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It's going to be a busy spring if
thingskeep up at thesamepacethey
are starting off, so far. On the first
day of spring, which was mighty
fine, if youwant my opinion, there
wasapotluck at theBrewster Com-
munity Church.

This was to honor the Brewster
boyswhowere 1A champsinbasket-
ball. There was a good crowd of
coaches, players, friends, parents
and grandparents of theteam mem-
berspresent.

I’ve also heard it rumored there
wasabig, friendly, whitedogthat ate
thefood that happenedtolandinits
vicinity.

It must havebeenabusy night, be-
causethenext day thechurchlostits
steeple! Isthat thesameas*“ flipping
itslid?’

| know therewasaleak under the
structure, so I'm sure there were
other reasonsfor thisevent tooccur.
It sure makes a difference in the
looks of things, though.

Itwill probably beover beforethis
makes the paper, but the Craft Ped-
dler is having a big Spring Open
House, on March 24 and 25. Hope
you were abl e to take advantage of
all thebargainsand fresh craftideas,
plusthedrawingsfor prizes.

Just in case you are wondering
about theBob Rosspainting classes,
they will be held on Saturday, June
23 and Sunday, June 24.

| have seen some of theresultsof
these classes, and the enjoyment of
thosewho participated, and | believe
it would beaspirit lifter for anyone
that wantsto* create” their ownmas-
terpiece. Stopinand sign up, if you
areinterested.

OK, now for morethingsthat are
coming up. On Wednesday, alocal
lady will be celebrating her 80th
birthday and we know she would
enjoy gettingacard|etting her know
you arethinking of her.

Kay Norton is having the special
day and her addressisP.O. Box 254,
Brewster, Kan. 67732. Happy birth-

day, Kay!

It's going to be a busy, busy spring
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Also, another lady that would en-
joy acardisMaxineMoore, in care
of LanternPark Manor, Colby, Kan.
67701.

Her 84th birthday is on Tuesday
and I’'m sure it would perk up her
spiritstoknow that othersarethink-
ing about her.

At5p.m. on Sunday the Brewster
LionsClub and the Northwest Kan-
sasHeritage Center will behavinga
community box supper inthe south
gym of the Brewster School.

Col. Maynard Bane will auction
off thedecorated boxesandthefunds
raised will be used for community
service, maintenance and improve-
ments for the Heritage Center Mu-
seum and Library in Brewster.

It just seems like yesterday that |
was reminding you of last year’s
City Wide Garage Saleand now it’s
time for this year’s. Start looking
over your belongingsand sortingout
the ones you don’t use much, any-
more.

It might be just the “ necessity”
that thefellow downthestreet needs.
And, maybe your neighbor will de-
cideitistimetogetridof that power
tool that you have been wanting.
Anyway, thefirst Saturday in June
is going to be here before we know
it.

Here's another reminder of the
“55 and Alive” driving course that
will be held at the Brewster Senior
Center on April 17 and 18. We've
had a few people sign up and we
hope we get more.

Therearesomeinsurancecompa-
niesthat will lower insurance rates
alittleif youtakethisprogram. But
even if it doesn’t cut your rate, the
purposeisto save alife and that is
worth alot more than adiscount on
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your insurance,
isn't it? | hope to
hear from you.

Areyou tired of
hearingaboutall the
events coming up?
Well, nowwe' |l talk
about some of the
thingsthat Brewster folkshavebeen
doing.

I’'m happy to report that Susan
Montaglio is on the mend and is
lookinglikeshefeelsvery good. Her
hospital stay helped get her on her
feet and wehopethesamethingwill
happen to Corky Wolfe.

He has been in the hospital for a
few days. Wehopeheisgoingtofeel
much better when he gets home.
Cliff Starkey has also had a stay in
the hospital and we hope heisfeel-
ing better, too.

WilmaBurk enjoyed having her
sister, AlmaWondersee, from Den-
ver, spendafew dayswith her. Alma
cameto Brewster with somefriends
whoweregoingto Oakley for afew
days. So it worked out good for
Wilmaand Almato havealittlere-
union.

Frances Jones was able to spend
time with some of her family. She
went to Olathe, Wetmore and To-
peka for visits with her daughters
and grandkids. She says she also
enjoyed playing with her great-
grandchildren and I'll bet the kids
had fun, too.

Ruth and Duane Jones said their
daughter, MonnaRose, and her hus-
band, MikeBlank, fromNew Caney,
Texas, were in Brewster for afew
days. The Blank’s sons and their
familieswerealso here.

Ruth said the boys, Caleb and
Aaron, helped her with some tasks
that needed done. It sureisnicefor
theseyoungfolkstolendahandwith
choresthat arejust alittle too diffi-
cultfor ustodoasweget older, isn't
it?

That’s about it for now. So, we
hopeeveryonehasagood week and
we'll seeyou al next time.

LEAWOOD, Kan. (AP) — Mother
Nature had ahand inthe arrest of two
teen-age girls, both barefoot and one
naked asthey fled police.

