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Sports

Rockies, Mariners play to tie in 10

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — Mike
Hampton ended spring training witha
pitchinglinethat already |ookslikeone
at CoorsField.

Hampton, whose $121 million,
eight-year contract in arecord for
pitchers, gave up sevenrunsand eight
hitsin four innings Wednesday asthe
Colorado Rockies and Seattle Mari-
nersplayed a9-9, 10-inning tie.

“It mattersto me every day | pitch.
If | wasgoingto pitchto my soninthe
back yard, | don’t want to get hit
around,” Hampton said. “Thisis be-
hind me. That's a good thing. | ook
forward to opening day. I'm healthy,

strong, ready to go.”

Control problems and Bret Boone
were Hampton’s primary nemeses.
Boone had three hits and five RBIs
against the left-hander, and Hampton
also walked three and hit a batter.

In his four previous spring starts
covering 20innings, Hamptonallowed
eight earned runsand three walks.

“They brought their whuppin’
sticks,” he said. “1 was behind in the
count quite a bit, up in the zone. My
arm felt good. That’s about the only
plusout of it.”

Freddy Garcia, Seattle’s opening
day starter, limited the Rockiesto a

Men, women players
picked for ESPN award

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Duke's
ShaneBattier and Southwest Missouri
State’ sJackie Stileswerechosen play-
ersof theyear for men’sand women'’s
basketball by ESPN the Magazine on
Wednesday.

Battier won men’s best player over
teammate Jason Williams and North
Carolina’s Joseph Forte; Stiles, the
NCAA's al-time leading scorer with
3,371 points, wonwomen'’stop player

Goodland

over Georgia's Kelly Miller, Ten-
nessee’s Tamika Catchings, Notre
Dame’sRuth Riley and Connecticut’s
SvetlanaAbrosimova.

Stileswasawarded theWade Trophy
for her player-of-the-year honor.

Coaches of the year were Boston
College’s Al Skinner for the men;
NotreDame'sMuffet McGraw for the
women.
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solo homer by Todd Walker through
four innings before faltering in the
fifth. He gave up five runs — four
earned— and six hitswithfour strike-
outsin4 2-3innings.

Marinersmanager Lou Piniellaand
reliever Jeff Nelson were gjected by
home plateumpire Tony Randazzo af -
ter Nelsongot thefinal outinthefifth.
Nelsonwasunhappy with Randazzo’s
strikezoneand got tossed after telling
the umpire hewas“horrible.”

Piniella was g ected seconds later,
accentuating the argument by throw-
ing an empty water bottleto the back-
stop. “I said, ‘ Maybe you WERE hor-
rible,” Piniellasaid, “ sohegjected me,
too.”

In the end, Colorado rallied from a
9-1 deficit as Terry Shumpert’s two-
rundoubleoff Norm Charltontied the
gameintheninth. Shumpert, areserve
infielder, is 9-for-15 with six doubles
and four RBIsin hislast five games.

Therally spared Hamptonfromlos-
ingtotheteamthat drafted himin1990.
It wasthefirst timehefaced the Mari-
nerssincethey traded himtotheHous-
tonAstrosin 1993.

“There’s probably alittle adrena-
line,” Hampton said. “It'sone of your
firstteamsand somethingthat sticksin
the back of your head. A lot of times,
youget alittlehyped upand overthrow
alittlebit, and it'sall for nothing and
youlook like crap. It was one of those
thingstoday.”

Dan Wilson homered for the Mari-
ners, and Ron Gant hisfirst homerun
since the first game of spring for the
Rockies.

Notes: The Rockies placed RHP
Masato Yoshii on unconditional re-
|ease waivers, meaning he can sign
with any major league team after 48
hours. If ateam claimshimwithinthat
time, it would have to cover Yoshii’s
$1.5millionsalary and givethe Rock-
ies$20,000. If he’ snot claimed, Yoshii
gets $368,853 in termination pay.

RHP Mark Leiter, traded from the
New York Metsto Colorado on Mon-
day, gaveuptworunsand threehitsin
twoinnings.

Booneis14-for-37 with 15 RBIsin
hislast 13games. Hestarted thespring
0-for-10. Seattlehasscored 32 runsin
thelast three games.

KU coach being asked
about next year’s Jayhawks

LAWRENCE (AP) — Theink's
scarcely dry onKansas' 26-7 record,
and already people want coach Roy
Williamstotell themwhat nextyear’s
Jayhawk team will look like.

Will All-Big 12 forward Drew
Gooden pass up hislast two years of
eligibility and declare for the NBA
draft? Will recruit Wayne Simien’s
injured shoulder heal, with or without
surgery? Will Williams go with a
three-guard lineup — and if so, who
will runit?

All Williamscould say Wednesday,
at his season-ending news confer-
ence, isthat hereally doesn’t know.

Yes, hethinksGoodenwill beback.
Yes, hethinksSimienwill behealthy.
Yes, alineup featuring three true
guardsis a possibility. But each of
those opinions comes with some de-
gree of qualification.

On Gooden:

“Ithinkit'sDrew’sbusiness,” Wil-
liams said. “I’'m doing some things,
tryingto gather someinformationfor
him.

“Butif youaskedme,’ Dol expect
himtocomeback? I'll say,’ Yes, | do
expect himto comeback.” Am| 100
percent sure of that? No, | am not.”

Ontheavailability of Simien, who
pulled out of Wednesday night’s
McDonald's All-Star game with an
injured shoulder:

“1 think that’ san assumptionwedo
want to make and | think can fairly
make. Regardlessof what happensto
him, | fully expect that he'll be fine
and ready to go by the time the sea-
sonstarts—just asweawayshelieve
everyonewill be.”

Andonthepossihility of thethree-
guard lineup, in which Kirk Hinrich
and Jeff Boschee could bejoined by
incoming freshman Aaron Miles:

“1 think more than likely because
of the numbers, we'll play three pe-
rimeter playersand two post players
...\We' Il try tomake somedetermina
tionsinsomewaysinwhat wedo, but
I’mnot goingtobemarriedto chang-
ing this and changing that until the
kids get herein school next season.”
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Memorial Field Workday

Help the
Goodland Baseball Commission

place fencing at the
new baseball field

Saturday, March 312
9am.todp.m. ¢

Bring your own body & workgloves.
We will provide water & hot drinks.

This ad brought to you in spirit of volunteerism by The Goodland Daily News.

Wendy's Athletes of the Week are Brittany Pettibone, Goodland High
School Girl’s Softball Player, and Nathan Deeds, Kansas Kids Wrestler.
Brittany Pettibone led a 16-0 no hitter game against Syracuse last week
and only gave up one walk. The Cowgirls are off to a 3-0 season start,
amazing for their first year. Nathan Deeds won second place in the 8
and under 70 Ib. class of the Kansas Kids State Tournament last week-
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