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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Money for schools:
How much Is enough?

Schooals. . . theissue of the hour, the day, the year, in Kansas.

Gov. Bill Graveswaitsuntil near theend of the | egidlative sessionto
throw out hisplanfor schools. Thegovernor wantsto morethan double
theincrease he proposed at the start of the session, from $50 per pupil
t0 $110.

Todothat, he'll haveto persuadethe Housetoincrease both thefuel
tax (by 2 cents) and the salestax (by .2 of 1 percent).

Speaker Kent Glasscock, who like alot of peoplewould like to be
governor after Graves, sayshe’ snot suretheconservativel ower cham-
ber will bite.

Of course, nothing ever gets done until theend of the sessionin To-
peka, at least not anything important like school finance . The gover-
nor probably just saved hisproposal from languishingincommitteefor
weeks.

ButtheL egidatureisgoingtohavetomakeupitsmindabout schools.
Doesthe school system really need that much more money, or doesit
just sound good?

WEe' re still not betting on atax increase.

Why the gasoline tax? To free up some of the“ mandatory transfer”
money the L egislature promised from the general fund to pay for the
current 10-year highway program.

After you remove colleges and universities, public education and
roads, thereisn’'t much left of the state budget. And it'salwaysafight
to seewhich of the Big Threewill get thelion’sshare of the pie.

TheL egidature shifted money fromthegeneral fund, whereeduca-
tion usually hasfirst claim, to pay for the*out” years of the highway
planit passed last year. Now schools may get some of that back.

Part of Graves’ plan that probably won't fly: All-day kindergarten,
which has not caught on asan issue. For one thing, though the gover-
nor is behind it, there is no major push for the change, it's expensive
and there'sbeen no showing that it will really help children.

Maybeit’sjust one more step toward afully regimented childhood,
wherekidsgoto school year-around and parentswork day and night to
pay for it.

Isthat wherewewant to go?

Leftwiththecrustin Graves' priorities: Higher education. Colleges
havebeentoldtotightentheir beltsagainthisyear. M ost haveannounced
hiring freezes while watching the Statehouse debate on how much to
increase K-12 budgets.

The professors cannot be happy.

Andinthewings, the“medium-size” school districts, led by Salina
and itssuperintendent, Gary Norris. The medium schools (most al of
them smaller than the urban districtsand larger than Class4A) want a
much bigger shareof theschool pie. They chaff at theextramoney going
to urban and rural schoolsand want alot morefor themselves.

The mediums have been suing the state and have no plans to back
off. They say the Graves planis nice, but not enough. Stay tuned. —
Seve Haynes
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All but avery few select committeeswill beal-
lowedto meet startingWednesday totheend of our

2001 session. Wewill meet for about two weeks [

inApril andMay tofinalizeactionsonbillspassed
by both the House and Senate. Everythingisfo-
cusing on achieving “compromise” onthediffer-
encesin bills passed in both houses.

Youhaveheard"ad hausea” that educationisthe
singlemostimportantissueof thesessionandthat
may be true. However, we still have to get the
Governor tosignontothe KAN-ED proposal that
has changed considerably in the last week. The
deployment of that technology is critical to my
district.

School financeandincreasesinthebasestateaid
isalso critical for us. We also need to assure our
water rightsand do all we canto empower our lo-
cal business to be successful in the changing
economy we are beginning to experience. Edu-
cation is one of the most important but not the
“single’ most important.

| reluctantly supported an $11 billionroad pro-
gram and initiativelast session becausethelarge
majority of my district wanted meto do anything
toenhanceour roadsand createbetter accesstoour
towns. | and others (Senator Clark, Rep. John
Faber and Rep. Ral ph Ostmeyer) havebeendoing
all we canto help eliminate the problems created
by closure of K-27 through Goodland. Daysand
daysof meetingshavebeen heldduringthelast one
and ahalf years both publicly and privately with
Department of Transportation officialsand |ead-

® capitol review

ersinthecountiesinvolvedwiththeroad program.
All that can bedoneisbeing doneto makethat road
project as painless as possible for businesses de-
pendent on traffic on K-27. Part of thereason for
providing my vote to the Department of Trans-
portation’s and Governor’s road program hinged
onastatement to assuremethat total closureof K-
27 or aproper bypasswould be madeto “ keep the
traffic flowing.” We may not see that assurance
fulfilled. | amfrustrated just asyou are.

| amhavingall sortsof problemsfinding support
for ameasly $100+ million to help our schools.
Eleven billion dollars for roads and only $100+
millionfor school s? Something seemswrongwith
that picture.

Again, | restatethat educationisthemostimpor-
tant issue of the year. At least according to our
Governor and amagjority of the members of the
legislature. We aretalking abit over $100 million
out of a$9hillion statebudget? Jimmy (me) isnot
a happy camper about that. We need to put our
money whereour mouthisandfund educationand
let our teachersteach. How can we say education
isthe most important issuewhen it isnot funded?

t the only issue

Surewill beinterestingto seewhat projectsreceive
themost funding thisyear. That will point to what
the Executive and Legidlative branchesreally be-
lieve are most important.

| am very impressed with the quality of teachers
intheschoolsl havevisited. When permittedtodo
what they do best (teach), reduce their paperwork
requirementsand“ busywork,” classroomlearning
risesaccordingly. Itismy hopethisyear represents
the beginning of amore supportiverather than pu-
nitive support for educators and our educational
system. My education chairman, Rep. Ralph Tan-
ner, passionately believes education is not being
fairly treated. | agree.

