2 The Goodland Daily News / Monday, April 2, 2001

commentary

from other pens...

Of ghosts, lace curtains
and a would be spy

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Harry Truman heard rustlings of White House
ghosts. Mary Lincoln went on a shopping spree. John Waynetried to
give spiesthe benefit of hiscombat experience onthe big screen.

That unlikely trio of livesand eventsgetsadocumentary moment in
papers gleaned recently from the stacks of the National Archives.
They’reondisplay intheArchivesrotunda, just feet from the Consti-
tution and the Declaration of Independence.

The latest edition of “ American Originals, Treasures from the Na-
tional Archives,” alsoincludesdocumentslinked to George Washing-
ton, Ronald Reagan, ThomasEdi son, theastronautswhowalked onthe
moon, suffragist Susan B. Anthony and Martin Luther King Jr.

Starting in October, when arenovation beginsin the public areas of
theArchives, museum-goersin seven stateswill get alook at acollec-
tion of American history on paper hard to match for sheer variety.

Start with Truman and hisghosts:

The National Archives has pulled aTruman letter, written from the
WhiteHousetofirstlady BessTrumanonJunel2, 1945, just twomonths
after the 33rd president took office.

“1 sithereinthisoldhouseandwork onforeignaffairs..., all thewhile
listening to the ghosts walk up and down the hallway and even right
hereinthestudy. Thefloorspop and the drapesmoveback and forth. |
canjustimagineold Andy (Jackson) and Teddy (Roosevelt) havingan
argument over Franklin (Roosevelt).”

Withinfiveyears, at Truman’sorder, bulldozersmoved into gut the
creaky, floor-poppinginterior of theWhiteHouseand rebuilditfor the
ages. Truman's ghosts were exorcized forever.

TheMary Lincoln document isan invoice for the furniture she pur-
chased on Chestnut Streetin Philadel phiain May 1861 toequipaWhite
House bedroom. The list includes silk damask curtain cornices, lace
curtains, arosewood bedstead, arm chairs, arosewood center table, a
wash stand, tasseled bed curtains and much more. The cost: $7,503.

Inapplyingfor awartimeassignmentin 1943, John Wayneinformed
the Office of Strategic Services—the predecessor of the CIA — that
his birth name was Marion Robert Morrison, that he was 38, lived in
LosAngelesand that histelephone number wasYork 5515.

Wayne described himself as athletic, ahorseback rider and “ agood
field shot. Havedonefallsand posseriding in pictures, not aseasy asit
sounds,” the movie star wrote.

According to theArchives, hisapplication was not accepted.

A few display casesaway istheoriginal, scrawledtext of thefamous
telegram Union Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman sent to President
Lincolnon Dec. 22, 1864: “| beg to present to you asa Christmas gift
the City of Savannah.....”

Nearby istheofficial report of Lt. Col. GeorgeArmistead onthesuc-
cessful defense of Fort Mc Henry in Baltimorefrom a25-hour British
rocket attack in September 1814. Francis Scott Key, inspired by “the
rocket’s red glare, the bomb’s bursting in air,” wrote the verses that
became* The Star-Spangled Banner.”

The most chilling piece of paper on display is one that was never
needed, and therefore never used.

Itisadraft statement written in 1969 by White House speech writer
William Safire, now aNew York Times columnist. It wasintended to
beread by President NixonincaseApollo 11 astronautsNeil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin were unableto return from the surface of the moon.

The opening wordsread:

“Fate has ordained that the men who went to the moon to explorein
peacewill stay onthe moontorestin peace.”

Fate ordained ahappier ending.

ButtheArchiveshasthedocumentary record of what might havebeen.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for more than 30 years.
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Making connections: Anoth

(First of two parts)

Trade shows, conventionsand businessexhibi-
tionscanoffer great opportunitiestofind new cus-
tomers, meet new suppliers, locatemanufacturers
anddistributors, and buildyour business. Thebest
partisthey alsoprovideopportunitiesfor conduct-
ing cost-effectivemarket research, analyzing your
competition, learning about merchandising, ob-
serving quality displaysand making solid business
connections.

There are two methods you can use to take ad-
vantage of these opportunities. First, you can be
an attendee and visit avariety of showsand con-
ventions. Second, you may becomean exhibitor,
set upaboothto sell your waresand promoteyour
business.

Thepurposeof thistwo-part seriesistogiveyou
some tips for using both methods to build your
business. We'll begin thisweek with some help-
ful suggestionsfor exhibiting at trade shows and
businessexpositions. Inparttwo, we' Il offer sev-
eral tipsfor building your business by attending
theseevents.

Beforeyou sign up

There are several stepsyou should take before
you spend the time and money to become an ex-
hibitor at ashow or convention. First, attend any
show you may consider asapotential event to en-
sure the target customers you wish to reach are
there.

Next, make alist of what you want to accom-
plish. Thislist may include making sales, getting
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leads, boosting your visibility and demonstrating
your product or servicetoacertain number of pros-
pects.

Thenext stepisto count thecosts. Consider di-
rect costssuch asspace, booth or display rental and
services. You should also consider the indirect
costs such astimeto set up and tear down, follow
up and thetimeaway fromyour normal activities.
Finally, start early. Planayear or moreinadvance
if possible. Consider your displays, product
samplesand handoutscarefully. Get copiesof the
show rulesand contractsto avoid surprises.

