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commentary
from other pens...
Democrats promise
nonstop campaign

By Will Lester

Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Democrats say they need to start an election
winning streak after seeing power slip away over the past six years.

National party Chairman Terry McAuliffe poured dozens of staff-
ers, poll watchers and money for phone banksinto a special Pennsyl-
vania Senate el ection earlier thisweek.

Republicans note the Democratic effort failed.

“We'rein full campaign mode, and we won't stop until we see a
Democrat win theWhite Housein 2004,” McAuliffesaid.

He'spledging hel pfromthenational party thisyearingovernors races
inVirginiaand New Jersey and for mayors' racesinNew York and L os
Angeles. Victories could provide Democrats with momentum for the
midtermelectionsfor Congressandthreedozen governorshipsin2002.

Republicans say the Democrats' aggressive, nonstop campaign ap-
proach in both state and local racesis more noise than substance.

TheRepublicansprefer tokeeptheir futureplanstothemsel ves, pro-
videfinancial help asneeded and build local campaign operations.

McAuliffeins ststheinvolvement of theDemocratic National Com-
mittee at all levelswill befar higher thaninthe past.

TheRepublican leadershipiswatching the Democrats' effort witha
of curiosity and skepticism.

“We've heard alot of talk and posturing coming out of Washington
inrecentweeks,” national Republican ChairmanJmGilmoresaid, “ but
weknow hard work at the grass-roots level and good candidates spell
victory at the polls, and they proved that in Pennsylvania.”

Democratstargeted the state Senate campaignin aheavily Republi-
can district that Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore won in
November. Polling had suggested the Demacrat in the race, attorney
Melissa Maxman, was within striking distance of Republican Ted
Erickson, executive director of Delaware County.

Erickson beat Maxman on Tuesday by 60 percent to 40 percent.

McAuliffesaid evenunsuccessful effortslikethisbuild uptheparty.

“The (national) Democratic Party will beinvolved inracesall over
the country,” he said. McAuliffe has pledged training for local party
aides, national staff help for local and state elections and moderniza-
tion of state party computer technology and extensivefinancia help.

Gilmore said the GOPwastaking adifferent tack.

“Our approach has been to rely on people within the community it-
self, thoserunningintheraces, asopposedto sendingin shock troops,”
hesaid, noting the national GOP providesfinancial hel pwhen needed.
“Wewill certainly watch the Democrats swooping down on races.”

Thedifferenceinthestylesof thetwo appearsmatchedtotheir tasks.
Gilmorewantsto hold theRepublican advantagenational ly andinmany
states, whilebuilding and diversifying the party base. McAuliffemust
chip away at the Republicans' edgewhile stoking theenergy and frus-
tration Democratsfelt after the disputed presidential election.

At thelocal level, Democrats say they have been pleased with the
help they’ re getting from the national party.

FloridaDemocratic chairman Bob Poesaid he* hastalked morewith
the national party inthelast six weeksthaninthe previoussix years.”

StateRepublicanssay their national party hel pswhenneeded, includ-
ingwithnational staffersand expertise, but oftenleaves|ocal elections
inthehandsof locals. New Jersey GOP Chairman Chuck Haytaiansaid
the national GOP will provide whatever help is needed. In past elec-
tions, “if we needed bellsand whistles, we got them,” he said.

In Pennsylvania, GOP officialsweren’t impressed.

“Based ontheresults, we' reencouraging the Democratsto do thisat
every turn,” said David James, executive director of the Pennsylvania
Republicans. “We had agood chuckle.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspolling and politicsfor The
Associated Press.
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| don’t know about you, but | plan to plan my
funeral beforel die.

I’ve had it on my list of thingsto do for along
time, but it keepsgetting put ontheback burner. |
suppose that’s because |, like most people, think

thatitisn't a“priority item.” We think we have

plenty of time.

A lot of our livesare spentignoring thefact that
death can actually happen to us personaly. We
make old peopleout to becomic figuresuntil one
day we awaketo realize that we are now “one of
them” - asenior citizen, an OLD PERSON.

That usually happenswhensomeclerk (whomy
father would have called “Not wet behind the
ears’) callsus“Maam” or “Sir” or gives usthe
senior discount without even asking us!

Then afriend or loved onedies, and werealize
that a wonderful person is gone and the world
hardly skippedabeat. Lifegoeson, history keeps

If President Bush was serious during his cam-
paignabout restoringintegrity totheWhiteHouse,
he ought to be standing on the steps of the Capitol
preaching thegood newsof the campaign finance
reform bill that hit the Senate floor Monday.

