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Election poll numbers low with lack of candidates
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VVoting was slow in city and school elections Tuesday, with most of those

who turned out at the Methodist Fellowship Hall voting in the city elec-
tion. That offered the only race of the day. Kathy Wolak (foreground) and
Darla Spence handled those voting in Ward 2 under the supervision of

Carol Farris.
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Ex-member returns
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said he advertised on cableand in the
newspaper because he thought it was
his duty to ask people for their vote,
eventhoughtheracewasn't contested.

“Peopledon’t havetovotefor you,”
he said. “It's a privilege to serve the
people. | think it'sthe candidate'sre-
sponsibility to ask for the vote.”

Short said hewas“tickled.”

“1 thank thevoters,” hesaid. “We'll
continuetowork hardfor our kidsand
Goodland.”

Schilling said heappreciated every-
body who supported him.

“1"1l do my best to represent the stu-

dentsandtaxpayersof thisdistrict,” he
said.

Mayor Estes said the voter turnout
seemed small, but didn’t know how
many registered voters there are in
Kanorado.

“Therewerenowrite-ins,” shesaid.

She said the council will have two
incumbentsand onenew member, add-
ing, “We ought to have a good coun-
cil.”

Siruta said only three people had
voted when he went in at 8:20 a.m.
Tuesday. He said he heard voting was
dlack throughout the county.

“We'll go another four years and
hopefully moveforward,” he said.
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thoughts and concerns about the city.
The74-year-old said he plannedto go
home, makeacup of coffeeand e-mail
theresultsto hischildren.

Lutters, the Goodland School Dis-
trict building and grounds supervisor,
said Blume, who moved herein 1964,
will beagood additiontothecommis-
sion because he'sinvolved and aware
of problemsthe city isfacing.

L utters, whothanked peoplefor vot-
ing, said being a commissioner is a
toughjob, but heenjoysimprovingthe
city and hel ping people.

“ Sometimesyou make people mad,”
hesaid, " but sometimesyoumakepeople

Nichols

) McCants

happy. Youjust havetoput personal stuff
asideand dowhat’sgoodfor thecity.”
Thecommission appointsoneof its
members to the job of mayor each
April. Lutters has had the job for two
years, but said he'sready to giveit up.

“1I"m just not a public-figure per-
son,” hesaid.

Billinger, asalesmanfor Nationwide
Home Sales and one of the com-
mission’s most vocal members, said
he's glad voters have confidence in
him. Hesai d hefeel sthepreviouscom-
mi ssion was a successful one.

The commission has worked to re-
pair thecity’ swater andelectrical lines,
he said, and improve recreation in
Goodland. Their next challenge,
Billinger said, will be to repair the
city’s aging streets — a project that
could proveto be expensive.

Though he doesn’t know much
about Blume, Billinger said, hethinks
he'll do agood job. He said we will

missJimMull, al10-year veteran of the
commissionwho decided nottorunfor
re-electionthisyear.

“Hedidalotforthecommunity,” he
said.

M cCants, who said shemay run for
the office again, said she has faith ir
those who were elected, adding that
Blume deservesthe position.

“Heworkedhard,” shesaid.“1 don't
think I campaigned enough.”

Nichols, who works for Pueblo
Chemical and Supply, said the people
electedwhothey felt deservedthejob,
adding that he's not aswidely known
in Goodland.

“I"'m happy for those who were
elected,” Nicholssaid.

Sheriff’s department to get new pickup
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for anew 4-wheel drivepickupfor the
sheriff’'s department from Dan
Brenner Ford and Finley Motors.
Brenner’s bid was $22,095 and
Finley’'s $21,624. Both included the
trade-in of a1995 Crown Victoria.
Whitson was asked if he preferred
either one, and he said that whilemost
of thedepartment vehicleswereFords,
he did not have a problem with the
GMC. The commissioners unani-
mously voted to accept theFinley bid.
Whitson said hisdepartment would
install all thelightsandradiosthat were
needed, and that there was enough

money inthebudget to purchasealift-
up cover for the pickup bed.

The commissioners also voted
unanimously to accept and sign the
contract for fire extinguisher service
with DennisBentzinger of Med-Enter-
prises of Goodland.

Mary Ann Snethen talked to the
commissioners about an offer from
Alltel to upgrade the county’s cell
phone service and expand the number
of phones.

With the offer, the county would be
able to have 20 cell lines and 2,000
minutesper monthfor aflat $300.Also,
if thecounty acted that day, they could
get eight new free phonesand free ac-

tivation of the new lines.

After asking Cellularone represen-
tatives in Colby about programs they
might haveavailabl e, thecommission-
ers voted unanimously to accept the
Alltel programandtoget theadditional
phones and new lines.

Good Sam Administrator Paul
Rainbolt met with the commissioners
toreview remodeling plans. Hetoldthe
commissioners plans for expanding
the dining room and building the stor-
age shed have been put on hold. The
reason, hesaid, isthe plannerswant to
consider other waysto providetheser-
vices.

