethat Virginia, now controlled by Repub-
licans, has shown aGOPtrendin recent years.

TheRepublicansareAttorney General Mark Earley and Lt. Gov. John
Hager, members of the establishment who have run alow-key, civil
campaign. Thenomineewill be chosen at astate conventionin June.

Warner hasafortuneworth morethan $200 millionand hasraised $5
millionfrom others, suggesting hewill have plenty of money.

Theresultsof racesintheyear betweenmajor el ectionyearscansome-
timesoffer aglimpseof political trends. For examplein 1993, Republi-
cansfared well and then swept to power in Congressthe next year.

“TheRepublicansswept theVirginiaand New Jersey governorships
andtheNew York mayoralty,” said Larry Sabato, apolitical scientist at
the University of Virginia. “ It wasthefirst hint of what wasto come.”

In 2002, 34 Senate seats, including 20 held by Republicans, will be
up for grabs along with three-dozen governors' seats, with many Re-
publicansel ectedinthe GOPwaveof 1994 now leaving office. Currently
the Senate is split 50-50 and there are 29 Republican governors, 19
Democrats and two independents.

“Typically these states are considered bellwethers toward national
elections,” Gilmoresaid. “I’ m not surethat isthe casethistime. | think
the situationsin the two states may not reflect the national mood.”

EDITORS NOTE —WII Lester covers polling and politicsfor The
Associated Press.
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| find new non-punctuation style frustrating

| don’t know about you, but | still think the En-
glishlanguageshould keep someof theoldrules.

| know I’ m getting picky about it, but it used to
be much more*“ reader-friendly.”

Aml theonly onewhoishappily readingalong
when something just doesn't register because of
someone’snew ideaof punctuation.

WEell, actually, someone's new idea of “NON-
punctuation.” It istiring and time-consuming to
read asentence threeor four timesjust to decipher
itsmeaning.

Somehow we' rebecoming anation whoselan-
guage getsmoredifficult instead of easier. | sup-
posealot of it cameabout because of the speed of
computers.

Peoplefeel that thefewer “keystrokes® the bet-
ter. I'mnot surel agree.

For instance, oneof thewords| usedinthefirst
paragraph- “time-consuming.” Thecurrent trend
wouldbeto either makethat twowordsasin“time
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consuming” or, worse yet, to run the two words
together as in*“timeconsuming.” When I’ m read-
ing, those habitsjust cause my mindto stop!

Here are some examples that have stopped me
in my tracks lately. Sometimes they are just new
terms| haven't heard before- like®* moshpit.” But
usually they are words that need a hyphen.

Seeif they are clear to you at your first glance:
reassess, unironed, viceregal, contraindicated,
reascended, subeditor, subunit (submarineisn’t so
bad, but we're used to that, plusit is the name of
something, but really - subunit?), excon, restor-
ing (usedinasentencethat meant“tostoreagain”),

unman (even “un-man” causesthought), prebaby
(describingayoung couplesformer life), multistory
(mul-TIST-ory?), postriot, coopt, nonmagic,
minirefrigerator, contraindicated, univocal,
defanging, archenemy and antimale.

Now truthfully! Didn’t some of those make you
stopand scratchyour head beforeyou figured them
out? Pleasedon’t say I’ mtheonly onewho’sbeing
easily confused by thelack of ahyphen.

Just acouple more. Wouldn't overage and over-
age mean two different things? How could you
leave out the hyphen and have the meaning clear?

Leaving a hyphen out isn’t the only confusing
factor. Sometimesit is when it isinserted in the
wrong place.

| saw this divided word at end of a line- “rear-
ranging.” | think they meant*“ re-arranging,” but the
misplaced hyphen certainly leavestheimagination
wide open. (I'd really like to have said “ open-
ended.”)

Trivia ammunition for your next game show

If you want to go on agame show, here’'ssome
ammunition. But | don’twarrantittobetrue. Any-
thing that comesfromthel nternet should betaken
with morethan just agrain of salt.

If you'reatrivialover, read and enjoy.

1. Citrussoda7-UPwascreatedin1929; “ 7" was
selected because the original containers were
seven ounces. “ UP” indicated thedirection of the
bubbles.

2. Mosquito repellents don't repel. They hide
you. The spray blocks the mosquito’s sensors so
they don’t know you' rethere.

3. Dentistsrecommend that atoothbrush bekept
at least 6 feet away from atoilet to avoid airborne
particlesresulting from the flush.

4. Theliquidinsideyoung coconutscan beused
as substitute for blood plasma.

5. American car hornsbeepinthekey of F.

6. No piece of paper can befolded in half more
than seven times.

7. Donkeyskill morepeopleannually thanplane
crashes.

8. Oneinevery four Americanshasappeared on
television.

9. You burn more calories sleeping than you do
watchingtelevision.

10. Oak trees do not produce acorns until they
are50yearsof ageor older.

11. Thefirst product to have a bar code was
Wrigley’sgum.

12. Theking of heartsistheonly king without a
mustache.

13. A Boeing 747swingspan islonger than the
Wright brothers, first flight.

14. AmericanAirlinessaved $40,000in 1987 by
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eliminating one olive from each salad served in
first-class.

How much did they save by eliminating taste
fromthefood servedtothoseof uswhohavetofly
coach?

15. Venusisthe only planet that rotates clock-
wise.

16. Thefirst CD pressed in the US was Bruce
Springsteen’s“Borninthe USA.”

17. Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at
waking you up in the morning.

An appleaday keepsthe groggies away?

18. The 57 on the Heinz ketchup bottle repre-
sentsthe number of varieties of picklesthe com-
pany once had.

19. Theplasticthingsontheend of shoelacesare
called aglets.

20. Most dust particlesin your house are made
from dead skin.

21. Thefirst owner of the Marlboro company
died of lung cancer.

22.Barbi€'sfull nameisBarbaraMillicent Rob-
erts. She was named for the daughter of Barbie's
creator. Ken wasthedoll creator’s son.

23. Betsy Rossisthe only real person to ever
have been the head on aPez dispenser.

24. Michael Jordan makes more money from
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Nikeannually thanall of theNikefactory workers
in Malaysiacombined.

He probably makes more from Nike than I'll
makeinalifetime.

25. Adolf Hitler’s mother seriously considered
having an abortion but was talked out of it by her
doctor.

26. Marilyn Monroe had six toes.

27. All US Presidents have worn glasses. Some
just didn’t like being seen wearing themin public.

28. Walt Disney was afraid of mice.

29.Thesoundof E.T.walkingwasmadeby some-
one squishing her handsinjelly.

30. DebraWinger wasthevoiceof E.T.

31. Pearlsmeltinvinegar.

32. It takes 3,000 cowsto supply the NFL with
enough leather for ayear’s supply of footballs.

33. Thirty-five percent of the people who use
personal adsfor dating are already married.

34. Thethreemost val uablebrand nameson earth
are Marlboro, Coca-Cola and Budweiser, in that
order.

35. Itispossibletolead acow upstairs— but not
downstairs.

36. Theaveragelifespan of amajor |eaguebase-
ball isseven pitches.

37. A duck’s quack doesn’t echo and no one
knowswhy.

38. Thereasonfirehouseshavecircular stairways
isfrom the dayswhen the engines were pulled by
horses. Thehorseswerestabled onthegroundfloor
and figured out how to walk up straight staircases.

39.RichardMilhousNixonwasthefirst USpresi-
dent whose name contains all the letters found in
theword*“criminal.”

40. The second?William Jefferson Clinton.
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