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commentary

from other pens...

Lawmakers pressured
by Graves' new plan

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on Graves education proposal:

Gov. Bill Gravesisrunning out of gauntletsto throw down. And the
Legislatureisrunning out of timeto pick them up.

Thegovernor hasmadeit exceedingly clear since January that Kan-
sasmust do moretoinvestin education —i.e., raisetaxes.

HeleftittotheL egidaturetodecidehow. Andithasn’t. So, withtime
windingdowninthe90-day |egid ativesessionthat beganinearly Janu-
ary, thegovernor last week spelled it out...

Theneedsarenearly endless. Here'sjust one: Teachers' salariesmust
beraised...

That’sjust tomaintainquality. Toimproveit, al-day kindergartenis
amust. Every study, every expert, sayskidsneed more preparationfor
early-gradelearning.

Then thereisthe belated funding of special education...

Education isthe state’s highest and most vital mission. And it’s be-
ing neglected.

If legislators et another year go by and don’t seize on the opportu-
nity to help, thenthestate'schildrenwill lose out onafull year’ sworth
of thetype of educational opportunitiesthey deserve.

And what happens then? Will the L egislature be any moreinclined
toraisetaxesnext year, in an election year?

Theneedishere. Thetimeisnow.

Iflawmakersdon’tlikethegovernor’ smix of taxes, thenfine— pro-
pose something el se.

But don’'t walk away with thejob undone, lawmakers.

If youdo, thepublic'sonly alternativesat gradetimefor theL egisla-
turewill beanincompleteor an F.

TheGarden City Telegram on area growth:

More evidence of anincreasing need to funnel state projectsfor in-
frastructure devel opment emerged...with the rel ease of 2000 Census
data.

Assuspected, migrationover thepast 10yearsresultedinsignificant
shift in popul ation toward metropolitan counties— Douglas (up 22.2
percent) and Johnson (up 27.1 percent), the highest shiftinall of Kan-
sas.

Sandwiched in between and second on thelist, to no one's surprise
around Garden City, was Finney County, which grew by 22.5 percent.

According to Censusfigures, therewere 33,070 peoplelivinginthe
county in1990. By 2000, that number swelledto40,523. Moresignifi-
cant, however, isthegrowth experienced by themeatpacking triangle,
whichincludes Seward County tothesouth and Ford County totheesast...

Suchgrowthisdirectly tiedtothedevel opment and expansion of the
meatpacking industry in theregion in the past decade.

Thenumbersdemonstrate aneed for state agenciesto direct dollars
for programsinthearea, especially highway devel opment. Combined,
the three counties make up about the same population as Douglas
County, and, though covering amuch larger geographical area, have
arguably similar needs. The Census data confirms what we already
knew. Thisisthe growth corridor.

Lawmakerswho call any one of the three counties home would do
themselveswell to build an alliancethat could bol ster effortsto direct
stateinfrastructure projectsthisdirection.
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Fancy guys fear h

When wasthe last time you saw abear? Sure
hopenever, they areasmean asthefreefood pen-
tagon ((bigfivefood processors, IBPConAgraand
Excel (Cargill subsidiary) inmeat processingand
Cargill and Archer DanielsMidland ingrains.)

Right now both tribes in that pioneer village
along the Potomac are scalping each other over
whether unions can use money in electionswith-
out the member’s consent. Well, if you want to
work you better pay your union dues, and if you
wantto stay out of thebig houseyou better pay your
mandatory livestock checkoff taxes.

Theseguyswould createlifetimesanctuariesfor
chimpanzees. TheDepartment of Agriculturehas
brought suitsagainst rancherswho refusedto con-
tribute their dues to their processor slush fund.
They usethe checkoff money tolobby against the
interests of independent ranchers and hog farm-
ers, but want them to pay the bill. Theway they
use producer taxes would make the house bank-
ing scandal look like money to asoup kitchen.

All of thishascametotheforefront sincethenew

TIps

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| amlooking at buying my first car, but theidea ‘ :
of dealingwiththesalespeopleterrifiesme. | know [

nothing about cars, | et alonethe mountains of pa-
perwork | hear they try to bury you under. | am
afraidl will betakenfor arideandendupinadeal
| will regret. Attorney General Stovall, can you
givemeany tipsor suggestionson buyingagood,
dependable used car?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

With alittle homework, purchasing aused car
canbeawisechoice. A used carislessexpensive
than a new one and, if mechanically sound, can
provideyearsof reliabletransportation. However,
if youdonot doyour homework, buyingaused car
can beexpensiveinthelong run.