While trying to get away, the girls
ran into a suburban yard filled with
pine cones, which slowed them down
enough for policeto catch them.

Police said that after talking to the
14- and 15-year-old KansasCity, Mo.,
girlsthey caughtin Leawood, officers
began unraveling a theft ring that
preyed on carsleft running unattended
in two other suburbs, Prairie Village
and Overland Park.

Police found four stolen carsin
Johnson County and K ansas City and
arrested three girls and a 19-year-old
Kansas man.

Officers were looking for three
teenageboysMonday evening. Noone
had been charged.

Police said they got their first break
when a Prairie Village man saw agirl
drive away lurchingly in his 1989
Honda Accord, which has a manual
transmission. That happened about
7:15a.m. Monday, minutesafter some-
one had stolen a 1993 Nissan Sentra
that had been warming up two blocks
away.

PrairieVillage Cpl. WesL ovett saw
the Sentra and followed it into Lea-
wood, where the driver noticed him
and stomped on the accelerator, he
said.

When Lovett caught upwiththecar,
threegirlsbailed outandran.Anofficer
arrested al12-year-old KansasCity girl
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nearby.

Lovett and Leawood Officer John
Freeman ran after two other suspects.

The 15-year-old girl, who police
believewasdrivingthe Sentra, lost her
shoes as she leapt from one yard to
another. Her 14-year-old companion
began the chase barefoot. As she
scrambled over fences, her clothesgot
snagged and were ripped off.

“Her dress got caught on one of
them, and then she jumped another,
and her underwear pretty much came
off there,” Lovett said.

The girls gave up in a back yard
strewn with pine cones.

“They had slowed down quite a bit
because of the barefoot situation and
the pine conesituation,” Lovett said.

A manbrought aT-shirtfor thenude
girl as police arrested the suspectsin
hisyard.

PolicefoundtheAccord parked near
the house where it had been stolen.
They think the 14 year old abandoned
it because she couldn’t operate the
manual five-speed transmission.

L ater Monday, Overland Park detec-
tives tracked two cars that had been
stolenfromtheir city early inthemorn-

Pine cones stop fleeing barefoot girls

ing to a house in Kansas City, Mo.
While the detectives waited for Kan-
sas City officers, an adult came home
from work early, and three teenage
boys ran from the house. They drove
off in a stolen 2000 Mercedes sport
utility vehicle as the detectives fol-
lowed them in an unmarked car.

A Kansas City officer chased the
SUV but broke off the pursuit because
the speed was unsafe, police said. Of-
ficerslater foundthe SUV parkedat an
apartment complex and werelooking
for thethreeboys, 14t0 17 yearsold.

Policearrestedal19-year-old manat
ahousewherethey alsofound astolen
1999 Toyota Solara.

They were still looking for a 2000
Nissan Maximathat had been stolen
about the sametime asthe Solaraand
the SUV.

Detectivesthink the seven suspects
began driving around Prairie Village
and Overland Park about 5a.m. Mon-
day, looking for carsleft running un-
attended.

Policeareinvestigatingwhether the
suspects are connected to a series of
similar car theftsin thetwo citiesear-
lier thismonth.
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GARDINER ANGUSRANCH
22ND ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

Saturday, April 7, 2001 « 10 a.m.
AT THE RANCH « ASHLAND, KANSAS

SELLING 825 HEAD
325BULLS

70 New Design 036 sons ® 55 Precision 1680 sons
35 Plowman sons ® 35 GAR Commitment sons
® 20 Emulation 6148 sons

500 FEMALES
20 Donors ® 55 Two-Year-Old Cows with Heifer Calves
22 Spring Calving Pairs ® 175 Bred Heifers ® 65 Spring ET Heifers
85 Commercial Bred Heifers
GARDINER ANGUS RANCH « ASHLAND, KANSAS

Henry: (620) 635-2932 ® Fax: (620) 635-2930
Mark: (620) 635-2760

Greg: (620) 635-2752 ® Garth: (620) 635-2361

www.gardinerangus.com ®  e-mail: gar@ucom.net

Time flying by for retiree

Another week has gone by and it
will soon be April 1. The year 2001
will be afourth over. It's hard to
fathom where the time has flown to.
Peopl e keep asking me how | enjoy
retirement. My usual answer is, “I’ve
not hadtimeto ‘retire’ asl seemtobe
ashbusy asbefore.”

The thing that amazes meisthat |
haven’t gotten morework donethan |
did when | was working full-time. |
guessoneuseshisor hertimeinadif-
ferent manner. Atleastyoureally don't
have atime schedule that you haveto
pace your daily work on.

Maybewhentheweather decidesto
get better and stay that way, | canplan
todo somethingsthat itisn'treally fit
to do now. | did have acouple of men
rakemy front yardwhichmakesitlook
much better. | then spent a couple of
afternoonsworkinginmy flower beds
as my tulips, daffodils, hyacinth and
crocusareup. Someareeven budding
out and some are in bloom. | didn’t
uncover themall theway and I’ mglad
| didn’t do more sincetheweather has
been lessthan nice since Friday.