Once you commit to setting up abooth, list the
suppliesyou’ll need to take. For example, you'll
want agood supply of business cards, brochures,
flyers, order forms, pens and special giveaways.
Also, take scissors, scotch tape, duct tape, an ex-
tension cord, markers, aknife, ahammer and other
hand tools.

At the show

* Bevisual. Have something unusual to catch
the attention of those passing by. Working mod-
€ls, product displays or photographs may do the
trick.
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er marketing strategy

« Haveasingle, central theme. What you offer
inyour booth or exhibit should be obvious.

« Keep your booth open and uncluttered.
Stand up, makeeyecontact and greet everyoneyou
can. Makeit easy for attendeestointeract withyou.

« Wear comfortable shoes. Taketwo pairsand
change during the day.

« Becertain that thenameof your businessor
product iseasy to seeand read. Most passershy
will only glanceat your booth for asecond or two.
Makethe most of it.

* Never leave your booth unattended. You
might just missthe most important contact of the
whole show. Haverelief help to cover the booth
whenyou haveto be away.

» Create some* special show offers.” If your
intent isto generateorders, show specialswill add
incentivefor immediate purchase.

¢ Look your image. Neat displays and well-
groomed appearancesareawaysin style.

« Don't eat or drink in thebooth. If you can’t
leave the booth for afew minutesto grab abiteto
eat, you don’'t have enough help. The one excep-
tiontothisruleisif youareoffering ediblesamples.

Insummary, planwell inadvance, promoteearly,
work hard and follow-up. Haveagreat show.

Don Taylor isthe co-author of “ Up Against the
Wal-Marts.” Youmaywritetohimincareof* Mind-
ing Your OwnBusiness,” POBox67, Amarillo, TX
79105. Column sponsored by Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce Business Devel opment
Committee.

Trying to explain the drainage district laws

Sometimes alegidator isasked to explain leg-
isation to the Senatein an area of law that rarely
isreviewed andlast week wassuchanoccasionfor
me.

Thereisafascinating, arcaneand obscurebody
of law inthe Kansas Statutesrelatingto Drainage
Districts enacted between 1905 and 1911 in re-
sponseto adevastating flood in the Kansas River
Valley in 1903. There are over 200 statutes that
apply to avariety of drainage districts, very few
have ever been amended and | essthan 10 percent
of theoriginal statutes have beenrepealed. There
are many interesting provisionsin some of these
districts:

All meetingsshall be opentothe publicandthe
board shall not at any time go into executive ses-
sion. (Statelaw 24-416)

Each acre of land in the district shall represent
onevote. (Statelaw 24-605). Many times. | wish
thiswasthe case when voting in the Senate.

No discrimination shall be made on account of
sex (Statelaw 24-507). Remember, these statutes
werewritten beforewomen got thevote.

An engineer shall prepare plans (State law 24-
513) and submit them to the school of engineer-
ing of thestateuniversity or stateagricultural uni-
versity for correction and approval, and all work
doneby theengineering school shall befreeof cost.
(Statelaw 24-515)

Each member of the board shall be paid $3 for
each day’s service (State law 24-648).

Theboard shall make an order requiring arail-
road or street-railroad company toraiseor elevate
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itstracks, specifying the height and fixing area-
sonable time when it shall be completed. Upon
failureof such company to perform, theboard shall
be entitled to awrit of mandamusto compel per-
formanceand the court shall award to theboard a
reasonable attorney’sfees. (State law 24-437).
Subject tothesuperior jurisdiction of theUnited
Statesover navigablewaters, the governing body
shall havethe power to widen, deepen, establish,
regulate and maintain the channels of all natural
watercourses. Construct and maintain levees, de-
tentiondamsandreservoirs. (Statelaw 24-407(4))

Mr. Chairman, turning to the House Bill 2246.
In Finney County, west of Garden City, thereisa
low-lying area and over 50 years ago adrainage
district was formed. The district, because it was
farmland, was formed and the landowners were
assessed taxesbased on thebenefitsthey received
on aper acre basis. The areatoday is almost en-
tirely industrial and becausethe areahaschanged
from cropland to cement, asphalt and steel build-
ings, the runoff hasincreased and in some areas,
after a good thunderstorm, water backs up into
some of the businesses. Additionally, other prop-
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erty ownersthat want to be included in the drain-
agedistrict.

Section 1 of thebill allowsthe board of supervi-
sorsto determinewhat land they want to annex to
the drainage district and submit a petition to the
county commissioners. A hearing will be held and
the County Commission, by a75 percent vote, can
voteto allow the annexation.

Section 2 details the powers of the board of su-
pervisors. Thekey pointisthat taxesof upto5mills
will beallowed ontheassessed valueof al tangible
taxable property. The House amendment requires
the approval of the chief engineer of the Division
of Water Resourcesbeforestarting construction of
levees, dams and other water obstructions.

Section 3basically allowstheboard to enter into
agreements and assess fees with owners of land
outside of the district allowing water to bedrai ned
into the drainage system of the district.

Mr. Chairman, | will stand for questions.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonanyissue. | can
be reached by writing to Senator Stan Clark, 205
U.S 83, Oakley, Kan. 67748; by calling 785-672-
4280; by FAX at 801-457-9064; or by e-mail at
sclark@ink.org.
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