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commentary

from other pens...

A timely tip prevents
tragedy, saves lives

TheTopeka Capital-Journal on reporting crime:

Inthewake of recent school shootingsand threats, the nationistry-
ing to changetheway childrenlook at turning in each other.

We adults could stand to learn the samel esson.

Long viewed as dishonorable “tattling,” the practice of reporting
crimesand potential crimesinschool sisearningnew respect. Andthank
Godfor that. A timely tip from someonein theknow can prevent trag-
edy and savelives...

WEell, speaking up doesn’t just work at school; it worksin the com-
munity at large, too.

Weknow that intrinsically. And wecertainly have seentheprinciple
at work with such showsas“ America’'sMost Wanted.” But here'syet
more evidence of the benefits of speaking up: The Kansas Bureau of
Investigation’s8-year-old“Kansas Most Wanted” program hasledto
the arrests of animpressive 1,000 fugitivesfrom justice.

Thearrestshaveled to the solving of 3,332 total cases...

L aw enforcement agencies, after all, cannot beexpectedto solveevery
case by themselves. We' d befoolishto sit back and hopefor it. Rather,
citizenshave got to be the eyes and ears of law enforcement...

Wherever wegot thenotionthat it’'s someoneelse’sjob to protect us
— or that it’'shonorable to hide crimes and criminals, thus giving aid
and comfort to the enemy — we' ve got to jettison such feelings.

If our kidscan learnit, so canwe.

AndtheKBI hasproved that it works.

ThelolaRegister on Graves education proposal:

Too bad every Kansan can’t witnessin person Bill Graves' passion
for education.

Thegovernor wasat theRegister Thursday morning to makehiscase
for a$167 million state aid to education proposal. Hewantsto pay for
the proposal with atwo-tenthsof apercent increaseinthe salestax and
an additional two-cent tax on motor fuels.

Gravesisn't locked to those funding mechanisms and would be ea
ger to negotiatewith | egislatorson whatever meansthey would accept
toraisethe money.

Gravesis convinced that increasing state aid by no less than $167
million...isessential to keep Kansas school s competitive with others
acrossthenation...

Themessagefrom Gravesisthat Kansashasn't been funding educa-
tion nearly enoughinrecent years...

Graves aid proposal would put $110 millioninto general fund cof-
fersacrossthestate, which couldtrans ateto salaries, but thereareother
needs, some on task and some not of the school districts' making...

Teachers need a conducive environment to learning to bring read-
ing, writing and arithmetictolife...

Arbitrarily throwing money at education — an exercise that hasn’t
been donein Kansasin recent memory, regardless of what cynics say
— doesn’t necessarily makeit better. But failing to provide adequate
funding most certainly impedes the process and discourages the best
and brightest from returning to the classroom to impart wisdom and
knowledge.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel comes letters from
readers. Letters should be typewritten if possible, and should in-
clude a telephone number and, most importantly, a signature. Un-
signed letterswill not be published. Form letterswill be rejected, as
will letters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offen-
sive. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily @nwkansas.com>.
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Listeningto thecry babiesyouwouldthink the
statue of liberty Alan Greenspan had defected to
Communist China. Greenspan is still here but
some say as much as $4.6 trillion in the stock
market isnot. Since the recent Wall Street bear
market...Pfff it went that-a-way, its gone. Can’t
find whereit went, either.

Well farmers sure know how those guysfeel.
Beginning in 1975 a series of grain embargoes
ripped $2.50 a bushel out of the price of wheat.
What did thefancy guyssay then? They said bad
news for rich farmer good news for consumers.
Low farm pricesisbetter than atax cut, don'tyou
know. Soit’struegovernment doesinfluencefarm
prices. For twenty yearsthe USstock market was
everyone' smoney tree, especially for New York
City hedge funds. You know what a hedge fund
is?Maybe, butit’slikefarmersplayingthefutures
market on the Chicago Board of Trade.

Now everyone knowswhat thefuturesmarket
is, butwhat may not beknownisthesehedgefunds
tradefour or fivetrillion dollarsevery day, onthe
International Monetary Market (IMM). Ever hear
of crazy speculators? If thereissuchathingthese
guysare, and rebel currency traderswho carry no
national flagoverthrew theWorld'sCentral Banks.

It also waswhy the U.S. stock market got hot-
terthanatwodollar pistol. Thehedgefund money

State sponsored

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| received aphonecall yesterday from aperson
claiming to represent alottery in aforeign coun-
try. Thepersonstatedthat | hadwon $250,000. All
| needed to dowaspay $10,000to cover thetaxes.
| could either get acashier’'scheck or | could give
the person my credit card or bank account num-
ber.

| requested that thelottery take the taxes out of
my winnings, but the person made some excuse
about it being against the regulations. Attorney
General Stovall, | felt thiswasascam to take my
money and hung up thephone. Couldyoullet oth-
ersknow that thistype of scamisoperating?