Theonething | did accomplishwas
tostirupallergiestothedust and moldy
|leaves—something | do each spring.

Ohwell, I’'ll get over them assoon as|
get therest of the flower beds cleaned
up.

I’ve received some reports about
Goodland people who are having
medical problems. Sally Farrisstill in
Denver and will be there for a short
time following some surgery. You
might drop her acard at her local ad-
dresssoitwill bewaiting for her when
she getshome.

EdLinvilletoldmeMarthaismuch
happier herein Goodland, asishe. He

1]an

can see her everyday and eat meals
with her at noon and sometimesin the
evening. Heenjoysnot havingtotravel
asfar ashedid before. Best wishesto
them both.

Biff Young broke an arm, had sur-
gery in Denver and was staying with
her daughter Tiffini in Greeley, Colo.
My latest report isthat things are not
going aswell asshe had hoped. Sheis
very uncomfortablewith that arm and
will beseeingthesurgeonthisweek to
seeif thereisanything elsethey cando
for her. Her mom, Elaine Thompson,
is doing pretty good and | hope both
will be feeling much better shortly.

I’ve really no news as many of the
familiesintownwerelookingforward
to this week, since it’s spring break
fromschooal. | know that some4-H kids
wereto go skiing for afew days.

| heard several talk of going out-of-
townfor afew days, namely to Denver
and Colorado Springs. They plannedto
just take in the sights, do some shop-
pingandjust enjoy afew daysasafam-
ily. The spring break means | don’t
have to do my usual Monday ment-
oring.

| didn’t get to the Goodland Senior
Center’smonthly potluck meal asl was
involved with church work on Satur-
day morning. At noon, my friend,
LucilleNash, and | wenttothepancake
feed put on by the Knights of Colum-
bus. Father Schneider joined us for
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lunchandweall enjoyed
thefare. | did visit with
severa peopleat thefeed
and then went home to
do some more work for
the church and some pa-
per work fromtheoffice
before church service at
5p.m. Sunday | washed several |oads
of clothes, checked on Muffin and
Mandy and just enjoyed myself with
nothing special to do.

Theweather wasn't suchthat | could
do anything outside. It spit snow off
and on all day and was snowing when
| finished this column.

| have one anniversary, that of
Conrad and Carol Pettijohn. Many
happy wishesto all. There’saspecial
birthday coming up on April 7. Glen
Rauscher will cel ebratehis80th birth-
day then. I'll write more in the next
column, but there will be a party for
him that afternoon at the Emmanuel
L utheran Church in Goodland.

Theonly deaththat | know of that has
local ties was the death of John
Collett’s father. Sincere sympathy to
the Collett family during thistime.

Asl saidbeforel’ venoreal news, so
on that note I’'ll sign off and get this
ready toprint. | just|ooked out and saw
that the grassis getting covered with
white. In fact acar just went past anc
thesnow lookedlikeit wasfairly heavy
asseeninthehead lights.

| haven't had my car out all day sol
guess!’ll drop thisoff inthemorning,
if thingsaremoving then. | didn’t see
a forecast for how much snow
Goodland might get or if any accumu-
lation was predicted. | guess I'll find
outinthemorning. Till then, takecare,
stay warm and see you next time.

Legislature resumeswork on budget

BUDGET, from Page 1

cal 2001.

About $4.6 billion in spending un-
der Graves' proposals would come
fromthestategeneral fund, thelargest
source of money for Kansas govern-
ment programs and where the state
deposits most of itstax revenues.

Spending recommended by the
HouseA ppropriationsand SenateWay's
and M eans committeesthroughout the
sessionwasclosetothegovernor’spro-
posals,inpart becauselegidatorsaren’t
certain about theamount of money the
statereally will haveto spend.

Graveshased hisbudget onrevenue
estimatesmadein November, and col-

lections in the general fund through
February were $49.6 million short of
expectations. State officials and uni-
versity economists are scheduled to
release new estimatesApril 4.

After both houses approve their ver-
sionsof thestatebudget, legid ativelead-
ersexpect to appoint ajoint conference
committee of three senators and three
Housemembersto draft afinal version.

Butwork onthebudget won'tbefin-
ished before legislators take their an-
nual spring break April 7. When they
return April 25 to wrap up their work
for theyear, they’ll have onelast bud-
get bill to consider.

L egidlativeleaders expect to tackle
some of the toughest spending deci-

sionswiththat final bill. They’ relikely
to go back to the spending they’ ve al-
ready approved and adjust it to make
it fit the new revenue estimates.

In other action:

—The House approved and sent to
theSenateabill extendingthedeadline
for devel oping aproposed Wonderful
World of Oz theme park in Johnson
County. Thevotewas 70-51.

—1L egidatorslearnedthat a most hal f
thewomenwhohadabortionsinK ansas
last year came from other states. The
Department of Healthand Environment
rel eased abortion statisticsfor 2000.

—Gov. Bill Graves' $112 million
school financepackagewasintroduced
inthe House Taxation Committee.
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