Bewareof buyingacarinresponsetohighpres-
sured sales. Many peoplecall my Consumer Pro-
tection division after they have purchased a car
wanting to know about thethree-day right to can-
cel under the Kansas Consumer Protection Act
(KCPA). Unfortunately, the three-day right to
cancel rule only appliesto transactions that take
placeaway fromasupplier’snormal placeof busi-
ness, such asin door-to-door transactions. Used
car purchasesrarely meet thisrequirement, asmost
people purchase the used car at the dealership.
Therefore, onceconsumerssignthecontract, they
arebound by it.

First, you should decide what type of vehicle
would best suit your needsand your pocketbook,
not only regarding payments, but al somaintenance
costs. Some good resourcesto use arethe“ Con-
sumer Reports’ magazine, the National Automo-
bile Dealers Association (N.A.D.A.) book or
Edmund'’s. You canfindtheseresourcesat public
libraries, autoinsurancecompanies, lendinginsti-
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tribal Chiefette at the Department of Agriculture
set asidethe results of the hog checkoff vote.

Mandatory checkoffsis government sanctioned
taxation without representation. They share no
mutual ethical bias to receive Market Promotion
checkoff assessmentsfrom the smallest producer
groupstomoney fromtaxpayers. Further,itismore
like the Asian family-owned crony corporations
than wethink.

Themeat processor, | BP(lowaBeef Processors)
was acreation of the 60s, when gunsfor the Viet-
nam war and butter for the war on poverty was at
stake.

Itwasabout that timethelate C.J. Holman, chair-

carlaj.
stovall

® consumer corner

tutionsor onthelnternet. Onceyou havedecided
onthegeneral typeof vehicleyou arelookingfor,
start shoppingfor reliabledeal ers. Ask family and
friends or call my Consumer Protection division
toseeif thereareany complaintslogged against a
specificdealer. Youa somay consider callingyour
local Better Business Bureau.

Second, carefully inspect the vehicle for any
signs of previous damage. Test drivethevehicle
directly toamechanicyoutrusttohaveit mechani-
cally inspected. The mechanic may chargeyoua
fee, butthat feeissmall comparedtothecost of an
undetected mechanical problem down the road.
Ask thedealer torunatitle history onthevehicle.
This will ensure that the car has never had a
“branded” titlesuch assalvaged, rebuilt, flooded,
non-highway, odometer discrepancy or any of the
numerousbrandsthat indicatethat thecar hasbeen
seriously damagedor altered. Youal socanusethe
titleinformation to find the previous owners and
ask them about the condition of the vehicle, any
repairsthat were made or needed to be made, and
if they ever wrecked the vehicle.

At the negotiating table, you likely will be of -
fered aservice contract, often called an extended
warranty, for anadditional charge. Thesecontracts
areoptional. If you are interested in purchasing
one, look at theitemsit covers, the length of the
contract (oftenstatedinyearsand mileage, which-

* CAMP }i i ! : | |1k
AN | ] i
REFORM i 1. {
AR e
| ifd
= =

Igher food prices more than cancer

man of IBP, Inc., was convicted of conspiring with
the underworld crime boss Moe Steinman. Then
boxed beef was anew marketing concept and IBF
saw theworld’slargest meat market was the New
York City metropolitan area.

Therefore | BP needed (M oe Steinman, hisfam-
ily andfriends) to bribethecompany’ sway intothe
New York beef market, and like an Asian crony
government, they used kick-backs to both union
officialsand supermarket executives.

On the other side, mandatory checkoffsis a
Quasi-government extortion schemethatisused on
farmers. Inthelast year there has been two food
scares. First it was the mad cow disease in the
United Kingdom and now thefoot and mouthvirus
has spread across the European Union and South
America. So, just as sure asthere are farm subsi-
diesinChina, thesefancy guyswhofear higher food
prices more than cancer—will say higher food
prices would be a big tax increase on the peopl €7
Yal, sir,yal, sir!

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@good|and-
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ever comes first) and when the contract goes intc
effect. If the used car still has a portion of the
manufacturer’ swarranty remainingandtheservice
contract runsalongwithit, youmay want to decide
whether this double coverage is worth the extra
money. Also, beawarethat all automobiledeal ers
in Kansas must provide awarranty for every car
they sell. Thismust bestated onthebuyer’sguide.

Asforfinancing, youcanhavetheded er findyou
financing, or you can apply for aloan yourself
through abank or credit union. Whileitisconve-
nientto*onestopshop” at adea ershipfor acar and
financing, it also reveals your credit history and
ability to pay to the dealer, which may give the
dealer the upper hand during the negotiating pro-
cess.

Makesureyou understand al thedocumentsin-
volvedinthepurchaseof anautomobilebeforeyou
signthem. Make sureyou get any statementsyou
arerelying on in writing. Hopefully, with these
precautions, you will come away with a purchase
that will serveyour needswell and beawiseinvest-
ment of your hard-earned money.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offer sthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someofthedetail shave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased onactual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.

o buying a used car
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LET NO EXPLORATION
FOR OIL BE LEFT
BEHIND.
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