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2000 census figures sho

cities holding fairly steady
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plummeted 13.7 percent.

Sharon Springslost 4.2 percent of its
population, overshadowed by a 7.9
percentdropinAtwoodandal3.6 per-
cent fall in McDonald.

Pickman said changes in farming
continue to depress the population in
rural counties, asfamily farmersleave
the land and larger operations take
over. He said there are fewer families
farming and lesswork availablein ru-
ral areas.

The younger generation, Pickman
said, tendsto take jobsin large cities
after collegeinstead of movingback to
their hometowns. Otherswho want to
liveinarural area, hesaid, find them-
selves moving away to find work.

But, Pickmansaid, Goodland’sloca
tionright off 1-70, itsgood school sys-
tem and itsrural setting attract retired
people and established families. He
said some young natives decide to
move back after they marry and have
children.

“It'savery nice placeto raise chil-
dren,” hesaid, notingthat thereismost
likely a higher percentage of older
peopleinthecity. A breakdown of cen-

sus figures according to age, sex and
occupation will be released later this
year, but estimates showed abig drop
inthe 25-44 age group.

An older population can mean
troublefor theschool district, Pickman
said, noting that having to shut down
or cut school swould causeabig popu-
lation declinein any city.

Harding said the Chamber of Com-
merceusescensusfigureswhenapply-
ing for state or federal grants, but re-
liesonitsownfigureswhenrecruiting
new businesses.

“1 havelittle confidence in the cen-
susnumbers,” Harding said, notingthat
the Chamber multipliesthe number of
housing unitsin Goodland by the av-
erage number of peopleliving in each
unit for apopul ation figure of 5,408.

Harding, who has been Chamber
manager for 20years, said Goodland’s
populationtook bighitswhentheRock
Island Railroad went bankrupt, when
the Great Western Sugar Co. went un-
der and when an irrigation company
left town.

Harding saidthepopulationdropped
by hundredswith each closingandthe
Chamber hasworked to recover from
thesetbacks. Chamber representatives

arealwaysrecruiting new businesses,
he said, noting that they have focused
onthe processing industry, approach-
ing seed companies, refineries and
bottlers.

In the past year, Harding said, the
Chamber has helped bring the Feed
Bunk, an expansion of a Burlington
busi ness, and American Freightway to
town.

Harding said census estimates are
typically based on trends, but eco-
nomic development efforts have
stopped Goodland'’s population from
dropping as much as nearby counties.

Pickman said thecity hasworkedto
attract businesses and younger fami-
lies by improving utility service and
providing more recreational opportu-
nities.

The city has upgraded water and
electriclines, hesaid, and planstoin-
stall a sewer line at the airport to ac-
commodatethreebusinesses. Pickman
said thecity built anew baseball com-
plexlast summer, isnow having anew
swimming pool built and plansto col-
|aborate with the school district to put
in new tennis courts.

“We want Goodland to be a place
peoplewant to cometo,” hesaid.

100yearsof censusfiguresshow
boom and bust of High Plains
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aTechnical College.
Decatur County

Theboomyearsfor thehigh plains,
except for Decatur County, werefrom
1900 to 1930, with eight of the coun-
tiesshowingincreasesinpopulationin
the 1910, 1920 and 1930 census fig-
ures.

Decatur hadthelargest popul ation of
theareaat theturn of the century, with
9,234in 1900. That was the high-wa-
ter mark, with drops over the next 30
yearsto 8,866 in 1930. After the 1930
peak, the decline becomes more dra-
matic so that by 1980, the county had
lessthan half thepopul ation presentin
1900. With the 2000 census, Decatur
is now listed as one of the fastest
shrinking countiesin Kansas, losing 62
percent of the 1900 population down
to 3,472.

Decatur had 30 percent of the total
area spopul ationin1900, had dropped
to 17 percent by the 1930 report and
downto 10 percent with the 2000 cen-
Sus.

At the turn of the century, farming
was very big business in Decatur
County. There were nearly as many
farmsastherewerequarter-sectionsof
land to farm. Therewere over 100 ac-
tive school districts, and the county
also had arailroad to move produceto
market.

The proximity of the railroad
brought both merchandise and people
intotheareato swell thenumbersand
put Decatur inaposition of importance
in northwest Kansas.

As population continued to move
westward after theturn of the century,
thenumberscoul d not besustained and
asthemechanization of farmingbegan
to develop, the number of farmersbe-
gan to decline, which continues even
today.

Greeley County

While Decatur was beginning the
slow decline, the other counties were
gettingtheir boost asaninflux of other
rail linesbrought aboomtomuchof the
area. Greeley County which, had the
lowest population in the 1900 census
at 493 people, had grownto 1,712 by
1930. Greeley hadasmall dipin 1940,
but then showed growth through the
'50s and ' 60s, reaching 2,087 in the
1960 census. Sincethenit hasdeclined
towhereitisbelowthe1930level, with
1,534 inthe 2000 report.

