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commentary

from other pens...

Buy more machines
easy step for reform

TheWichitaEagleon election reform:

Electionreform can beeasy. Electionreform canbehard. In Kansas,
wherethesystem generally workswell, it canbeassimpleasthrowing
some money at the problem.

Butler County commissionersrecently did thethrowing, andthey hit
their target.

L ast November, Butler had amajor el ectionmeltdown. IntheWichita
suburb of RoseHill, many votershadtowait threetofour hourstovote.
Therewere other long delaysin Andover, Augustaand El Dorado.

Part of the problem comes with the territory; Butler is not only the
state’ sfastest-growing county, itisthelargestinland area. Italsoisone
of ahandful that uses electronic voting machines. Some of those ma-
chines have been placed in distant rural areas with small numbers of
voters, leaving growing areasinthewestern part of the county with big
numbers of voters per machine.

County officials had two waysto deal with the problem:

— They could move voting machines from the county’s sparsely
populated eastern regionsto the fast-growing areas...

— They could simply buy more voting machines for the growing
areas.

County commissioners ... wisely chose Plan B. They’ll spend
$100,000 to buy 40 more voting machinesfor the county...

RoseHill Mayor DanWoydziak isespecially happy on behalf of his
community. Hesaid: 1 can’t imagine having to go through what hap-
penedin November again.”

Now hewon't haveto. Thankstothegoodwork of the Butler County
Commission and clerk, neither will thousands of other Butler voters.

TheHaysDaily Newson thelottery:

Removing an airfare subsidy for Kansas commercial airportsfrom
legislationto extendthestatel ottery isprobably for thebest. However,
the idea remains a good one, provided it brings real relief from high
airfares. ...

Theairfare subsidy hasbeen astumbling block for effortsto extend
thelottery, whichisscheduled to expire July 1, 2002, without legisla-
tive action. It was left out of the present compromise bill, which the
Senate approved...

House members, however, arekeen on keepingitin. ...

Better totakeit out and discussthe concept separately than to cloud
thelottery extension. Whether to havealottery at all and how to spend
therevenuethelottery generatescan ... and ... should be.... separateis-
sues.

...Airlineservicehe psrural communitiesand surroundingtownsfeel
lessisolated, more connected and morelivable. Businessand industry
needsthe service, but so do nonbusinesstravelers...

Thisremainsagood ideabut onethat begsfor morein-depth study.
Asanew compromise, legislatorsshould extend thel ottery, then com-
mission a comparative study of airfaresfrom all Kansas airports. Fi-
nally, they should seek theformation of atask forceto study thedatato
seewhat it would take to get airfares down and to which airports that
money would do the most good.

Only then can lawmakers know whether airfare subsidieswould be
awise useof lottery revenue...
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Did the Department of Agriculture steal more
votesthan Cook County whenit set asidethepork
checkoff? Surelookslikeit. What peopleneedis
an anti-bribery contract with the Department of
Agriculture.

Yesthat wasasbizarreasalonely spinster’scat
on aleash, but this Pork Promotion Research and
Consumer InformationAct (pork checkoff), vote
waslike dealing withthe Mafia.

Last August the big chief at the Department of
Agriculturefirst called the pork checkoff adully
sanctioned referendum, but when farmers voted
to decommission the pork checkoff, it was the
Charley Brown syndrome. Lucy jerked the ball
away again.

It didn’t matter that hog farmersthought it was
avoteand sodidthegirlsat thecounty Farm Ser-
viceAgency officeswherethevoting took place.

What happenedreally put thehicksinthesticks
up town, with the city geeks. It had all the trap-
pings of an election with a government funded
election committee for ayes vote. But when the
referendum failed just as sure as Sri Lanka, de-
bauchesits currency, the fancy guys began to do

Be cautious whe

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

My wife and | own a vacation timeshare in
Florida. Wehaveusedit for several years, but now
wewouldliketosellit. | havecomeacrossacom-
pany that hasofferedto sell it for asmall fee. The
company tells me that the market is“hot” for re-
salesand practically guarantees me aquick sale.
Since Floridaisalong way away and all the real
estateagentshavewantedlargecommissionsl am
considering using this company. Attorney Gen-
eral Stovall, beforel committoanything, canyou
tell meif thisisagoodidea?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