Hesaid they were going ahead with

theelevator project and installation of
the automatic door opener, the emer-
gency dialer and havingtherangehood
connected to the emergency system.

The cost for these was estimated at
$2,921 and the commissioners ap-
proved havethemoney taken out of the
Health Care Fund, which has $36,000
available.

The next commission meeting will
be at 8 am. Friday to review the bids
on the elevator project, and the com-
missionerswill then sit at the board of
canvassersfor the election.

The commissioners will meet at 8
a.m. next Tuesday for their regular
meeting.

Rolling blackouts could threaten California chickens

LOSANGELES (AP) — Rolling
blackoutsthissummer wouldbealife-
or-death proposition for millions of
Cadlifornia chickens, which could die
within minutes if power needed for
ventilation and cooling should fail.

Poultry producerssay their birdsare
by far the most susceptibleof all farm
animalstotheeffectsof rolling black-
outs, sincethey requireaconstant flow
of chilled, fan-blown air to cool them
and allow them to breathe.

If thepower shouldfail onahot day,
chickens could suffocate almost as
soon as air stops circulating in build-
ingsthat can houseasmany as 150,000
birds.

“Birdswill last 15 minutestohalf an
hour. That'sit,” said Richard Matteis,
executive director of the Pacific Egg
and Poultry Association in Sacra-
mento.

In today’s world of mechanized
farming, chickensrely on electric-
ity to drive the machines that bring
them food and water, collect their
eggs, transport their waste and
power the lights under which egg-
laying hens can bask up to 16 hours
aday. Most importantly, electricity
powersthefansand swamp coolers
that make chickenfarming possible
ininland countiesup and down Cali-
fornia.

“Ashot asit getsin California, the
chickens can't live without power,”
said Bill Mattos, president of theCali-
forniaPoultry Federation.

The environmentsin these chicken
houses are entirely artificial. Humid-
ity intheair is critical to achicken's
health because of its respiratory sys-
tem.

A chicken breathes differently than

Saturday, April 7
7:30 p.m.

KXXX-KQLS-KFNF

present

]

RICOCHET

CORPORATE SPONSOR

Wholesale Beverage Co. of Colby - Your Miller Light Distributor
Pick up your discount coupons at these participating SPONSOrs: & innell Farm & Home

COLBY Colby Fertilizer OBERLIN Weber Battery Co-Ag Furniture
Colby Ag Colby Lumber Ward Drug Reliable Sign GRAINFIELD
Harrison Chapel Growers Ag Service Hansen Plumbing, Heating, Carrell's True Value B’s Ultimate Finish
Colby City Rec J &K Tool Airconditioning HOXIE NESS CITY
Washburn Optometrist Sports Shoppe ATWOOD Peoples State Bank Farm Credit
Colby Glass Sunflower Bank Reeves Services Great Plains Century CULBERTSON, NE
Frontier Autoplex Buffalo Creek Majestic Auto Auto Don Hagen & Sons Trucking
Gavon’s Electronics Total Image Pet Paradise McDONALD DANBURY, NE
Peoples State Bank Hi-Plains Co-op NC+ Seeds Peoples State Bank Ron's Applicating
Stop-to-Shop East Colby Photo Hansen Plumbing, Heating, McDonald Supply McCOOK, NE
Premier Auto GOODLAND Airconditioning ST. FRANCIS Golden Harvest
Butch's Body Shop Kickers Restaurant & OAKLEY Lady in Red Peterson Jewelry
Central Rdiator Lounge Colonial Steakhouse GRINNELL Subway/TCBY
Colby Bowl Herl Chevrolet Tri-County Implement Grinnell Locker Denim & Duds

C&K Distributors

Colby Comm.

Bldg.

lite
\

=)
zgi\

a human. People force air into their
lungsand it automatically comes out.
Chickens have to force the air out.
When they breathe, they haveto have
air flow.

Agriculture experts have spent the
last year recommending farmers add
backup generators that can produce
electricity neededinablackout tomilk
cows, irrigatefieldsand chill produce
beforeit’s shipped to market.

For poultry farmers, generatorsare
an absolutemust, said Jim Thompson,
acooperativeextensionengineer with
theUniversity of California, Davishio-

logical and agricultural engineering
department.

“They simply have to have backup
generation,” Thompson said.

Mostlarger producersin California,
where poultry is a $1 billion-a-year
business, already do.

Producers have to always think
about the health of the “ chickens and
make sure we have abackup source,”
said Sharon Krumwiede, general man-
ager of ChinoValley Ranchers, anegg
producer with five ranchesin San Di-
€go, San Bernardino and Riverside
counties.

Wendy’s Athletes of the Week are Goodland High School
Track team members Jill Sowers and Luke Stone who par-
ticipated in the meet at Ogallala, Neb. on Saturday. Sowers
placed second in the 800 meter dash and was a member of
the girls 4 x 400 meter relay team which took second. Stone
placed second in the 400 meter dash.
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All NEW Garden Sensations!

Chicken BLT, Mandarin Chicken, Taco Supremo, & Spring Mix.
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