Dear Kansas Consumers:

To protect yourself from thistype of scam, re-
member that theonly legal lottery inKansasisthe
state-sponsored KansasL ottery. Itisillegal tobuy
or sell ticketsto lotteriesin other states or coun-
triesand offersto do so are almost always scams.
If you send your money, you will probably never
seeit or any tickets.

Thesescamscantakeonsevera variations. You
may receive notice of the lottery by phone, mail
or theInternet. Often, you aretold that you have
aready won, even though you have never heard
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that flowed like quick silver into the Asian crony
corporations now sought anything American in-
cluding theall mighty US stock market.

Now that was great for the computer geeks but
it was worse than a dose of poison ivy for farm
exports. Itwasgoodfor the(Donald Duck) imports
from China, too.

But therewasalittleproblemwhenthecomputer
trading hedge funds got caught betting the wrong
way with the other guy’s money they faced bank-
ruptcy.

Now what do you suppose happened next, did
they say it was free trade? No, quicker than a
politician’s lawyer the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York, redefined the words of moral hazard.
It was called the new paradigm of American capi-
talism and it should not be confused with the old
paradigm of you take care of yourself. That was
the old economy and it was as ancient asfivedol -
lar wheat and twenty thousand dollar greenline
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of the lottery, let dlone played it. Then, you will
beaskedto pay alargesum of money tocollectyour
prize.

Remember, if you haveto pay, youdid not win.
Youalsomay beaskedto purchasealargenumber
of ticketsfor alarge sum of money. You usually
aretold the odds of winning arefavorableto you.
Morelikely than not, you will not see any tickets
or any winnings, yet your money will be gone.

If you receive such solicitations, protect your-
self by not responding. If youreceiveaphonecall,
do not give the scam artist any of your personal
information, such as credit card or bank account
numbers.

Request that thelottery placeyouonits“ DoNot
Call” list and tell the representative that you will
report thelottery toauthorities. Endthephonecall
asquickly asyou can. You may feel freeto con-

Combining offices saves money

Tothe Editor:

Kansas is one of the few states in our nation
where al of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
stateofficesarenot |ocated together. Nationwide,
most stateofficesareinthesamebuil ding because
it savesmoney. Office personnel and equipment
areshared andtheseofficesaremoreefficient. The
taxpayer saves money.

Unfortunately, CongressmanJerry Moranwants
to stop thecollocation of state officesin Kansas.
He wantsto stop this positive action for hisown
political benefit.

Moranwantsto runfor governor and he cannot
afford to offend Salina, Manhattan, or Topekaby
workingtocollocateall threeof theU.S.D.A. state
officesinto one of thesecities. It appearsthat he
hasconvincedtop Bushadministrationofficialsto
stop any such move “for the foreseeable future”
(Salina Journal 3/28/01).

where to write

from our
readers

® to the editor

While stopping this action will help Congress-
manMoranpoliticaly, itwill costtheU.S. taxpayer
because of the savings that would have accrued
frommergingthethreestateoffices. Thisisanother
example of how Republican leaders such as Mo-
ran want to savethetaxpayer’s money only when
itisintheir interest to do so.

If Congressman Moran was an effective leader
for Kansas, he would demand that this action be
takenimmediately. Hewill not and heisnot.

Tim Peterson

Monument

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)

224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.

(202) 224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785)

296-7676

Suing the I\/Iad DOW diseas

ROLLING
BLACKOUTS?

tractors.

In this new economy all Joe six pack had to do
wasto take asecond on hishome and buy Yahoo!,
or Microsoft. Itwasbetter thanfarmerswaitingfor
$5.00 wheat. All they had to do was wait alittle
while and they got more money.

Butitwassofalsetosay |ook at thestock market
isn’t the economy great? The health of the Dow is
only one part of the U.S. economy. However this
bear stock marketisnot beanbagsanditisn’tajoke.
Some real people did get hurt. For the first time
since the great depression U.S. household wealth
saw itsnet worth decline.

No one held a gun on the head of these hedge
fundswho trade derivatives on the Chicago Board
of tradethey knew what the ruleswere but quicker
thanaturpentinecat they still get onthelnternet—
they will day trade the Dow like a farmer would
soybeans on the Chicago Board of Trade. So just
assureasafarmer would needapardontosell with-
out an export license they want a change in mon-
etary policy and have Uncle Alan to cut interest
rates. Cut interest rates you say? That's funny
where were they when a delegation of farm state
governorstold Fed Chairman Paul Vol cker you are
killing us with 20 percent interest? In the cellar
eating sauerkraut?

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@good|and-
.ixks.com

lottery only legal one In Kansas

tact my Consumer Protectiondivisiontoreport the
call.

The solicitations may seem urgent. Bewary of
any type of offer that pushes you to make a quick
decision. Thisisacommontacticamong scam art-
ists, in that it does not alow you time to research
theoffer. If youarepressured to makeahasty deci-
sion, declinethe offer.

Remember, theK ansasL ottery istheonly lottery
that you may legally play in Kansas. Solicitations
to play other lotteriesarealmost always scams. |f
you havereceived solicitationsto play foreign|ot-
teries, please contact my Consumer Protection di-
vision at 1-800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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