My Consumer Protectiondivisionisawarethat
thereareunscrupul ouscompaniesthat offer tosell
timesharesfor afee, but do not deliver what they
promise. Thesetypesof companies may contact
you by phoneor mail. Salespeoplearelikelytotell
you the market for resalesis“hot” and that their
company hasahighsuccessrateinresellingunits.
They may claim to have extensive lists of sales
agentsand potential buyers. For anadvance“list-
ing” fee, often $300 to $500, some sal espeople
promiseto sell your timesharefor apriceequal to
or greater than your purchase price. To further
enticeyou, they may offer amoney-back guaran-
tee or a$1,000 government bond if they can not
sell your timesharewithinayear. Othersofferto
purchaseyour timesharefor 80to 90 percent of its
appraisedvaueif they donot sell it withinaspeci-
fiedtime. Tothedismay of many consumers, fre-
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the mackarena, (Mexican folk dance). But they
can’'t make a sewer smell like a Smithfield hog
farm, and abarrel of NiteIn Parisperfumedid not
decontaminatethisbotched farmer’ sreferendum.

Just as sure as the Lyndon Johnson war on pov-
erty abolishedinter-city ghettostheDepartment of
Agriculture canceled the referendum vote. They
said it actually wasadiscretionary vote, meaning
it could be changed by the big Chiefette of the
Department of Agriculture. Wonder what they
would have said if it hadn’t failed?

Market promotion checkoffs have always been
aprocessorspolitical sush fund—and the mob of
IBPand Cargill isasAmerican asthefuturesmar-
ket.

Well that doesn’t do it. The nullification of the
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guently thecompany endsupwiththeir money and
the consumer is stuck with thetimeshare.

If youwant to resell your timeshareand are ap-
proached by a company offering to help, you
should take some precautions. | discourage you
fromagreeingtoanything over thephoneuntil you
have had achanceto check out thecompany. The
best way to dothisistoask thesal espersonto send
you written materials, including the money-back
guarantee and references of recent sales. If the
salesperson refuses or otherwise uses high-pres-
suresal estacticstoget youtoagreeover thephone,
seethisasaredflagandrefusetodobusinesswith
this company. If the salesperson agrees to send
material sinwriting, taketimetoreview themate-
rialscarefully. Find out wherethe company islo-
cated and doesbusiness. Contact the Better Busi-
nessBureau, Attorney General andlocal consumer
protectionagenciesinthestatewherethecompany
islocated andinquireastoif any complaintshave
been made against the company. Also, ask if the
company’s salespeople are licensed to sell real
estateinthestatewhereyour timeshareislocated.
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vote on pork checkoffs chapped hog farmersmore
than abureaucrat that could not spend the peopl €'s
money.

But history does repeat itself, just like pork
producers.Wheat farmers back in 1964 wondered
if they livedinademocraticrepublicorif it wasthe
Soviet Union. A clonetothejust failed wheat ref-
erendumwasfast trackedthough Congress, and that
was the beginning of the free-food pentagon (big
five food processors). They got the government
subsidy and farmersgot $1.20 wheat.

Votingisafundamental bulwark of al our rights.
Somesay they don’t vote becausethat just encour-
ages them. Others say it is adisgrace that 50 per-
cent of the people don’t vote.

Well we are not a third world nation where ev-
eryoneisrequiredto vote. Thereare placesin this
worldwhereit doesn't matter if itisabutterfly bal-
lot. They don’t need to read the ball ots, the ball ots
are already marked. Just the mere fact they were
therethey surely wanted to vote Y ES, they would
say. Soall thesefancy guysneedisJim Crow!!
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n reselling vacation time shares

Then, verify that information with the statelicens-
ing board.

Also, remember that you have several other re-
sale options. You may try selling your timeshare
yourself by placing an ad in anewspaper or maga-
zZineor contacting areal estate agent familiar with
that area. Althoughreal estateagentsdo maketheir
livingfrom salescommissions, they do not receive
acommissionuntil theunitissold, whichmeansyou
do not run therisk of losing out on a“listing” fee
that many questionable companiesrequire. There
also are programs that set up exchanges of time
shares. For afeethese programs allow you to ar-
range trades with other resort unitsin different lo-
cations.

If youfeel that youmay havebeentaken by atime-
share resale company, contact my Consumer Pro-
tection division at 1-800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Stovall offer sthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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JONT GoTHER DAVDY
NOW, HES Hap A WARD
DAY OF DEMOLISHING
ANCIENT GIANT
BUDVHA STATUES
IN BAMIYAN.
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