Greeley remainsthe smallest of the
counties, but it’'s portion of the total
population has grown from 2 percent
in 1900 to 5 percent in 2000.

Rawlins County

At the turn of the century, Rawlins
County was second only to Decatur
with apopulation of 5,241 and 17 per-
cent of the total arearesidents. By
1930, Rawlinshad grownto 7,362 and
was the third largest county behind
Decatur and Sherman. ThomasCounty
was fourth by 28 peopleat 7,334.

Decatur’s share of thetotal popula-
tion had dropped to 17 percent and
Rawlins, Sherman and Thomas each
had 14 percent of thetotal in 1930.

That was the highest level for
Rawlins, asthewindsof the30sstarted
pushing people out and by 1960 the
county wasvirtually at thesame popu-
lation it had shownin 1900.

From the 5,279 of the 1960 census,

Rawlins County has dropped another
44 percent to 2,966 in the most recent
count.

Efforts for economic development
withinthe county had beenlooking up
in recent years, but development of a
plant to make pressboard out of wheat
straw hasnot gotten any further thana
ceremonial ground breaking during
Gov. Bill Gravesre-electioncampaign
in1998.

Thomas County

Asthe 20th century began, Thomas
County wasthethirdlargestinthearea
withapopulation of 4,112 inthe 1900
census. Today, it hasthelargest popu-
lation of the area at 8,180 and repre-
sents 24 percent of the areatotal.

Thomas County’s growth was a
moderate 34 percent, reporting 5,517
in 1920, but that had jumped another
33 percent to 7,334 in 1930.

Being on the eastern edge of the
windy high plains, Thomas County
had amodest drop of 12 percentinthe
1940report, but had surpassed eventhe
1930 level by 1950 at 7,572. Thomas
County stayed in the 7,500 range
through 1970, and hit a new high of
8,451 in 1980. Thiswas a 12 percent
increase from the previous high in
1950, and a100 percentincreasefrom
the 1900 census.

Therehasbeenasdlight declineinthe
past two censusreports, with Thomas
County dropping 3 percentto8,180in
the 2000 census.

Cheyenne County

The northern-most county in the
area, Cheyenne has been one of the
most steady over the 100 years. The
1900 census put the county at 2,640
and the 2000 census put it at 3,165, a
modest 20 percent increase in 100
years. That wasdown 60 percent from
itspeak, however. Thehighest point for
Cheyennewasin 1930, when thecen-
susreported 6,948 and the county had
14 percent of thearea'stotal residents.

In the census of 1900, Cheyenne
county had 9 percent of theareapopu-

| ation and with the 2000 censusreport
the county represents 9 percent of
today’sarearesidents.

Wallace County

Another county of the area which
hasbeen pretty flat in population over
thecentury isWallace, whichreported
1,178 in 1900 and 1,749 in the 2000
figures.

From 1910 until 1990, Wallace's
populationwasover 2,000 withahigh
of 2,882 in 1930, but it dropped to
1,821 inthe 1990 report.

Thecounty represented 4 percent of
thetotal areapopulationin 1900, rose
to 6 percent in 1930, and is 5 percent
today.

L ogan County

This small county on the southern
edge of the area hasincreased 55 per-
centoverthe1l00years, staringat 1,962
in1900andreporting 3,046inthe 2000
census.

The high population point for this
county wasin1950with 4,206 people.

Logan represented 6 percent of the
total arearesidentsin 1900, and that
has grown to 9 percent today and the
county has moved ahead of Rawlins
County asthe sixth largest county by
population.

GoveCounty

Gove started the 20th century with
2,441 peopleand nearly tripledthat in
10yearsto 6,044, which wasthe high
mark for the county.

By the 1930 census Gove had
droppedto 5,643, but that represented
11 percent of theresidentsof thenine-
county area.

Thecounty numbersremainedinthe
4,000 range until 1970, when the cen-
susreported 3,940. That hascontinued
todropinevery censuswith 3,068 re-
portedinthelatest rel ease.

Goveisholding onto fifth place in
the area, just ahead of Logan, but is
virtually tied with both Logan and
Rawlinswith 9 percent of thetotal area
population. In 1900, Goverepresented
8 percent of theareatotal.
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Counties 1900
Cheyenne 2640
Decatur 9234
Gove 2441
Greeley 493
Logan 1962
Rawlins 5241
Sherman 3341
Thomas 4112
Wallace 1178
Totals 30642
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24%

1910
4248
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1335
4240
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4549
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2759
43986
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Thomas
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14%

1920
5587
8121
4748
1028
3223
6799
5592
5517
2424
43039

1930
6948
8866
5643
1712
4145
7362
7400
7334
2882
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1940
6221
7434
4793
1638
3588
6618
6421
6425
2216
45354

1950
5668
6185
4447
2010
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2508
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1960
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3243
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8258
1821
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2000
3165
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