Sofar, wehaven't heard apeep.

Simply put, we cannot have faith in theinteg- [

rity of any of our elected officials, including the
president, without radically changing the way
politicians pay for their campaigns.

“Thisisasystem of legalized bribery andlegal -
ized extortion,” Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said
to The San Francisco Chronicle seditorial board,
repeating the message he has been delivering to
mostly deaf earsfor yearsnow.

McCain and Sen. Russ Feingold, D-Wis., co-
sponsorsof thebill, know their support insidethe
Beltway is still just lukewarm; what incentive
would politicians who have been well-served by
thissystem haveto changeit?

SoMcCainand Feingold havebeentravelingthe
country, bringing their message directly to the
people. A well-informed publicwill makeit more
difficult for politicians to continue to oppose the
bill onthebasisof freespeech. They equatemoney
with free speech.

“AT& T gavethesameamount of money toeach
(political) party,” McCain pointed out. “Is that
schizophrenia, or do they want influence?’

We know the answer. Yet AT& T's influence-

i i,

hat about those plans we keep putting off?
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being written (and often|later, revised), and before
longwhenthat personismentioned, someonewill
say, “WHO?" At thosetimes, we might beginto
contemplate our mortality, but westill can’t visu-
alizetheworld without usinit.

We have a need to feed our egos, to feel con-
vinced that we are important, that what we do
wouldn't get doneif wedidn’t doit, that what we
do truly mattersto theworld. And weignorethe
Onewhoseplan keepstheworldfrom spinning off
itsaxisand whirling into space.

peddling is completely legal under our current
regulations.

If the American public had any doubt about the
connection between special interest contributions
andour politicians biaseddecisions, it surely was
wiped away in the aftermath of former President
Clinton’s pardon decisions.

Among those pardoned, including the now-in-
famousMarc Rich, morethanafew had ponied up
someseriouscontributionsto Clinton’sparty or his
wife’'sU.S. Senatecampaignor tohispresidential
library.

Clinton’spardonswereonly thelatest and bol d-
est examples of what goeson every day in Wash-
ington.“What Clintondid, that’sbribery,” McCain
said, smiling. “We Republicans practice extor-
tion.” Infact, they all practiceextortion, hitting up
one corporation after another for donations.

| remember at the Demoacratic National Conven-
tionlast summer watchingthiscorporate-political
dancewith naiveamazement. Companiesthat had
legislation pending before Congress paid for the

We areimportant to God; we can be part of his
plan. Butwea soareamerespecksinHisuniverse,
and Hecanaccomplish Hisdesignwithout us. Paull,
in Romans, says, “not to think of ourselves more
highly thanweoughttothink.” Ourworthisinthe
love, thestrength and theplan of God. Themeager
accomplishments we have in the world are only
worthwhilewhen magnified by Hisgoodness.

Weoftenthink of aperson’ sworthbeing reflected
in the crowd, or lack of it, at the person’s funeral.
In God’s eyes, every personisequally important,
and many of hisloved onesdiealoneand without &
memorial service, their loving hearts unheral ded.

A friend of mine, who impartsalot of love and
wisdomtomy life, once put thewholethingin per-
spectivefor me. Hesaid, “ No matter how success-
ful you are, ultimately, your funeral’s size will be
decided by the weather.”

Think about it.

bribery

mountains of prawns and rivers of margaritas at
partiesin honor of the very politicianswho would
be voting on the legislation. And this, too, is now
perfectly legal.

If we don’'t change the system, rich people will
always have a megaphone and poor people &
muzzle. If wedon't changethe system, politicians
— or at least many of them— will alwaysbemak-
ing decisionsintheir donors' bestinterestsinstead
of ours.

“1"mworried about youngA mericansbei ng mo-
tivated tovote, to serve, to runfor public office, be
apart of the political system,” McCain said. “I
learned onthecampaigntrail that young Americans
are eager to serve their communities, their neigh-
borhood, their friends. But they do not want to be
involvedinthepalitical processwhenthey seethat
they are not represented, and it’s not a system that
they can admire.”

Theanswer isnot tothrow up our handsandsigh,
“That'spolitics.” Thetruthisthat we hold theulti-
matepower over our €l ected officials, yet too many
of usdo not useit.

It'stimeto send a clear message to Washington
that, OK, we might not have thick enough wallets
to gain access to the halls of Capitol Hill, but the
voting boothisopentoall.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

To prevent a crash, beef up the tax cut

By Donald Lambro

Guest columnist

WASHINGTON — Last week’sdeep plungein
theDow sent political tremorsthroughtheranksof
Republicans, many of whom now say that President
Bush’stax cuts need to be beefed up if they areto
provide any stimulus to this year’s sluggish
economy.