Lookslikewewill get $50 millionmorefor emer-
gency loansfor farmers(total of $100 million) but
thatisstill only adropinthebucket of what weneed.
Agricultureissuesare beginning to be taken more
seriously thaninthepast. That bodeswell for usin
thefarmareasof Kansas. | alsobelievethat wewill
be better treated with our declining enrollment,
water issues, economic problems and receive fair
treatment from the legidlature.

If you desire more information or have com-
ments, suggestionsor whatever pleasecontact me.
| do appreciate hearing fromyou. Itisnotimpor-
tant that you agreewith meor mewith you. | need
toknow your thoughtsand argumentsto better rep-
resent your positions on issues before me. Thank
you very much for your support and confidence. |
will continueto work hard on your behalf.

mail to://[jmorriso@ink.org

All our students deserve more recognition

Wow! The people who didn’t get to go to the
Junior and Senior High concert Thursday really
missed a great night of entertainment. Unfortu-
nately, these young people don’t get the recogni-
tionthey deserve.

Athletics are great, but the music these young
people are learning and the instruments they are
learning to play will be with them long after any
of thesportsplayers(thefewwhoactually play be-
yond college) are battered and retired.

However, | havetosay: | think CharleneMangus
madeavery good point. Why can’t our school dis-
trict (andtheathl etic department) giveequal treat-
ment to all of the students who participate in any
extracurricular activity? If the cheerleadersget a
freetrip why not the school (Pep) band?

Both themusic and theathletic participantscan
get scholarshipsfor college; however, sofew ath-
letescangobeyond collegewithathletics(pro-ball
as-it-were). Thesamecould be said for theyoung
people who are in the band and choir but, if they
choseto, peopleinthebandand choir canplay their
instrumentsand sing long after theathl etehasl ost
hisor her ability to play the game. | want to point
out that the band (and choir) directors are under-
paid and work hard and long to get to where they
are— asareall our teachers.

Please! Understand! I’ mnot knocking athletics,
I’m just saying why can’t the band get the same
privileges? | think athletics are wonderful. In all
fairness though, not everybody has the ability to
participatein sports, nor doeseverybody havethe
ability to participatein band. You haveto gowith
your talent.

Thursday’ sconcert wasonly two hours, but they
were great. We heard the Jazz band (wow!), then
(tooshort atime) withthechoir, thenthejunior high
and then the high school bands. I'm afraid that
some people don't realize how hard these young
peoplework tolearn how to play aninstrument or
totraintheir voices. The money that can be made
in music can be good, too. Personally, | think pro
ball players are paid way too much. Why can’t
teachers get better pay?

| havethe pleasure of personally knowing sev-
eral of theseyoung people. Not excluding my own
talented son, whoisamember of theéeliteclarinet
section of the Junior High school band, but also, |
know threegirlswho, not only singlikeangels, but
at least onewho can play morethan oneinstrument.
The ability and effort to play one instrument is
something,, but to be able to play two or moreis
real dedication to music and art. These young
peopl edeservethesametreatment and recognition
astheathletic participantsdo. They definitely de-
serve more recognition than they get now. The

Letter to the Edi

from our
readers

® to the editor

band had norecognitionintheJunior High School
year book last year. Why? Will that be corrected
thisyear?

Onelastthing: Asidefromthecost of thetripthe
band took, thereisal so fatigue from lack of sleep
and rest they (the Pep band) were kept from be-
causethey couldn’t get therest they, too, needed,
intransit. All theparticipantsshould begivenequal
treatment. Yes, | am partial totheband, but fairis
fair.

| alsothink thereshouldbeegual billing (adver-
tising) for concertsaswell. (What say you paper)
| believe peopleother thanMom and Dad, Grand-
mother and Granddad, woul d enjoy theseconcerts.
These young people do awonderful job of enter-

Goodland

Dear Editor,

Thearticleabout meintheFriday, March9, Good-
land Daily Newsdoes not accurately say who | an
and | think everybody who knowsme can proveit

| do think Goodland is different from my home
inltaly, butthat doesn’tmeanitisbador that | don’
likeit. I’'m enjoying every single day of thisyear
and!’mnothomesick. | likelivingin Goodland anc
most of all | likelivingwithmy family here. Wehave
awonderful timetogether and the picture with the
article showsit.

| never, ever said |’ drather betherethan hereanc
I think that, if I could goback, | would makethesame
choice, no matter where they would send me. My
concernisthat, although | seemy lifein ltaly, tha
doesn’'t make Goodland abad place.

My stay herehasbeenavery positiveexperience
| would liketo thank all the peoplewho have made
this possible and thefriendsthat know methe way
| am.

taining us. The concertsinthepark inthe Spring  CristinaBertelli
aregreat too. | certainly hopeweget onethisyear.  Goodland
RonAsbury
berry’'s world
STRESS

<P (U0,

© 2001 by NEA, Inc.

PLPARTISANSH\C

www.comics.com

© 2001 by NEA. Inc.