Even before the Dow’sfall to below 10,000 on
March 14, there were signs of fear and insecurity
among GOPleadersthat theU.S. economy i stank-
ing and that Bush's gradually phased-in, six-year
tax-cut planwill offer virtually nostimulusthisyear
(amere $5.6 billion in a$10 trillion economy) to
haltitsdecline.

Republicanleaderswho spearheaded Bush'stax-
cut plan through the House earlier this month had
been talking up the need for a stronger first-year
stimulus, but they kept totheWhiteHousemessage
and stood behind the plan that is now before the
Senate. But all that changed last week, when apan-
icked Wall Street went into a steep slide and new
indicators showed the economy growing weaker.

That’swhenHouseMgjority L eader Dick Armey,
aneconomicsprofessor by trade, decidedtoact. The
economy isin adangerous state, he told his col-
leagues, andthepresident’s$1.6trillion planneeds
to bedramatically enlarged, perhapsto $2 trillion.
It was time to go public with his concerns, so he
sounded thealarm.

In a memorandum to his House colleagues,
Armey deliveredasurprisingly blunt reappraisal of
the president’s plan, which he had helped push
throughtheHousewith highhopes. Now hesaysthat
Bush'splanis*agoodstart. But hisplanwasdrafted
in 1999, when the economy was much stronger.”

Whilethepresident continuesto characterizethe
economy as" sputtering,” Armey hasamuch stron-
ger description: “aneconomicemergency.” Andhe
thinks that the Bush plan istoo timid in the short-
termto deal withit.

Thestock market’ ssharp decline* againshowsus
that wemust consider amuch larger tax cut. Today,
circumstances have fundamentally changed,” he
said in hismemo.

Bush may still be saying that the size and struc-
ture of hisplanare“just right,” but Armey —ina
break with the White House line— no longer be-
lievesthat. Heistelling his party that it should not
tieitself to the president’s tax-cut numbers or the
timing of the cuts.

“We should no longer berestricted by aproposal
or atax-cut number that was not designed for the
situation we face today,” the House Republican
leader said.

Armey’sbreak withtheadministrationabout what
isneededtorevivetheeconomy isthelatestinase-
ries of doubts expressed by Bush’'s GOP alliesin
Congress and even his economic adviser in the
White House.

House Speaker DennisHastert and SenateM gjor-
ity Leader Trent Lott are similarly fearful that the
U.S. economy isbeing pulled downby paniconWall
Street and the rapid deterioration of major global
economiesfrom Japanto Europe. They believethat
stronger medicine is needed to boost businessin-
vestment. Both are calling for making a cut in the
tax on capital gains part of thetax plan.

But when | asked Karl Rove, the president’stop
political adviser, about that, hethrew cold water on
any kind of capital-gainstax cuts. Capital gainsrates
“have already been reduced. The president thinks

that thefirst priority isto get the income-tax rates
down,” Rovetold me.

Even White House economic adviser Larry
Lindsey, the architect of Bush's tax-cut plan, con-
fided to merecently that he wished " thetax cut was
larger inthefirst year.” When | asked himif he be-
lieved that the Bush plan as passed by the House
would turn the economy around this year, his omi-
nousresponsewas" | have no opinion.”

TheWhite Houseisdescribing thetax-cut planas
“the economic recovery plan,” and its across-the-
board income-tax cutswill certainly strengthen the
economy over the next six years, with most of the
cuts occurring in the final two or three years. But
most economists do not think it will do much this
year, as layoffs mount, the technology sector im-
plodes, Americans watch their 401(k) and mutual
funds shrink, and consumer confidence plummets.

“This piece of thetax cuts doesn’'t pump alot of
money into theeconomy immediately. It snot atax
cut that isdesigned, asit were, to pull our economy
out of arecession. It's designed to be a significant
benefit to build consumer confidence,” Martin Re-
gdlia, chief economist at theU.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, told me.

Regaliathinksthecurrent tax-cut planwill havee
long-term“ sal utary effect onthemarket psychol ogy
we' reseeing.” But, likeLarry Lindsey, hethinksthat
“it would be better to have this tax cut more front-
|oaded than back-loaded, which would have more
of ajump-start impact on the economy.”

That'swhat Armey thinks, too. Thisisnot atime
for“timidity” intax-cut policy, hetoldhiscolleagues.
If Republicans do not act more boldly to get this
economy back on track sooner, “the public won't
forgivethem” in next year'selections, he said.



